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THE following pages intended, 
under the difguife of an artlefs Hiftory, 
to illuftrate the Advantages of Consist- 
ency, Fortitude, and the Domestick 
Virtues i and to expofe to ridicule, 
Caprice, affected Sensibilitv, and 
an idle censorious Humour; are mod 
refpe&fully infcribed to 

the hon. Mm, COCKAYNE; 

by one who has been long honoured by 
her friendfhip, who fincerely admires 
the maternal and conjugal duties exem- 
plified in her conduct j and who wilhes, 
by her example^ ;q recommend them 
to others. 
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INTRODUCTION, 

* < f * 4 • + S * » 

m * 

1 • i 

\ » ' 

. ATrS. Prudentia Homcfpun w infinitely 
obliged to the World, for the favourable reception 
it gave to her tale of Maria Williams, or At 
Advantages, of Education j which more than 
anfwered her higheft expectations. 

The World in reply thanks Mrs* Prudentia 
■ for her politenefs; but allures hermit never neard 
cither of her or her Maria* 

. . • " • ' : 'i 

Mrs. Prudentia in her re joinder obfenres, that 
Jhe mult define what thofe expectation* were* 
She was not romantic enough ,to jnjtfgjne, tfeat 
a little novel iffuing from a general repofitory* 
unfupported by pufF, unpatronifed by frieads r 
and even unacknowledged by its author, could 
rife into celebrity. There were befides. fbme 
intrinfick reafons why ic ftiould not fucceed, ac- 
carding to the common acceptation of that word.. 
It had no fplendour of language, no local defprip-^ 
tion, nothing of the marvellous, or the enigma- 

A 6 tical. 
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tical, no fuddcn elevation, an4 no aftonifliing 
depreffion. It merely fpoke of human life as it 
is, and fo fimple was the (lory, that at the outfet 
an atteutive reader mud have foreboded the ca- 
taftrophe. Indeed it required fome attention from 
the reader, which in works of this kind is also 
a fault : for not ambitious of dazzling the ima- 
gination, and of inflaming the paflions, it uni- 
formly purfued its aim pf meliorating the tem- 
per and the affe&ions. 

No pecuniary advantages, nor the applaufc of 
the million could be expe&ed from a work like 
this. As to the former, Mrs. Prudentia is hap- 
pily too rUi to wifli for any. Left the word 
rich (hould create the idea of a Nabob's fortune, 
ihe explains by faying, that file poffefies a clear 
annuity of one hundred pounds per annum, and 
that fhe calls herfelf very wealthy, btcaufe it is 
adequate to all her wifhes. 

■ 

The general approbation would not have been 
| fufficient; for the generality of readers do not 

j judge by the rules by which ihe wiflies to be 

I tried. The limited circulation of Maria WtfnW 

has 

! 

i 

': 

» 
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has afforded her the gratification (he deffred. She 
has heard, without fearing any implied flattery, 
the merit of the work averted by thofe, who 
wondered who could be the author. Many ladies 
who, by confeientioufly difcharging the duties of 
the maternal character, may be prefumed to be 
judges of what is beft adapted for the perufal of 
youth, have commended it, as a work from 
which much real inftru&ion may be derived. 
The author's higheft expectations prefumed 
upon no further applaufe. 

She has refumed the pen with a fimilar inten- 
tion. Happy, if while (he is inftru&ing her fex 
how to avoid yielding to imaginary forrows, (he 
can, for a moment, banifh from her dejected 
heart, the preiTure of real calamity, to which it 
is her duty to fubmit ; or forget the friend whofe 
approbation was the incentive and reward of her 
former labours. 

Some further apology may be j udged neceflary 
for introducing a Legendary Tale but flightly 

connected with the principal ftory. Were this 

work. 
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work to be tried by the rules of an epick, i:he 

author is fenfible that the epifode is confiderably 
too long : but (he hopes a trifle will not be mes^- 
fured upon the bed of Procruftes. The example 
of the inimitable Goldfmith, and many later 
writers, who have fuccefsfully interfperfed poetry 
with profe in works of this nature, excited a wiflh 
to gratify the publick tafle by Gmilar variety. 
And as moral improvement is the avowed end, 
defcriptive poetry was not thought fo imprejjive 
as a con netted taJe, which infenfibly ran on to 
* greater length than was at firft defigncd. 
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CHAPTER I. 

the comforts of Retirement— Rural Ele- 
gance defined by exatnfle. . t 

As I profefs myfelf an egotift, it will 
not be unchara&criftick to begin with dat- 
ing the qualifications I poflfcfs, to execute 
with propriety the talk I have undertaken. 

I have t?een for fevcral years the inha- 
bitant of a (hull market- town called Dan- 
bury, in the north of England* As my 
annuity is regularly paid, and my family 
confifts of only myfelf, a female fervant, 
and an old tabby-cat, I have hut little 
domeftick care to engage my attention 
and anxiety. Now, as I am of a very 
attive temper, my mind naturally ftjps 
abroad, and occupies itfctf in the concerns 
of my neighbours, Befides the peculiar 

advan- 

\ 

% 

m 

i 
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advantages of my fituation, I enjoy fome 
inherent qualities, which I flatter myfelf 
render me a very excellent goflip. I have 
a retentive memory, a quick imagination, 
ftrong curiofity, and keen perception. 
Thefe faculties enable me not only to 
retain what I hear* but to conncft the 
day-dreams of my own mind; to draw 
conclufions from fmall premifes ; in ftiorr, 
to tell what other people think, as well 
as what they do. Other circumftances 
alfo confpire to render my pretentions to. 
the above chara&er indifputable. 

As Danbury poflefies the advantages 
of an healthy fituation, dry forty and plea- 
fant environs, it has long been diftin- 
guifhed for the genteel connexions which 
it affords. Many fingle ladies,, like myfelf, 
have chofen it for their refidence, and we 
have eftabliflicd a very agreeable fociety, 
which meets three times a week r to com- 
municate the obfervations which the levity 
of youth, the vanity of oftentation, or the 
meannefs of avarice have fuggefted. Our 

remarks have all the acumen which ex- 

- 

perience 
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pcrience and penetration can fupply, and 
as we exhibit models of prudence in our 
own condud, it is a rule with us to (hew 
no mercy to others. 

I will not attempt to conceal the cen- 
fures which the obje&sof our animadver- 
fion, in return, affedt to throw upon us. I 
am not ignorant that we are termed the 
Jcandalous club, and that fpleen, malevo- 
lence, and difappointment are faid to be 
the idols, on whofe altars we facrifice 
every reputation which comes within our 
"reach: Perfection bdoogg to no human 
inftitution, and I will own that fometimes 
we may be wrong. The reader muft know 
that 1 am uncommonly good humoured 
and tender hearted $ whether therefore my 
diflent from my lady- aflbciate* proceeds 
altogether from a redundance of " the 
milk of human kindnefs" in my difpofi- 
tion, or from too great feverlty in theirs, 
. time muft determine. 

Amongft the agreeable appendages to 
Danbury, its vicinity to Stannadine muft 
be enumerated. Thia elegant manfion 

was 
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was built by a refpe&ablc gentleman^ 
whofe family falling into decay, it has 
fincc become the cafual refidence of feve- 
ral genteel people and has thus been 
inftrumental in promotingouramufements, 
not only by its pleafing embelliflimcnts 
and delightful walks, but by the quick 
fucceffion of its inhabitants, who fupply ~ 
a never-failing fource of obfervation and 
anecdote. I am not going to detail the 
commodious apartments in the houfe, or 
to defcribe the grounds, beautiful as they 

are by nature, *uu highly cultivated by 
art. A mere novice in landfcape defig- 
nation, I confine myfelf to the delineation 
of the lights and (hades of human cha- 
racter; and as I conceive the hiftory of 
the Dudley family may afford inftru&ion 
as well as amufement to the younger part 
of the feipale world, I (hall dedicate my 
prefent hiftory to their concerns, hinting 
at the fame time, that it is not abfolutely 
impoffible, but that I may at fome future 
period again treat the publick with fome 
other delicacy, drawo from the ample 
ftores I poffefs. 

No 
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* 

No fooner was the arrival of Mr. 
Dudley and his daughter at Stannadine 
announced, than our fociety immediately 
met, to determine on the propriety of 
yificing the (hangers. This is a prelimi- 
nary etiquette we have refolved never to 
omit in future, fince by a negledfc of cir- 
cumfpe&iori, we had been betrayed into 
an -intimacy with the laft inhabitants of 
the manfion, whom we unfortunately dis- 
covered had amafled a fortune by keeping 
a flop-fhop in Wapping. The univerfal 
Contempt with which we tr*-**** 

Vrhca ffiS. \my «Mr mean origin, had 
indeed been the paufe pf driving them 
from the neighbourhood but as we were 
*U gentlewomen born, we could not eafily 
pvercome the fccret roprttfication we had 

experienced. 
We refolved therefore upon the pretent 

occafion to be very tifCuiTifpeet, and ex- 
amined in full council all the intelligence 
which our refpedtive Mollies and Betties 
had been able to procure from Mr. Dud- 
ley's fervants, who had arrived about a 

fort- 
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fortnight before to prepare for his recep- 
tion. Little, I am forry to fay, could be 
difcovered. He was juft come from the 
Weft- Indies, and had hired mod of his 
houfehold in London, it was however 
guefled that he was rich, and his eftablifli- 
ment was upon an expenfive plan. 

It was at length determined that we 
fhould depute two ladies of our body, in 
the character of infpc&ors, to inform us 
whether the Dudleys were vifitable beings 
or not. Mrs. Medium the Vicar's lady, 
Mlf* C a «iamura the daughter of aa 
eminent medical gentleman^wCr©4ble&ed 
for the important truft. Their abilities 
were indrfputable* as Mrs. Medium had 
been for many years an humble friend to 
a lady of quality, and Mifs Cardamum 
conftantly accompanied her papa every 
furrrtner to Scarborough, it was impoffible 
they £3uld beioipofcd upon in the grand 
articles of fafhionable appearance and in* 
trinfick gentility. 

It being necefiary, not only to form a 
light notion of the Dudleys, but alfo to im- 

prefs 
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prefs them with an high idea of us> we de- 
termined, though the walk was but half a 
mile, and the morning inviting, that Mr. 
Cardamum's carriage fliould be got ready 
for the occafion, and the foot- boy had 
orders to tie on his vifiting queue, brurti 
his livery, and trim up old Bolus the 
favourite chair-horfe. The reins alfo 
were blacked for the occafion, and all 
the ornaments of the buggy (I mean the 
capriole) furbiftied to the brightnefs of 
filver. Mifs Cardamum, dreffed in an 
elegant new riding habit, was driver j and 
Mrs. Medium, in honour of the embafly, 
was attired in the rich brocade Lady Sera- 
phina gave her on her nuptials/ and to 
take off from the antiquity of its appear- 
ance, fhe put on a modern hat with three 
upright feathers. They (topped at my 
door, and kindly promifed to give me 
the firft intelligence of their return. The 
fair Belle gave the lalh a fmart twirl, and 
Bolus fet off on a good round trot. Little 
Joe on Mr. Cardamum's poney, with 
his ftick held perpendicular, (as was the 

falhion 
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fafhion amongft the lacquies at Scarbo- 
rough laft fcafon,) followed the carriage 
as faft as poflible. 

The refult of the vifit was communis 
cated in the afternoon, but unhappily 
the ladies did not agree in their vcrdifr. 
Mifs Cardamum would not afient to Mrs. 
Medium's determination, that Mifs Dud- 
Jey was handfome and well drcfled; and 
the fair fpinfter's opinion concerning the 
elegance of the furniture, and the excel- 
lence of the cakes and chocolate, was 
as warmly difputed by the experienced 
matrotn The points in which they agreed 
did, not tend to infpire us with any very 
high idea Of the Grangers. They deter- 
mined Mifs Dudley to be a fhy fearful 
tbingi Mr. Dudley, on the contrary, had 
a moft intimidating look, which feemed 
to criticife every word, and to ; remark 
every a£Hon. A little incident was cited 
to confirm this obffervation. Over the 
chimney was the portrait of a lady, which, 
when Mrs. Medium admired, and ob- 
ferved how much it put her in mind of 

' ' ii one 
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one in Lady Seraphina's faloon, Mifs 
Dudley faid with a figh in a low voice, 
as if to prevent further inquiry, that it 
was intended for her niother. She then 
ftole a timid confufed glance at her father, 
who withdrew to the window evidently 
difcompofed. The conclufion which my 
friends drew from this was, that he had 
been a fevere hufband, and that his 
daughter would, if ftie durft, have re- 
proached him for his unkindnefs. I ven- 
tured to hint that the fadt admitted a con- 
trary inference, but I was prefled fo ftrdngly 
with arguments drawn from Mr. Dudley's 
ftern manner, and from the reftraint which 
the poor girl vifibly fuffered; that I was 
forced to give up my opinion. 

After much difcuffion it was at lad 

r 

agreed, that though they promifed to add 
but little to the pleafures of Danbury; 
yet as they certainly were gentlefolks, 
in ftyle, and intended coming to 





■J 




X 



And we viGted them accordingly. 
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CHAP. II. 



The Author Jhews that Jhe ftudies climax, 
or gradation of character* 



it is the duty of all authors to 
relieve their reader's curiofity as foon as 
is confident with their plans, I (hall de- 
dicate this chapter to introductory anec- 
dotes of the Dudley family, after having 
made a few preliminary obfervations. 

The fpirit of penetration or the ability 
to difcover people's characters by a cur fc 
fory glance, though arrogated by almoft 
every body, is in reality pofleffed by. 
very few. Nothing can be more intricate 
than the human heart, and the difcrimk 
nating fhades which ferve to mark varia-£ 
tion of character, are generally too minuteV 
and confufed to write diftinCt traits upon \ 
the countenance. Even words and aftions 
are often deceitful guides. People fre- 
quently ftep out of themfelves. The 
man of fenfe has his weak moments, the 




woman 
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woman of ;reflecYion on fome occafions 
ads inconfiderately. Now though. foch 
deviations furni(h very agreeable amufe- 
menc to the: cenforious, the idle, and the 
malevolent j -.none but the . tbooghtlefs 
part of, mankind will fee thefe incidental 
defe&s. in any other light than as a cafoal 
departure from the real character. 

.I ; confefs.it is.mywifhto hunt this faid 
Spirit . of penetration ,out of the; world, 
a$ I am convinced it is produ&ive of many 
ferious eyils, ; It often teaches us to! think 
highly of the unworthy, and meanly of 
the meritorious. It makes us arrogant 
and felffopiqiooatedj or elfeexpofes, us, to 
many difSpu.Hies in endeavouring to rec^fy 
?he frropeswfi . notions .we; hAVfi adopted; 
It affifts the^artilicesofiialfc^aody increafes 
the alluretneitf s of . fed^ion, feathtWt the 
Ihafts , of , flawys and^afts an .additional 
ycilover^he 4ifgpjjcs of^ypocrjfy.T It 
is ,pnc of the, errors, ; itflo which , ine*pe> 

\*,fW%*mP ffl, fpf ingjpg fepm 
th,e ingenious, confidence, Jimguine pafv 
fions, and; p*<*mp$ . decjfion incident to 
i \M L ' '* » 9 young 
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young minds. Happy are they if they 
become ids precipitate in their judge- 
ments, before the confequences of their 
errors are fatal to their peace] 

Neither Mrs. Med Mm ' nor Mils Car* 
ftsmum had the apology of yotrtfc or inex- 
perience to plead in excufe for me erro- 
neous conctefions they had drawn. The 
ladies were arrival 4t yean of maturity, 
and had beeii in the cowfe of their lives 
*t leaft one tbOufamd time* miftaken. 
Bat there are people who never wHI de- 
rive advantages from the paft, who are 
happy in the art of fdf-excufe, and deter* 
ftlined to think toemfctves always right, 
Who place VhJetr OWh portion of human 

tofMt? *o their neighbour's account j 
*»d certainly, as thfey have fo liftle to do 
in reforming errors at home, may be 
Jrilowed to took abroad for employment. 
7 To tfeofe who prefer fkimming over 
thelbperficies to diving intothe fobftance, 
ftrong features marked with tnafcdlihe 
ftnfe way wear tjfe afpee* of itt-humoor, 
and feverity j diffidence will appear like 

• folly; 
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■ 

folly ; and the referve of polite prudence 
may be denominated pride. AH common 
Observers, though they love the utmoft 
minutenefs in a ftory, are fond of dif- 
coding abftraft qualities in a compendious 
manner * and I have known an cc Oh, Ma- 
dam, it was fo fooKfh," or <f She is fa 
ill-natured/* or u Was not that extrava- 
gant," or « He is fo proud," decidedly 
fink a chara&er into fupreme contempt, 
even in the fliort period while the fpeaker * 
was dealing a hand at quadrille. Indeed, 
txclufive of mors iti poirtt of drefc or 
omiflions of ceremonious forms, pride, 
ill -humour, folly, and extravagance feem 
to include all htiman vices ; at Mft in 
the vocabulary off Danbuty. One rfcafon 
for this may be that pride and Hl-humou* 1 
wound Otfr feelings, while the folly and 
extravagance of bur neighbours are im* 
plied compliments to our trvvn good fefrfS 
and difcrction. 
To returti to the Dudleys**- 1 
Mr. Dodky porTefled in an eminent 
degree die rirtues of the head and the 

a 2 heart. 
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heart. Bleffed with the early advantage 
of a liberal education, he united the cha- 
racter of the true Gentleman to the no 
lefs refpe&able name of the generous 
conscientious merchant. Having pa (Ted 
through many viciflkudes of Jife, he had 
{carped how to form a temperate judge- 
ment, and by truly appreciating its plea. 
fures and its pains, he knew how to reduce 
his defires to that moderate itandard, 
which is moft likely to produce content. 

In the death of an amiable wife he had 
experienced a feverer blow than all the 
former fhocks of fortune could inflift. 
Two daughters were the offspring of ait 
union, which, while it laded, produced 
as much happinefs as any fublunary con- 
nection could afford. Mrs. Alderfon, the 
mother of Mrs. Dudley, took the youngeft 
child immediately upon her daughter's 
death, with a declared intention of adopt- 
ing her for her own, and making her 
heirefs to, all her fortune. Louifa, the 
elder, accompanied her father to Barbadoes, 
where he had a confiderable eftate, for the 

improve- 
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improvement of which he judged his pre- 
fence abfolutely neceffary. * 
A mind like Mr. Dudley's, awakened 
to all the'impreffions of duty both to his 
Maker and his fellow-creatures, mufl be 
fuppofcd to have poflefled fufficient 
ftrength to overcome the extreme indul- 
gence of hopelefs grief. Though he 
found it impoflible to forget that he once, 
was moft happy, he acquicfced with patient 
refignation in the limited enjoyments 
which his fituation allowed, and ftifling 
m his bread the feelings of widowed love, 
endeavoured to fupply its place with tht 
anxious tcndernefs of the paternal cha- 
racter. Louifa, who from her earlieft 
years difcovered a difpofition to improve 
both in moral and mental excellence, 
liftened with attention to her father's pre- 
cepts, illuftrated at times by the painful 
yet pleafing defcription of what her 
mother was* Inftru<5lions thus enforced 
by example, funk with double weight 
into her retentive mindj and lhe early 
nurfed the laudable ambition of copying 

b 3 thofe 
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thofc amiable virtues, of which her de- 
parted mother and living father exhibited 
fuch fine models. 

As fhe was at the age of fixtecn when 
fh? loft her mother, Mr. Dudley's narra- 
tives were ftrengthenrd by her own recol- 
lection. She had befides the advantage 
of having commenced her education under 
a female tye, and confequently of acquiring 
thofe foft touches of refined elegance* 
which the moft experienced male inftruc* 
tor cannot communicate. 

While Louifa thus rofe into woman 
under her father's care, in a climate in 
which the luxuriant bounty of Nature* 
and the fierce contention of the elements, 
by producing frequent reverfes of fortune, 
alternately excite diffipation and demand 
fortitude; Marianne experienced under 
her Grandmother, all the fond indulgence 
of doating love. If ever the exceffes of 
tendernefs arc pardonable, they might 
be in Mrs. Alderfon's circumftances. She 
had loft an amiable and only daughter, 
enchanting as a companion* and eftimable 

as 

■ 
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as a frifcnd y whofc fockcy afforded ler 
the grcateft delight, whofe conduct and 
chara&er reflected honour upon herfclf; 
It was natural to view the child which 
her daughter had bequeathed her, with 
an affe&ion riling to agonizing fcnfibility* 
to confider it as a pledge from an inha- 
bitant of another world, a relique fnatched 
from the grave, a bond of union between 
herfelf and the glorified fpiric afrits! 'in** 
mortal mother. Lefs firm than Mr* 
Dudley, though not lefs attached both to 
the living and the dead, fhe regarded her 
Marianne as pofleffing a kind of hereditary 
claim to perfection, and almoft fuppafed 
that the neceffky of culture was fuperfeded 
by the fuperior excellence of the parent 
plant* < • 

The chara&trs of the young ladies witt 
t>e folly developed in the enfumg pages, 
but unwilling to omit a«y thing which 
cuftom has rendered neceflary to writers 
of my clafs, I will fay fomething of their 
erfx^nal attra^^i^)os# 

, » 4 Lopifa's 
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- Louifa's figure was tall and elegant, 
her eyes expreffed intelligence and inge- 
r&QVS jrxodefty- Her features were more 
flgrrfeabte than beautiful, ,a6d her manner, 
though in general rather placidly refcrved 
than obtrufive or fparkling, was frequently 
auimated by the lively, graces of youth: 
Ofet even jn thofc igaycr aiomeota hd 
mirth indicated an informed, wdk regulated 
mind* Though: her education had extend- 
ed to particulars hot ufually attended to 
by females, there was nothing in her cofi- 
verfation to exgite the iappcehsnfionl 
which gentlemen are apt to entertain of 
learned , ladies* Science in her mighti.be 
fcompared to a light placed behind a 
veil of gauze, which, without being iifctf 
apparent, fheds a foftened radiance. over 
fcach fgjrbundiDgjobjeiSt*. ? r ! !* 
i ,^ all who admire tofcauty in its .fofceflt 
aodirao^feteifiiitedrcfe, Marianne Dudley 
muft have appeared uncommonly attract 
live. Her features were ifqrmed with 
delicate fymmetry, her. blue eves fwaiti iq 
Ceufifeility> and the Ijeamiful tranfparency 

of 
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of her complexion feemed defigned to 
convey to the admiring beholder every 
varying fentiment of her mind. Her 
looks expreflfcd what indeed lhe was, 
tremblingly alive to all the fofter paffions* 
Though the gentle timidity of her terru 
per had preferved her from the ufual 
effects of early indulgence, it rendered her 
peculiarly unfit to encounter even thofe 
common calamities humanity muft ensure; 
Her natural good health had hitherto pre* 
fe^ved her from budily fufferings 5 and 
Mrs, Alderfon had never permitted her 
to know a forrow which could either be 
alleviated or removed. 

A- -little* time previous to the return of 
her father and,fifter from the Weft- Indies; 
her Grandmother's death rendered her 
pofleffed of a fortune of fifty thoufand 
pounds, of which, though only nineteen, 1 
it was that Lady's dying requeft Ihe fhould 
be the uncontrolled mift-refs. Thu'rf 
blefled with youth, health, beauty, and 
affluence, what was waiting to render 
her felicity complete ? I .doubt- not buc 

B 5 the 
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the younger part of my readers are inclined 
to think that I fhall defcribe her as to* 
happy. 

Mr* Dudley, though he had con fen ted 
from unexceptionable motives to the fepa* 
ration of his children, ever lamented the 
circumftance as likely to check the expan- 
fioi> of the filial and fifterly affe&ions. 
About the time of Mrs. Alderfon's laft 
illneft, difcotrraged by the terrible devas- 
tations of a hurricane, he abandoned the 
fchemes of improvement he had projected 
upon his eftates*and returning with Lou if* 
into England, offered himfelf to Marianne 
as her natural guardian and prote&or. 
That young lady's heart was foo full of 
fenfibility not to be affe&ed by the manly 
tendernefs of a father, and the affe&ionatc 
endearments of a fitter, from whom Are 
had been fo long feparated. She readily 
accepted their invitation to refide with 
them, and it was with a view to her 
proper accommodation that Mr. Dudley 
engaged the fpacious manfion at which 
in my preceding chapter I announced his 

arrival. 
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arrival. Mifs MarUno* was not prefcnt 
when my fagacious neighbours decided 
upon the chara&ers of the Dudleys^ 
having determined . to Ipetfd a few weeks 
with an intimate friend, previous to her 
defign of fixing her abode under the pa- 
ternal roof. 

chap. in. 

A jkie infianct tf modern fufceptibility 
■ introduces a delicate dijckffion, which is 
left to feme brighter genius to determines 

FrOM. thisexcwfive view- of cha^r 
rafters above the general level, I return* 
with the delight of a, bird flying to; her 
neft, to corpqnon life,, and the dear focittj* 
ip which r ifxnd my hours. 

I foppofc it was fronv perceivings even* 
die voluble Jpirit of female conversion* 
droop when unfupported by ttocprefefice 
of gentlemen, that the antient mytholo- 
gifts conftantly grouped* Cupid with-- Aw 
Graces, and introduced- Apollo- into ■ thw 
circle of the Miifeb Though' tho com- 

*,6> parifoo* 
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parifon will not perhaps apply io all parts/ 
we jadies of Danbury bad our converfai* 
tions enlivened by the prcfcncc of a 
Cupid aftd an Apollo too, in the per* 
Ions q( Captain Target, a militia office r> 
firft coufin to? a Baronet, a gentleman of 
unqueftionable honour; and of Mr. Alfop, 
the heir of an eminent Attorney, who 
having amafled a confiderable fortune by 
^ufmefs, educated his fon in wha£ he 
efteemed tHe diftinguilhing mark of a 
gentleman, Idhnejs. 

Againft thefe Beaux the fair Cardamum 
planted all the artillery of love. She long 
ago, od examining her own heart upon 
the grand qucftion,. had determined mar* 
riage to be eflencial to her happinefs ; but 
on advancing to the next point in debate,, 
who (bould be the man, (he found hcrfelf 
totally unable to decide, and her heart> 
pandered from one to the other as local 
circumftances diredted. Every one knows* 
tjiat the parifti church in the country, 
^nfwers the end of places of publick refort; 
in London, by giving fafliionable people 
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opportunities pf fjfotting &whimi making 
eritical obfervations,. or attra&ing the 
attention of the other fex. I have often 
fcen my fair iriend's eyes, even in the 
wtoft -pathctiek, parts of Mr. Medium's 
dtfcourfe^ Jiva/ider from the Captain's hat, 
y/htn decorated with the military plume* 
to Mr. Allbp's fervants in their new 
liveries, and pitied the perplexities 
Which agitated her gentle bofom. If 
family, ,marcial addrefs,. knowledge of 
the worlds ind. an infinitude of fmatt 
talk, recommended the accomplished 
Target i no lefs did the charms of youth r 
wealth,, and- great docility of temper plead 
in favour of the rich Alfop. Without 
pretending tg that pepetration I decried 
in a, former chapter, it was eafy to dif-* 
cover th$ prefent ftate of her heart y as- 
it was an invariable rule.to fpeak of the. 
favpufite of the. week in terms of ftudied* 
contempt or marked cenfy^e* While her* 
aflfedlions* rebounded from one gentleman • 
tp the ,other, J was eafy* but when for 
feveral day$ : togqthfy ilie ^talked pf the; 
3:,?.' con* 
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conceited foppMh airs Target gave him- 
feif, or of the pooreft of all poor creatures, 
Alfop, I trembled for her peace of mind.- 
The rivals continued to live together 
in terms of perfect intimacy. i> miift fop- 
pofe they were ignorant of the ftorms they 
excited in the bread of beauty j for bad' 
fhey known the date of the lady's heart* 
could modern friendlhip have been proof 
to the temptation of fecuring fo invaluable 
a* prize ? I am confirmed in my opinion 
by refle&ing, that extreme humility and 
fuperabundant diffidence are the unhappy 
failings of the preTerit race of young men. 
They think too meanly of themfelves and' 
too cxaltedty of us, to dare to afpire ta 
the poffeffion of the excellence they ac 
diftance adore; and though condefeendfng 
fweetnefs and eafy aceefs are no lefs the 
charafteriftick of the prefent race of 
beauties, their worftiippers are fo apt 
to confider them as inexorable divinities 
rather than as placable mortals, that hope- 
kfs of fuccefs they retire from their altars 
in the dumb fiicace of defpair. 
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But I will confider the cafe in another 
point of view r and propofe a queftioa 
which I hope feme fiftcr novelift wil* 
difcufs, as it is an extremely delicate point 
of honour, and will bear amplifying through 
at Icaft fifty pages. Suppofing the gen* 
tlemen adtually perceived cite ftate of the 
lady's hearr, could they confidently with- 
friend (hip and generofiry make any efforts 
to fecure it entirely to themfelves ? Was 
it not infinitely more congenial to thofe 
refined principles and delicate diftinftions*, 
invented by fever al French writers,* and 
adopted by our own, to leave her entirely 
to herfelf, and neither ta do any thing; 
tranfcendently praife- worthy, or ta fay 
any thing eminently clever, to influence 
her deciffon? I cannot determine this- 
point, but wilh proceed in the narrative 
way to ftate, that certainly neither of them 
was guilty of the crime of endeavouring 

to detain the angel which thus hovered* 
between them* 

It would have been a* folecifm in good 

breeding* if Captain Target and Mr. 

Alfop 
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AKop had omitted to pay- their devoirs 
to the Dudley family. The Captain only 
waited to know whether the cellars were 
well flocked, and the table hofpitably 
fupplied„to propofe to his friend a morn- 
ing walk to Stannadine. Mr. AJfop 
readily acquiefced in the propofal, though 
from different^ motives^ Happy as he 
was in many refpe&s,. he was tormented 
by the attacks of a cruel invincible enemy* 
who, in fpitc of all his efforts, haunred 
all his waking hours, This enemy was 
Time. Such is the ftrange intricacy of 
human affairs. It was originally beftowed 
by Providence as an eftimable bleffingj 
an improveable talent, the fource of pre- 
lent enjoyment and future felicity. 

Full of the heroick defign of killing 
this monfter, my heroes (allied forth* 
and were received by Mr. Dudley with 
politenefs and attention. Captain Targec 
readily ftll into conyerfation they, talked 
of the Weft-Indies, its important com- 
mercial advantages ind natural beauties; 
the military gentleman enlivening the 
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difcourfe with anecdotes of feveral gal- 
lant officers, with whom » he became ac^- 
^quainted during thefumfner encampments. 
Mr.'A'Ifop was filent, contemplating the 
form of Mr. Dudley's budkles, arifl won* 
dering if chey were more fafliiorvable than 
.his own. * * ' • : 

. . As it was the merchant's • cuftinA to 
-banrfli to fnucH a* poffible the little rules 
?which<> eriqutftte unrteeefl3^il)r , prescribes* 
the ft rangers, thfcugh it was a firft vifir, 
.contented to ftay dinner, and Mr. Dudley*, 
to employ .part of 4he rfiorning, led therh 
:the tour of his pteifate "grounds, pointing 
3Wtivw Jittle ia&pJ-ovemerits- he propofed 
•tot makie. To. thefe Captain Target aft 
ifinted^w.Uh warm approbation^ white the 
jnodeft Alfop, though he equally under- 
ite0d and, admired Mr^ Dudley's tafte, 
<potenteU; hirftfelf with the harmlefs epi~ 
fthets eCh'f.yaftly pmtf u fcaftiy clever 

I- Frpqa , the &i#b,b«ry tbey returned to< 
the . drawing- r»ft<ft, where .Mifs Dudley 
receive^ theta with, the ftiiik.pf welcomt 
1: and" 
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and the blulh, of delicacy. Captain Tar- 
get poured forth a volley of compliments, 
but could he have attended to any thing 
bqt the found of his own voice, he might 
have perceived that the lady to whom 
they were addreffcd, knew how to eftimate 
her own worth too well, to be elevated 
by cafual attention* or foperfieial praife. 
Mr., Allop not being & fjyeni in his cx> 
yreffion/, consented himfelf with filent 
admiration, never once withdrawing his 
eyes from Mifa Etodley, till the fervane 
fummoned them to the dioirig-room. 

If Captain Target had been moderate 
in bis approbation before, the prefent 
fcene would have thrown him into ce- 
ftafies. Every thing was excellent; he 
eat voracioufly, met with all his favourite 
ehlhes, with wine peculiarly adapted to> 
his tafte, and at the conclofion of his vifit 
he entreated Mr. Dudley to allow him 
the honour of confidering him in the light 
of an intimate* Mr. Alfcp's bow urged 
the fame requeft, to which Mr. Dudley 
politely afiented. > 

Qn 
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On their return home, Mr. AHbp, who 
had pondered upon the events of the day* 
without being able to ftiape the chaos of 
his own mind into any determined form* 
refolved to found his friend's real opinion, 
that they might at kaft h**e the happinefs 
of agreeing in the fame ftory. A prudent 
fcheme* and the more nece&ry, as the 
abfence or pretence of the applauded per* 
fons frequently produced a wide difference 
in the Captain's, fend meats. Finding him 
however fincere upon the prefent occafion* 
he commenced a warm admirer of the 
family at Scannadinfr and heroically re- 
folving tK> defend the caufo of injured 
merit* called upon Mifs Cardamom the 
next fnor ning with the exprefs, defign of 
telling her tha.t he really thought Mr* 
P^dlpy a very good fort of man, and his 
daughter a pretty agreeaWs young lady v 
adding a(s a ctewh^ that Captain Target: 
foid fo too. 

Whomever confide** how rude it is to 
difpute any opinion which a lady has ad* 
vanced* or tow highly affronting it is t<% 

com- 
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commend the features of another in the 
pretence of a fifler belle, may form a 
faint idea of Mifs Cardamom's refentmenr, 
heightened by the painful fentiments which 
love and jealoufy excited. She darted 
on Mr. Alfop*a,lo0k of fiery indignation^ 
which on recolle&ion (he turned into the 
imile of farcaftical contempt r comple- 
menting him upon his Jupcrior lhare of 
difcernment. Then turning to fome ladies 
who were prefent, fee expatiated upon 
ihe merits of young Mr. Inkle the new 
draper, declared he was not only well 
bred, but frandfome, and fd refpedtfulfy 
civil in his deportment, that (he fhould 
not at all wonder at his marrying a 
woman of fqperior education and large 
fortune Amongft Mr. Inkle's merits, 
his never contradicting any body was 
pointed out wfch fueh marked encomiums, 
t^at poor Mrt Alfop, though not very 
acute in his feelings, could not butobferve 
how highly her had offended } and feeling 
his courage unequal to the talk of endear 
/rowing ta mitigate her refentment, con- 
^ fufedly 
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fufedly withdrew. As he was not at the 
card aflembly that evening, I prefume he 
fpent it alone in all the agonies of diftrefs. ) 

Happily our fex is of too gentle a nature 
to fuffer our refehtments to be as lading 
as they are violent, Mifs Cardamum met 
both gentlemen in her walk next morning, 
and courtefied with her ufual affability: 
nay, her kind confideration led her (till 
further, for anxious to prevent any ill 
confequences arifing from her late enco- 
mium on Mr. Inkle, (he took care to tell 
her companion Mifs Dorothea Medium, 
loud enough for the gentlemen to hear, 
that though the man was very well in his 
(hop, and behaved civil to his cuftomers,' 
it would be very wrong to treat him in the, 
fame manner as one would genteel people^ 
for tradesfolks were very apt to jgpve^ 
them felves airs, if genteel people took 
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CHAP. IV. 

Containing what may he termed a literary 
curiofity y being an txtraff from the 
journal of an old maid. 

Before the character of the elder 

part of the Dudley family could be de- 
cided upon in a fatisfaftory manner, a 
new ftar arofe in the horizon. I almoft 
doubt whether the fiift appearance of 
lielen at the Court of Priam excited more 
wonder and furprife amongft the Trojan 
ladies, than did the lovely Marianne Dud* 
Ifey, when in the full blaze of natural 
charms, aided by all the graceful appen* 
dages which tafteful art coulcj beftow,*— \ 
the burft upon us at our monthly aflembly 
it> full fplendor. So ijicomeftable was' 
her daiiii to the praife of beauty, that e vea 
the invidious were hurried into applaufe* 
Mifs Card am um was the firft who recover- 
ed from the general confternation. She 
ventured to obferve that though her fea- 
tures were very regular, (he thought they 

were 
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were rather deficient in exprcfiion. Mrs. 
Medium purfucd the hint, and lamented 
the want of a certain dignity of manner and 
look, of which Lady Seraphina was im- 
hhenfely fond, adding, <c Now there's my 
Dorothea, though a plain gtrl, (hold up 
your head my dear,) Ihe has more of that 
turn of countenance Which her poor dear 
Lady (hip fo friuch admired." 

The incertitude of publick opinion 
has been exempli fted by hiftories of de- 
graded heroes arnd pttfecuted patriots. 
I chdofe to illuftrate it by an inftancefrom 
common* life. As it was very natural 
for enquiry to be bufy sfcout an objea: 
Aat fo ftrorigly arVefted attention, Welbon 
difcovered Marianne's'' mdependefft for- 
tune. Rumour on this* oefcafion *a&ed in 
her ufusl way, increafrtig it to it teaft 
one hundred thoufand pounds; for the 
ftiany-tongued goddefs always fcritargels 
toe poffeffions of the' Wealt'hy, in the kmc 
proportion as '/He diriinilhes the relburces 

©fr the vnfortunai**. 
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We were like wife told chat Mr. Dudley 
and Louifa were almoft dependent upon 
Marianne, who, like moft favourites oC 
fprtune,. was capricious, vain, and haughty,; 
and returned their, kind folicitudeto pleafe 
with whimfical indifference* No, fooner 
did we knpw that the former objefts of 
our diflike were lefs happy , than we fup- 
pofed, than all their good qualities- burfl; 
\n a flood ypon us, and we alternately 
pitied and admired the modeft, thejfen- 
fible, and affable Louifa. 

Thefe tender fentiments were confirmed 
by frefh news from Stannadine., John 
^hewapd-tmn, had tpl^ Betty. at the oft 
Pffife, that a fine gendemaji wa^ expe&eji 
as a fuitor to the, younger Mifs» u Every^ 
lady in D^nbury was, ijpw out of patience 
that fuc^, a, little chatty face fhould be 
preferred to her e^der filler :.< it furnifhec^ 
fcyera|[ pathetije. dictations on the ^ 
tafte an^ mercenary,,temper of ;men Jrj ajnj^ 
brpugg, back tp ; ^;^e^ce^ 
our fociety the goldep days of yoyth^ 
when female merit, unleis T obftinately 

tent 
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bent on a fingle ftate, was fure of pro- 
curing the regard of the other fex. Mrs. 
Eleanor Singleton and myfelf enlarged 
upon the difficulty we had to avoid being 
a&ually worried into matrimony, in fpitc* 
of our avowed declarations to the contrary. 

I have often lamented the fituation of 
many good ladies, who like myfclf may 
be faid almoft to, fubfift upon news, and 
are often forced to devour very unwhole- 
fome aliment. . The events which really 
happen m a final! neighbourhood, arc not 
fufiicieht to furnifti the fupplies conveN 
fation eternally requires, without the aid 
of fiftion. I have often, though encum- 
bered.with my umbrella and pattens, car- 
ried a piece of intelligence round the 
town in the morning, which in the even- 
ing I was'again forced to ftep out and con- 
tradict. An extrafi: from my weekly 

journal will prove this obfervation. 

* - 

MONDAY, 

Mr. Pelham is come to Stannadine — 
, They will foon be married, for the man- 
tua-maker went over this morning, doubt- 
vol. i. c lefs 



Di 



36 A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

lefs to receive orders about wedding- 
clothes. Memorandum* Mifs Carda- 
roum fays they will have the clothes from 
a London warehoufe, and that the groom 
went to town yefterday about them. 

k 

v 

TUESDAY. 

Not quite certain which of the ladies 
Mr. Pelham addreffes. He was feen 
walking this morning with Mifs Dudley. 

WEDNESDAY. 

Mifs Marianne has pofitively refufed 
him — She may be a long time before lhe 
has another offer. 

THURSDAY, 

It is very odd, if he is refufed, that he 
ftill ftays at Stannadine. Perhaps he in- 
tends to offer himfelf to Louifa. 

FRIDAY. 

We have all been miftaken. The 
Houfckeeper told my butcher when he 
went there for orders, that Mr. Pelham 
is not come as a lover, but only as an 
old friend of the family. 

Finally, 
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Finally, after Mr. Pelham's perfon and 
character had run through all the changes 
of handfome and ugly, young and old, 



■ 


w 


1 





we fent him back to his own habitation 
on Saturday. Now, though wc could not 
difcovcr the myftery, there really was 
fomething in Mr. Pelham's vifit. 

Ever fince Marianne's arrival at her 
father's, Mifs Dudley perceived an un- 
ufual gravity in her air and manner ; and 
with true fifterly affe&ion as well as deli- 
cacy, endeavoured to encourage her to 
reveal the caufe by a foothing tertdernefii 
of behaviour, rather than by a p$tng 
curiofity, which indeed never deleaves, 
and feldom poiTefies confidence. The 
timid Marianne at length, ventured to 
unbofom herfelf to her fifter, by owning 
that during her vifit at Lady Milton's, fhe 
had received declarations of love from 
Mr. Pelham, her Ladyfhip's nephew, 
a gentleman of handfome fortune and un- 

blcmiftied chara&er. 

c 2 Louifa 
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Loiitfa congratulated her upon fo re- 
fpe&able a canqueft, and exprefied the 
tranfporc flie would feel at feeing her 
placed under the prote&ion of a worthy 
hufbandj but added, that probably (he was 
not yet able to judge, whether Mr. Pelham 
really pofieffed the requifites that were 
cflential to her ideas of happinefs. 

Marianne's uncertainty upon this fubjeft 
did not arife from any' doubt flie enter- 
tained refpeding the gentleman's merits, 
or the poflibility of her approving him. 
, She was fearful left Mifs Milton's affec- 
tions fhould have beenr engaged by her 
€*ufin, in which cafe (he would die a thou- 
fand deaths before flie would be the caufe 
of blading the tender bloffom of her 
Eliza's latent love. She had not indeed 
any grounds for this fufpicion, but the 
friendftiip which fubfifted between the 
ladies was of a romantick kind, and con- 
fcquently was too refined in its hopes 
and fears to be adapted to ordinary capa- 
cities, 5 > 

Louifa 
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Louifa was not cafuift enough to de- 
termine the intricate queftion, whether 
Marianne ought to rejett Mr. Pelham, 
on the poflibility that Mifs Milton might 
be in love with him. Knowing no other 
rules of adtion than the plain laws of 
equity and honour, how could (he decide 
on -a point, which I may fay was finely ob- 
fcured by furrounding difficulties ? Had 
flie pleaded for Mr. Pelham, Marianne 
had a variety of inftances of high hfroick 
virtue to produce, not drawn indeed from 
a&ual obfervatlon of life, but from her 
favourite ftudies. She had long been 
an attentive reader of memoirs and adven- 
tures, and had tranlplanted into her gen- 
tle bofom all the foft feelings and highly 
refined fenfibilities of the refpe&ive 
heroines. 

After feveral days of cruel perplexity, 
in which flie at length refolved to facri- 
fice love (for flie doubted not her own 
regard for Mr. Pelham) upon the altar 
of friendfhipj a fervant arrived with a 
packet from Lady Milton. The firft 

c 3 letter 
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letter addreffed to Mr. Dudley I lhall 
4 Sir, 

4 Though many years have intervened, 
4 fince your departure from England ter- 
c minated an acquaintance from which I 

* received the fincereft pleafure, I do not 
4 doubt your recognifing the writing of 
4 an old friend with joy. The warm 
4 efteem which your excellent wife ever 
4 exprelTed for me and my late fifter 
c Pelham, and the happy hours we paflcd 
c together in early life, induces me to 
c urge my prefent requeft with an air of 
c confidence* The many excellencies 
c of your younger daughter have made 

* a deep impreffion upon my nephew's 
€ heart; I flatter myfelf, Sir, that upon 
4 enquiry you will find both his morals 

* and fortune unexceptionable. Should 
"* he be fo fortunate as to obtain the ap- 
4 probation of the young lady and your- 
4 felf, I cannot exprefs the tranfport I 

* {Hall feel at receiving the child of my 
f moft valued friend into my family. My 

4 daughter, 
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4 daughter, who loves her Marianne with 
€ more than a fitter's fondnefs, is in rap- 
« tures at difcovering her coufin's attach- 
€ ment, and laments bittely that a dif- 
4 order in her eyes prevents her from 
c addreffing her dear correfpondent upon 

* the fubjeft. Mr. Pelham writes by the 
c fame conveyance. Allow me, Sir, to 

* hope that his propofals will be as agree- 
€ able to you, as the fweet objett of his 
c affedtions is to us, and that you will fix 
f an early day for the vifit he requefts per- 

* miffion to make. With refpe&ful com- 
c pliments to yourfelf and Mifs Dudley, 

* with whom I hope foon to renew a per- 

* fonal acquaintance, and kindeft love to 
' my dear niece eleft, (pardon the free- 
« dom of that expreffion,) 1 remain, 

c Dear Sir, 

* Yours affedlionately, 

■ E. MILTON/ 
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CHAP. V. 

Female irrefolution may proceed from too 
much as well as from too little refinement. 

A MIND difpofed to enjoy all the 
agreeable circumftances this . world affords, 
would have confidered the letter with 
which I concluded my laft chapter as a 
pleafant event, at leaft as an indifputable 
proof that the Miltons actually defired 
the propofed alliance. But Marianne 
Dudley was too refine^ to be thus eafily 
Satisfied. She doubted not that her Lady- 
Ihip ftated, as far as fhe knew, the real 
caufe of Eliza's diftreffing filence, but 
could delicacy, while labouring under the 
pangs of hopclefs love, do otherwife thaa 
endeavour to conceal its tortures, under 
the aflfumed air of indifpofuion ? No, it 
was too evident j Eliza was certainly in 
love. 

Such were the reflexions which agitated 
her bofom, when her father with a fmiling 
air delivered the letter for her perufal. 

Louifa 



Digitized 



A GOSSIP'S STORY*. 43 

Louifa had informed him on his confulcing 
her about their contents, that flic believed 
her fifter was not indifferent to Mr. Pel- 
ham's merits; how then could he account 
for the ftrong diftr-efs vifible in Marianne's 
countenance: fhe however, recolle&ing 
that her forrows were of too delicate a 
nature for her father to underftand, 
* thought it right, if poffible, to keep them 
from his obfervation, and hurried out of 
the room juft in time to conceal a flood 
of tears. 

Mr. Dudley turned to Louifa to explain 
this extraordinary circumftance, who per- 
haps thinking her fifter a little whimfical, 
difguiffd her knowledge of the real caufe, 
and pleaded the perplexing terrors an 
ingenuous and refle&ing mind muft feel 
at the idea of intruding its happinefs to 
a ftranger's care. She took an oppor- 
tunity of following Marianne to her 
dreffing-room as foon as fhe could, and 
found her juft recovered from a profound 
reverie. A happy and heroical thought 
bad occurred. By receiving Mr. Pei- 

c 5 * ham's 
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ham's addrcffcs (he would be enabled to 
judge of the ftate of Mifs Milton's heart; 
and if by her pining defpair her latent 
love was confirmed, generous friendfhip 
might at any time renounce its own hap- 
pinefs, and even at the altar refign the 
expedtant bridegroom, who, if unwilling 
to accept the fubftituted charmer, would 
be no hero. 

She communicated this plan toLouifa, 
who, happy that a treaty fo agreeable to 
her father might at any rate commence, 
informed him immediately of her fitter's 
acquiefcence. A letter of invitation was 
in confequence difpatched, and the happy 
lover foon appeared at Scannadine. 

If an open, ingenuous countenance, 
manly fenfe, and tafy accommodating 
manners may allowably inlpire the be- 
holders with a fort of intuitive efteem j 
Mr. Pelham, who poflefled all thefe advan- 
tages, had a claim to the warm affe&ion 
with which Mr, and Mifs Dudley received 
him. They felicitated each other on the 
agreeable profpeft which the propofed 

acquaint- 
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acquaintance offered ; and forgetting that 
the tie of relationfhip was not yet con- 
firmed, received him with all the kindnefs 
of a brother and fon. He brought Mari- 
anne a letter from Mifs Milton, di&ated 
with fuch apparent cafe and heartfelt 
fatisfa&ion, that even her fertile imagina- 
tion could fcarcely ftart any frefh doubts 
on that head. 

Yet (he was not happy. She now began 
to be apprehenfive that Mr. Pelham was 
not the kind of chara&er with whom (he 
could enjoy that perfeft and uninterrupted 
felicity which (he was certain the union 
of two kindred minds afforded. In the 
firft place, he feemed much more gay and 
livelv than was confident with the pain- 
ful fufpence in which courtfliip ought to 
keep the lover's heart. His manner was 
unembarrafled, which was wrong ; he was 
comfortable in her abfence ; her prefence 
indeed feemed to give him fatisfa£tion, 
but not of the tranfporting kind fhe ex- 
pefted. He maintained his own opinions 
in convention, and though he treated 

c 6 her 
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her with refpedt, yet not witfi deference. 
In his addreflh as a lover, he fell far fhort 
of that kneeling ecftatig tenderneft, 
that reftlefs folicitude, that profound ve- 
neration, in fhort, thofc thoufand name- 
lefs refinements, which fome call abfur-r 
dicies and fome delicacies, but by which 
men, who really love, afpire to gain the 
woman of their heart. Confequentljr 
might flie^ not fear that his attachment 
was not of a kind to render their future 
lives a ftate of paradifiacal blife ? 

If my readers fuppofe that the lady's 
faftidioufnefs arofe from vanity, arrogance, 
or fpleen, they miftake the chara&er I 
mean to delineate. It was long ago ob- 
ferved that the virtues lie between two 
oppofite vices ; thus is all our attention 
awakened to keep the ftraight path of rec- 
titude, as the lead deviation leads us into 
one of the extremes. From over-drained 
humility, from gentlenefs which had en- 
creafed to timidity, and from fenfibility 
indulged till it became a weaknefs, from 
thefe caufe$ I fay, and from a wrong efti- 

mate 
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mate of life, the errors and forrows of 
Marianne Dudley are to be derived. 

In her chara&er I wifli to exhibit the 
portrait of gn amiable and ingenuous 
mind, felicitous to excel, and defuous to 
be happy, but deftitute of natural vigour 
or acquired (lability ; forming to itfelf 
a romantick ftandard, to which nothing 
human ever attained ; perplexed by ima- 
ginary difficulties ; finking under fancied 
evils; deftroying its own peace by the 
very means which it takes to fecure it; 
and afling with a degree of folly beneath 
the commpn level, through its defire of 
afpiring above the ufual limits of female 
excellence. 

Left an objeftion fhould be ftarted, that 
the exhibition of fuch a charaftcr may be 
of differvice to the general caufe of mo- 
rality, I ihall urge my reafons for main- 
taining a contrary opinion. I have looked 
on life with deep attention, and forefee 
i>o evils likely to enfue from impreffing 
upon the minds of youth, as foon and as 
deeply as poffible, juft notions of the 

journey 
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journey they arc about to take, and juft 
opinions of their fellow-travellers, 1 am 
perluaded that the imaginary duties which 
the extreme of modern refinement pre- 
scribes, are never pra&ifed but at the ex- 
pence of thofe folid virtues, whofe fupe- 
rior excellence has ftood the teft of ages* 
I conceive that the rules prefcribed to us 
as focial and accountable beings, are fully 
fufEcient to exercife 11 our induftry while 
in this tranfitory ftate. I wifli to afk the 
fair enthufiafts who indulge in all the ex- 
travagance of heroick generofity, roman- 
tick love, and exuberant Jriendlhip, 
whether they really fuppofe it poffible to 
improve upon the model which Chrift- 
ianity (our beft comfort in this world and 
fure guide to the next) prefents for our 
imitation. If not, I would tell them, 
that fimple but ineftimable code prefents 
no puzzling queftion to tear the divided 
heart by contrary duties. It fpeaks of 
life as a mutable fcene, and it admonifhes 
us to enjoy its bleffings with moderation, 
and to endure its evils with patience. It 

tells 
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tells us that man is as variable as the 
world he inhabits, that imperfe&ions 
niingle with the virtues of the beft; and 
by the fine idea of a ftate of warfare, urges 
us to conftant circumfpe&ion and un- 
wearied attention. From this mixture of 
good and evil it diredls our purfuit after 
the former, by teaching us to curb our 
paffions, and to moderate our defires $ to 
expeffc with diffidence, enjoy with grati- 
tude, and refign with fubmiffion. It com- 
mands us, confeious of our own failings, 
to be indulgent to the errors of others. 
Upon the bafis of mutual wants, general 
imperfe&ion, and univerfal kindred, it 
builds the fair ftru&ure of candour and 
benevolence. 

And do thefe, writers whofe works 
generally fall into the hands of the younger 
part of the fofter fex, indeeH fuppofe that 
they ferve the inter efts of this divine in- 
ftitution, when they excite the dangerous 
excefs of the paflions, by reprefenting 
the violence of love, grief, defpair, and 
jealoufy, not only as amiable frailties, 

but 
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but as commendable qualities ? Ought 
fuicide ever to be introduced by a Chrift- 
ian author, but as a brand of infamy to 
mark chara&ers peculiarly deteftable ? 
Should the love of a man to a married 
woman ever be foftened into an innocent 
attachment, or defcribed as a tender weak- 
nefs which he cannot conquer, confequently 
rather as the error of nature and neceflity, 
than of choice ? Why is the young mind 
led to form hopes which cannot be realized, 
and thus, by barbing the fliafts of difap- 
pointment, to add to the already ample 
flock of human calamities ? In youth we 
ftart upon a race, in which the difficulties 
of the way generally increafe as we draw 
nearer to the goal ; and inftead of (length- 
ening the refolution, and bracing up the 
foul for the conteft, modern writers gene- 
rally teach us to (brink at the firft fliock 
of evil; to melt in tender foftnefs at woes 

• 

of our own creating, and thus to turn 
with difguft from life before the fun of 
our exiftence has advanced to its me- 
ridian. , . 

Thefe 
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Thefe romantick notions indeed gene- 
rally leave us on our journey; but what 
is the confequence ? Repeated difappoint- 
ments four the temper, we grow querulous 
complainers, difagreeable -to others and 
burthenfome to ourfelves; and at laft, 
not unfrequently do we arraign the wif- 
dom of Providence for not having ren- 
dered this world a perfect, inftead of a 
probationary ftate; for not having given 
us the felicity it never promifed, or for 
having implanted in us dc fires which we 
ought to fubdue, fincc our Creator meant 
them rather as trials of fortitude than as 
fources of gratification* 

« 

CHAP. VI. 

The Author endeavours tv get rid of the 
Jerious humour which contaminated the 
laft chapter. 

» 

To thofe who have had the courage 
to follow me through the ferious conclufion 
of the laft chapter, no apologies for Its 

con- 
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tents will I hope be neceflary; and I am 
certain all my well-bred readers will 
exercife their ufual privilege of (kipping 
over the uninterefting page. For their 
fakes, therefore, I fhall immediately relume 
the narrative, premifing, to conciliate 
their regard, that though I live in retire- 
ment, I know too much of the manners 
of the world, ever to expedt even momen- 
tary attention to a moral reproof, when 
it attacks a reigning foible. And indeed, 
fince youth and affluence generally proteft 
their poffeffors from many real calamities, 
and as a certain portion of forrow feems 
neceflary in the compofition of human 
affairs; it would perhaps be cruel to per- 
fuade the gay world to forget the many 
pretty little fubjefts of complaint, and 
all the agreeable viciflitudes which the 
fairy regions of imaginary diftrefs amply 
fupply. 

In returning to my hiftory I fhall illus- 
trate this pofition. Can the calm fatis- 
fadtion a young woman, who thinks and 
a£U in a common way, would receive 

from 
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from the addrefics of fuch a lover as Mr # 
Pelham, be half fo enchanting as the fweet 
perturbations, the delightful emotions, 
which a fuperior turn of fentiment excited 
in Marianne's bread ?- Now elevated by 
the hope that he would refine into an 
Orondates, now agonized by the idea 
that he had nothing of true fenfibility in 
his compofition* From her early child- 
hood ftie had maintained a voluminous 
correfpondence with Mifs Milton; but 
on the prefent occafion fhe was deprived 
of all the confolation which pouring out 
her foul to her Eliza would have afforded, 
by that young lady's warm efteem for 
her coufin, Mifs Dudley's fincere affec- 
tion and acknowledged prudence pointed 
her out as a proper confidante, but un- 
fortunately fhe wanted the grand requi- 
fite, for Louifa had fo little fentiment, 
that fhe was more inclined to laugh at 
her fitter's apprehenfions, than to pour 
balm into the wound. Marianne was there- 
fore compelled to confine her forrows 
almoft wholly to her own bofom. 

On 
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On the contrary, Mr. Pelham was fo 
thoroughly fatisfied with his reception that , 
he impatiently wjfhed for an alliance with a 
family truly eftimable in all its branches. 
The romantick turn of his fair miftrefs did 
not indeed efcape his penetration, and he 
once dared to rally her upon - the fubjeft; 
but perceiving it only encreafed the feriouf- 
nefs of her features, he carefully avoided 
again introducing it.- He had delicacy 
enough to be tender of the failings of the 
woman whom he loved, and enough of 
Jove to be convinced, that the fweetnefs of 
her temper and the goodnefs of her heart 
would conquer the little errors which a 
romantick prbpenfity had engrafted upon 
her inexperienced mind; at leaft would 
prevent them from ever giving pain to 
an afFedlionarc Imfband. He hoped a 
little commerce with the world, to which 
. fhe was almoft a ftranger, would divert 
her thoughts from their prefent train, 
and he anticipated the agreeable profp££t 
of her laughing in a few years at her 
former emhufiaim. 

Soon 
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Soon after he left Stannadine he was 
invited to .Milton Hall, to join in the 
feftivities which were intended to welcome 
the return of her Ladyftip's only fon 
from the Indies j where he had refided 
feveral years in a military ftation, and 
amaffed a fortune fufficient to reftore that 
ancient family to the refpeCtability it for- 
merly poflcfled. At this happy meeting, 
Mr, Pelham's agreeable profpefb were 
difcufled amongft other family topicks. 
He fpoke of the merits of Mr. and Mifs 
Dudley in fuch warm terms of recommen- 
dation, that Sir William Milton's impa- 
tience to be introduced to thefe eftimable 
characters, could not confine its defire 
of gratification till after his coufin's nup- 
tials. The privileges allowed to an ac- 
cepted lover, feemed to juftify a requeft 
to accompany him on his next vifit to 
the Dudleys, and Mr. Peiham, not a little 
proud of his Marianne's attractions, had 
no objection to introduce her to his 



Nature 
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Nature indeed had been far lefs liberal 
toSirWilliam than to the other gentleman. 
To judge by his countenance, a gloomy 
fufpicious foul feemed to lour from under 
his dark bent eye-brows, and the air of 
confcious hauteur, which accompanied 
all his a&ions, rendered even his conde- 
fcenfions painful and mortifying. He 
had been too long accuftomed to the fer- 
vile adulation of the caft, to recoiled* 
that freeborn Britons are feldom inclined 
to admit the claims of wealth and arro- 
gance, if men pofiefs no fuperior title to 
refpeft and efteem. So ftriking was his 
appearance, that even the candid Louifa 
told her fitter, that, if Mr. Pelham's coun- 
tenance had been as unpleafing, (he would 
have confidered her apprehenfions of fu* 
ture unhappinefs to have been rational. 

But though Mifs Dudley drew thefe 
unfavourable conclufions from Sir Wil- 
Jiam's manner, he faw in her's an en- 
chanting grace which enforced his appro- 
bation. Never did eafy fweetnefs of tem- 
per, modeft fenfe, poliftied affability, 

and 
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and ftri& propiety of cxprcflion and be- 
haviour, appear more amiable than in the 
worthy Louifa. Thefe were the qualities 
which he moft defired in a companion 
for life, and conceiving the propofals he 
had it in his power to make coo ample 
to admit of hefitation, he foon requefted 
a private conference with Mr. Dudley, 
and aflced his permiffion to addrefs his 
elder daughter. 

The fond father would have rejoiced, 
if the man who afpired to the juftly 
e deemed darling of his heart had been 
more apparently amiable. He anfwered 
with hefitation. His daughter's choice , 
was free, and he (hould limit his inter- 
ference to the chara&er of an advifer* but 
he added, the liberality of Sir WilKam's 
propofals required at lead franknefs on 
his part. It might be expected from his 
ftyle of living, that Louifa's fortune would 
prove adequate to the expectations Sir 
William Milton might juftly pretend to. 
.It was unhappily the reverfe. Indeed on 
declining the mercantile bufmefs, he ima- 
gined 
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gincd he had fecured an handfomc income, 
but the deftru&ion of that part of Barba- 
does in which his eftate lay, together with 
the doubtful credit of a great mercantile 
houfe, in whole concerns he had from 
motives of private friend fhip rafhly 
embarked all his perfonal property, ren- 
dered his daughter's fortune at beft but 
problematical; and he feared he could 
rate her value at little more than a mind, 
which would not be deftitute of comforts, 
even in deprefied circumftanccs. 

S\r William was more gratified than 
difappointed at this difcovery. The idea 
of laying a wife under an- obligation was 
rather flattering to his pride; and fince 
his own fortune was too large to confine 
his views in plans of expenditure, he was 
defirous of marrying a woman who having 
no claim of her own to affluence, might 
enjoy the wealth to which he gave her a 
title, with exultation and gratitude. He 
told Mr. Dudley, that, thanks to fortune 
and his own exertions, he had no reafon 
to confider pecuniary conveniences. Mifs 

Dudley 
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Dudley was the woman he (hould prefer 
to all others, and he even wiftied her to 
bring him nothing more than her merit 
and her affe&ions^ 

There was fuch an air of generality in 
the above declaration, that Mr. Dudley 
condemned himfelf for having yielded to 
erroneous and uncharitable prepofleflions. 
He promiftd to introduce him to his 
daughter, as an admirer whofc preten- 
tions met his approbation; and then 
retired to confidcr of the moft likely means 
to render his mediation fuccefsful. He 
recolle&ed that when they difcuffed the 
characters of their vititants the preceding 
evening, Louifa had fpoken of Sir Wil- 
liam in terms of fuch ftrong difapproba- 
tion, and drawn a parallel between him 
and Mr. Pelham lb manifeftly to Sir 
William's difadvantage, that Mr. Dudley 
thought proper gently to check her 
warmth, as rather indicative of the rafli- 
nefs of a precipitate conclufion, than of 
the difpaffionate, candid judgment he 
wiflied her to form. She yielded with 

▼ol. 1. d placid 
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placid fubmiflion to his reproofs, and al- 
lowed the force of the extenuating circum- 
ftances he urged in Sir William's behalf; 
but, refle&ing upon thecircumftance, Mr* 
Dudley thought he perceived her acqui- 
efcence had rather proceeded from defe- 
rence than from convi&ion. 

• 

CHAP. VII. 

fi Extremely dull. 

Mr. Dudley haftened to Louifa's 
apartment, impatient to difcufs the im- 
portant fubjedt which occupied his atten- 
tion. He intended to ftate with emphafis 
and precifion the reafons which induced 
him to accede to Sir William's offers, 
and to exert his own influence over Louifa's 
mind to enfure their fuccefsj but ere he had 
proceeded far, the young lady's apprehen- 
fions took the alarm. She funk upon her 
knees, and clafping her father's hands* 
with eyes fwimming in tears, and looks 
full of anxiety and confirmation, ex- 
claimed, 
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claimed, cc My deareft Sir, do not marry 
me to Sir William Milton. " 

To give pain to that bofom which had 
been the faithful repofitory of his fecrets 
and forrows; to afflid the dutiful and 
amiable child, to whofe love and fym- 
pathy he had ever fled as a refuge from 
injury, and a cure for difappointment; 
was more than Mr. Dudley's refolution 
could fupport* He tenderly raifed her; - 
aflured her of his unremitting tendernefsj 
and hurried out of the room to give vent 
to the expreffion of that concern his fwell- 
ing heart could fcarcely retain. 

When alone, and removed from the in- 
fluence of her powerful tears, he recol- 
le&ed that till (he was in pofleflion of the 
whole argument, her decifion could not 
be juft. The fentiments refpedting filial 
confidence which fhe had always enter- 
tained, the known propriety of her con- 
duct, and the calm command (he had 
ever poffefied over her affe&ions, left him 
no room to fuppofe that her diflike to 
Sir William proceeded from the addrefles 

d 2 of 
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of a preferred, though unacknowledged 
lover. He at leaft determined to make 
another attempt, and fearing again to 
expofe his refolution to the influence of 
her fofc diftrefs, had recourfe to his pen, 
and wrote the following letter ; 

< TO MLSS DUDLEY, 

4 However lively my dear child's re- 
< lu&ancc to read this addrefs may be, it 

* cannot exceed what I feel, while by 
4 writing it I difcharge a certain, though 

* painful duty* Let a fimilar inducement 
4 urge you, my Louifa, to weigh my ar- 
4 guments with attention. When you 

* have done this, with all the temper and 

* confederation of which you are miftrefs, 
r I give you my word that your anfwer 

* (hall be decifive. The fubjeft in di£- 
« cuffkm fhall never more be revived, if 
« you perfift in your refufah 

€ Have I too highly rated your confi- 

* dence in me, by fuppoling that you are 
' a&ually free from the impijlfe of a prior 
« attachment, and confequently at liberty 

* to govern your heart by the tli&ates 

15 c of 
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'of your judgment? If, my love, from 
1 exuberant delicacy or extreme timidity, 
1 you have concealed from me a fecret 

* of fuch importance, this is the moment 
c of difcovery. To urge you in favour 
i of Sir William, while you feel a pre- 
c ference for another, would at once be 
c cruel and unjuft. Fear no upbraidings 
€ from a father : my arms are open to em* 
f brace you, my heart confirms your 
' pardon, and my beft advice and affiftance 
1 are ready any way in which you lhall 
c require their exertion} but till you affure 
9 me to the contrary, I will fuppofe. yo» 
4 abfolutely difengaged. 

c Did all men fee you with my partial 
f eyes, I fhould liave a propofal to aft* 
1 nounce, at lead as unexceptionable as 
c that which awaits the acceptance of 
c your happy filler. I do not fcruple to 
c own that neither the perfon or manners 

* of Sir William Milton are conciliating* 
1 His virtues appear to be of the ftern 
1 rather than of the amiable caft, and I 
< (hould conceive, that like our firft King 

d 3 c Charles, 
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c Charles, he would foil the glofs of gene- 
f rofity by an ungracious method of be- 

€ flowing favours. But when the heart 

• 

9 is right, candour will excufe the reft. 
4 Were you lefs happy in the prudent 
f gentlenefs of your own temper, I would 
€ not recommend an union with one who 
f will probably claim indulgence. I depend 
1 upon the influence of your fweetnefs, to 
€ foften his afperity, or at leaft to enable 

* you to fupport its effeds with patience 
€ and chearfulnefs. You have too much 
'good fenfe to expeft perfection either 

* in character or fituation, and though an 
€ accommodating temper is eflential to 
1 happinefs in moft marriages, I think my 
' Louifa might be happy if her hufband 
c pofleffed it but in an inferior degree. 

€ I build my hopes on the juft fenfe he 
f has of your merits. He generoufly fup- 

* pofes them an ample equivalent for all 
c the advantages wealth can beftow. How 
c flattering is this opinion to a doating 
•father! How fatisfadtory, when he 
c rcfle&s that his darling child's virtues 

c arc 
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' are of a caft that will bear the fcruti- 

* nizing eye of inquiry ! That they will 
c realize the expectations of love, and 
1 elevate it into efteem ! Am I too fan- 
< guine in fuppofing that a man, who can 

* make the liberal offers he has done, 
c will be influenced by the fweet and can- 
c did partner he has purchafed with his 
c liberty and his fortune? 

f You are, I know, above pecuniary 
( motives^ on this head, however, I fhall 
1 introduce myfelf. Unwilling te difturb 
' your peace, I have as much as poflible 
c diminiftied my fears for the fecurity of 

* the fleet, in which the little property 
c I could prcferve from the wreck of my 
f fortunes in the Weft-Indies, is embarked. 
c I have alfb wholly concealed my doubts, 
c which are now almoft. certainties, refped- 
c ing the refponfibility of the Meflieurs 
€ Tonnereaus. Sir William knows on 
4 what a doubtful contingence your fortune 
c depends, and I never fhall forget the 
c air of pleafure his countenance afiumed 
€ at the difcovery ; as if he till then doubted 

d 4 • the 
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• the validity of his pretcnfions to you. 
4 Confider, my child, if my apprehenfions 
c are juft (and 1 aflbre you I did not lightly 
« entertain them) how I am to fupport 
c the thought that my ralh and fatal con- 
c fidence has reduced you to penury* 

• You will, I know, endure adverfity with 
€ dignity and patience, but every fmile 
c in which you meekly drefs your coun- 
1 tcnancc to receive me, will be a dagger 
4 in my confcious heart. 

€ To you, who have been bred in afflu- 
' ence, the perplexities of a limited for- 

• tune are inconceivable while at a dif. 
' tance; but when experienced they will 
c be mod poignantly felt. I knew them, 
' my child, in my early years. My ex- 
« cellent father poffefled every defirable 
f blefling except a competence. He was, 
< you know, a Clergyman, living upon 
f fmall preferment. His numerous family 
« was at once his delight and his perplexity, 
f the fource of all his pleafures, and the 
« objedt of all his fears. Even his firm 
' philofophick mind and fteady confidence 

<in 
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' in Heaven, fometimes yielded to the 
' diftrefles which the numerous wants of 

* his children occafioned; and the fear of 

* leaving his almoft adored wife, and his 

* orphans deftitute, to> the mercy of 
' the world, grew as his health declined 
1 almoft infupporeable. 

« F rom fuch pangs, my Louifa, I would 
c fecure you, by an union with a worthy, 
■ though perhaps not an highly amiable 
man. Perfbnal confederations are beneath 
your attention. Defect in chara&er is the 
unavoidable lot of humanity. If you 
have difcovered no reafons fordifappro- 
bation, ftroogejr than thofe you ftated 
laft nignt, and your heart ir totdlty dif, 
engaged, I trufr your affeaioos may be 
taught t*y gratitude t»fl<fcw in the channel 
which judgment prefcttbes. If youi» 
repugnance is ftill infunmountable, do 
not add to your perplexity by the appre- 
henOoo of cny difpleafarc. The reafoos 
which ibftacjiad my child are at Icaft 
entitled to my rt(jp&. Whether I 
poflefs a cottage or a palace, my Louifi 
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* is moft welcome to the comforts it 
c affords. The companion of my pro- 
' fperity fhall teach me to fupport ad verfity : 
c her happinefs not her aggrandifement 
€ is the wifh of her 

€ Moft affe&ionate father, 

€ Richard Dudley/ 

CHAP. VIII. 

An attempt at novelty. Louifa relu&antly 
confents to admit the addrejfes of a rich 
young baronet. 

^/IlSS Dudley had fcarcely recovered 
from the involuntary (hock, which the 
firft intimation of Sir William Milton's 
attachment had occafioncd, when her 
father's letter arrived. She had perfuaded 
herfelf that either entreaty or fortitude 
might prevent the dreaded tie. The con- 
tents of the letter would at leaft have con- 
vinced her, that fomething could be urged 
in juftification of Mr. Dudley's wifhes ; 
but the fentiments of love and confidence 

♦ - . with 
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with which it was replete, forcibly appeal- 
ing to her heart, and calling forth the 
mingled fentimems of filial piety and 
ftrong relu&ance, too much agitated her 
mind to allow her to reafon. She fat a 
few moments trembling and filent, and 
then burft into tears, 

Marianne, who at that moment entered 
the drefling-room, was fhocked at her 
lifter's pale and agitated countenance* 
She flew towards her: l< You are ill, my 
dear Louifa, for Heaven's fake, Ipeak." 
Mifs Dudley faintly attempted to fmile. 
< c My diforder," faid (he, " is nothing 
but an apprehenfive mind; you have 
a claim to my confidence* Sir William 
Milton has made propofals rcfpefting me 
to my father, which I am grieved to fay 
he approves." 

" Ah, my love," exclaimed Marianne, 
cc how fimilar is our fate! I have en- 
dured too much not to pity you; but 
what are your refolves ?" " If poffible, 
to comply with my father's wifhes," re- 
turned Louifa. " Heroick girl ! The 

d 6 refolutioa 
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refolution is worthy of yourfelf. I have 
at la(l brought my mind to the fame deter- 
mination.. Hearts like ours, my Louifa, 
can never know felicity but in the con- 
verfc of a kindred foul ; yet though our 
future lives muft pafs in one fad joyleft 
tenour, it will be a fupport in our fuffer- 
ings, to refleft that we have complied 
with the paternal injun&ion. This thought 
will be a balm to all our woes, and will ac 
laft render the bed of death eafy. I have 
long ago given up every hope, except 
what I derive from your affediion. My 
lifter in blood and now alfo in affli&ion/* 

Louifa was too fcrioufly difcompofcd 
to anfwer this addrefs in any other way 
than by a tender preffure of her hand. 
She begged to be alone. cc I muft/V faid 
flie, " be prompt in my reply as it will 
be decifive, I ought to deliberate/' Mari- 
anne exprefled how deeply lhe felt for 
her, and withdrew. 

Louifa now exerting all her natural for- 
titude, again perufed her father's letter* 
« Shall I/' faid flic, « fhrink from a duty, 

when 
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when encouraged by example as well as 

precept ?" 

To her father's inquiry refpedting 3 
pre-engagement, fhe fancied fhe could 
give a clear and facisfadtory negative. 
She had 1 not entirely efcaped the addreffes 
of lovers, but neither their affiduities nor 
their offers ever excited more than a 
momentary attention* How then could 
fhe explain the violence of her averfion 
to Sir William? and yet the more fhe 
probed her heart, the more fenfible fhe 
was of her reludance. 

Her father's obfervaticn in the fucceed* 
ing paragraph, refpedfog ihe fuperior 
merit of ker happier fift*r*s tover, brought 
Mr. Pelham before her eye*, in all that 
ftrong light of contraft in which her fancy 
had often exhibited him. Her imagina- 
tion winged by the wi(h r thac he, inftcad of 
S}t William, had been the lover Mr. Dud- 
ley propofed, did not eafily return from its 
excurfit* flight, to recolteft chat wifhes 
are the weak refort of a querulous, im- 
paflwned midd. Her foul was above ' 

envy, 
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envy, and though the brightnefs of Mari- 
anne's profpe&s feemed to deepen the 
gloom of her own, (he perceived her 
lifter was not in reality happier. By her, 
the real excellencies of Mr. Peiham's 
conduit were overlooked, while lhe con- 
tinued in fanciful purfuic after an imagi- 
nary undefined good. Louifa again en- 
deavoured to avoid the fault (he faw in 
her fifter, and to make the beft of her 
own lot ; but in endeavouring to think 
of Sir William, the idea of Mr. Pelham 
again returned. Her cheek glowed, and 
perhaps for the fiift time lhe had caufe 
to arraign the rc&itude of her heart/ 
Deceived by the native opennefs of her 
temper* (he fuppofed lhe was only culti- 
vating the friendflhip a fifter ought to feel 
for a fitter's lover, when her attention 
Mras rivetted to all Mr. Pelham's words 
and aftions. Without her own concur- 
rence, or indeed knowledge, her thoughts 
during her hours of retirement had been- 
chiefly appropriated to him. Conviftion 
Bathed upon her foul, and lhe felt a 

moment* 
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momentary humiliation, I fay momen- 
tary, for no fooner did flie difcover the 
ftatc of her heart, than fhc determined 
that Sir William Milton fhould not owe 
his reje&ion to the preference (he fecretly 
entertained for a gentleman, who would 
foon probably be her filler's hufband. 
Marianne's whimfical irrefolution afforded 
her neither hope nor juftification; Mr. 
Pelham's attachment was avowed, and 
his miftrefs muft, if true to her own hap- 
pinefs, reward it. At leaft honour, deli- 
cacy, fifterly love, all forbade her to 
indulge a paffion, which could only end 
in guilt or difappointment. 

On returning to the letter, her father's 
fentiments confirmed her noble rcfolution. 
He praifed her prudence j ought flie to 
difgrace his judgment? He fpoke of 
her as his deareft confolation; and fhould 
lhe add to : his griefs or his embarraffments ? 
What a trahfport to be able to fupport 
an unfortunate but almoft adored father! 
Could love, even innocent happy love* 
fupply a more exalted blifs? 

Deter- 



Di 



74 " A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

Determined, with all the laudable diffi- 
dence of an ingenuous mind, not to truft 
her refolution to the chance of an hour, 
ibe refolved to write to her father, and 
to inform him of the acquiefcence wijth 
his withes. There are fome fecrets 
which fcarcely admit of being difclofed 
even to ourfelves. Louifa's was of this 
nature. Refolved to eradicate an attach- 
ment it would have been criminal to avow, 
flie judged it unnecefiary to mention to 
her father the reafon which mod forcibly 
determined her; fince virtue, difcretion, 
and felf-command told her it would not 
long exift. 

i . . " * TO MR. DUDLEY. 

f Dear and Honoured Father, 
' Have you from my carlieft infancy 
' to this moment ever given & ftronger 
1 proof of your affeflion for me, than 
' the letter I now hold to my throbbing 
•heart? You bid me. Sir, be finccre* I 

• have bathed it with tears of veneration* 

* gratitude, and reluctance. The laft was 
€ the leaft painful emotion. 

€ I acknow- 



Digitized by 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 75 

* I acknowledge no prior attachment 
c and I truft I (hall be able to beftow my 

* heart where your wifhes point. At lead, 
c the gentleman whom your fuperior pe- 
€ netration is difpofed to favour, may be 

* fure of acquiring my efteem. Be pleafcd 
c to inform Sir William Milton that I will 
' endeavour to deferve his generous pre- 
c ference : our acquaintance has been fo 
1 recent that he will not expert mc to 
c fay more. To you, my father, I will 
f own that the unbounded affluence he 

c poffeffes has to me no other chsrov 

* than that it will enable me t6 relieve 
c every artxious cafe which oppreffes your 
c hearts You invite me to partake of 

c your cottage. Oh, for a fanftuary fafe • 
c from every misfortune in which I might 
€ inlhrine you ! Louisa Dudley/ 

The agitation of Mifs Dudley's mind 
was too great to permit her to write with 
a fteady hand. Mr. Dudley, upon re- 
ceiving it, haftened to her apartment. 
CC .I have," faid he, tenderly embracing 

her a 
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her, " received a letter which does 
honour to your filial piety and virtue. 
The pleafure I received from it would 
have been unmixed, could I have for- 
gotten that what gave tranfport to my 
heart, was perhaps the fource of bitter 
pangs to yours." 

cc You have convinced my reafon, Sir," 
replied Louifa ; " and if I did not attempt 
to a£t according to its rules, I fhould 
deferve contempt rather than pity. But 
does Sir William know my anfwer ? I 
truft he does not prefs an immediate in- 
tcrview;" • 

" I have avoided Sir William," faid Mr. 
Dudley, " and for the prefent (hall. You 
have rather told me what you wi(h to 
do, than what you are able to perform. 
It is not neceflarv that he fliould be imme- 
diately accepted, but after he is, it is highly 
important that he fhould not be able to 
tax your conduit with levity or caprice. 
Recoiled yourfelf, my child 1 : the fubjeft 
in debate refpects your future happinefs, 
yet. it is not more important to yourfelf 

than 
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than tome. If th<5 pleas I have urged 
give you pain, forget them/ 1 

" Your tendernefs," faid Louifa, melt- 
ing into tears, <e is lefs pleafing, as it im- 
plies a want of that confidence in my 
ftrength of mind, which I wifli to in- 
fpire. Have I, Sir, forfeited your 
cfteem ? I mean to be ingenuous ; Sir 
William (hall know my errors and defedts* 
I will tell him at our firft interview, that, 
perhaps I can never return his difinterefted 
regard with warm attachment; but that 
he (hall poffefs my duty, efteem, and 
gratitude. If this declaration fatisfies 
him, I will be his/' 

" And (hall I prepare him, my love/* 
faid Mr. Dudley, " by telling him that 
at the apprehenfion of that interview you 

trembled, turned pale, and eagerly caught 
hold of my hand ? My dear child, you 
never appeared more deferving of my 
efteem than at this moment. But be not 
precipitate ; if your refolution is well 
founded, it will be the fame to-morrow 
morning. We (hall, you know, have com- 
pany 
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pany to dinner j refuse your compofure, 
and judge of your lover's behaviour* 
Trivia] circumftances fometimes prove a 
true index to the heart* and may his be 
worthy of yours !" 

Mr. Dudley prefled his daughter's hand 
between his, and withdrew, rightly judg- 
ing that (he would be better enabled to 
tranquillize her mind by reflexion, than 
by a further difcuffion of the painful 



A converfatitm piece, concluded by df<m%. 



1 HE benignant frhile with which . 
Mifs Dudley performed the honours of 
her father's table this day, was not the 
fatisfadtory glow of a delighted heart, but 
the placid fweetnefs of a dignified and 
benevolent mind, Politenefs and atten* 
lion were fo habitual to her, that it was 
impoflible for any of the guefts to com* 
, plain of neglefl, though her bofom was 
throbbing with fenfations of the mod 

* painful 



fubjeft. 



CHAP. IX. 
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painful nature. Determined to give the 
pleafure (he could not feel, fhe fmothered 
her fighs with fuch care, that even Mr. 
Dudley's watchful eye could not difcover 
her ferenity to be only affumed and he 
congratulated himfelf that the alliance 
which promifcd to fupport his tottering ' 
fortunes, would alfo confirm his Louifa's 
happinels* 

The next interefting figure in the 
groupe was Mr. Pelham, but as he really 
was as much at eafe as he appeared, his 
merit muft rank below the mild ch£er- 
fulnefs of Mifs Dudley. His Kvely fenfe 
and attentive good-humour, while it 
feemed only felicitous to call forth the 
various talents of the company, • enjoyed 
the reverberation of the pleafure which 
he excited. Every body went away fatif- 
fied, and perfuaded that, next themfelves, 
Mr. Pelham was the moft amiable and 
beft-informed peribn of the party. Swift 
obferves, c< that the perfon whom all agree 
to pronounce deferving of the fecond 

place, 
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place, defervesin reality the firft:" I (hall 
not controvert this, opinion. 

The fair Marianne was not fo univer- 
sally admired. After fhe had left her 
filler's dreffing-room, to divert the fym- 
pathifing pain : fhe really felt, (he had re- 
courfe to her ftudies. The novel feleded 
for the morning was of the mournful caftv 
and after attending the heroine through 
four long volumes of fentimental mifery, 
the ideas of foft diftrefs were fo familiarized 
to her mind, and fo heightened by Louifa's 
Sufferings and her own perplexities, that 
during the whole evening fhe appeared 
more like the weeping April than the 
ftniling May. 

Sir William Milton exhibited a dif- 
ferent caft of character. On his entrance 
into the room, he caft an obferving glance 
from under his bent brows, on the 
company, which, though it confided of 
all the genteel people of Danbury, he con- 
fidered to be utterly beneath his notice. 
Wrapping himfelf, therefore, in his own 
confcious importance, he fat filently 

enjoying 
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enjoying the fuperiority he felc. At inter- 
vals he threw his eyes upon Louifa, not 
to fee how much fhe furpafled the objects 
around her, but to wonder whyjfhe would 
take pains to render herfelf agreeable to 
Jucb people. '*•'.'! ) . 

I do not hold forth this conduifl as 
prudent. Few people are fo ftupid as 
not to perceive whfen they are defpifed, 
and fewer yet have fufficient fervility to 
fubmit to contempt. Thofc who appear, 
to do fo are guided by interefted motives, 
and it would lower the hauteur of arro- 
gance to rpfleft, that the inferiors on 
whom they: ex^rcife their ill-humour, 
expedt to be repaid for their forbearance. 
Wealth and rank have many natural ad- 
vantages ; mankind only afks permiflion 
to applaud and to admire them. A nod 
from his Grace, a bow from my Lord* 
or a fmile from the Squire, are a fort of 
checque drawn upofn: qpriiOwn, vanity, 
which we pun&ually difcharge with a large 
quantity of commendation;. All my 
neighbours went determined to like the 

Nabob; 
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Nabob; yet even Captain Target, though 
he had relblved to vifit him at Milton- 
hall, returned without being in raptures. 
To own tht truth, every body . was too 
much piqued, to confefs their own pecu- 
liar difappointment, but very kindly 
pitied other people's ; and the unamiable 
defcription of Sir William's haughty re- 
ferve concluded with, "To be fure /(hould 
not fay fo, for he was very civil to me, but 
[ quite rude to Mr. and Mrs. fuch-a-one." 

No fooner had the party broken up* 
than Marianne began to pity Louifa ; " I 
trembled for you, my love, the whole 
<tey," faid fhe. " How embarraffing ! 
to be forced to, entertain (bangers, while 
your heart was torn with fuch cruel ap- 
prehenfions." 

cc I could have wifhed," replied Louifa, 
fmiling, " that you had been a little better 
able to affift me. I was concerned to 
fee you fo out of fpirits." 

" And did you obferve it ? O you arc 
juft fuch a kind attentive friend as my 
dear Grandmamma was ! But fympathy, 

the 
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» 

the boaft of women, has no place in the 
bofom of men. You muft now acknow- 
ledge that I am right. If Mr. Pelham 
loved me, he never could have been fo 
cheerful and volatile while I was fo de- 
prefled. Sir William's behaviour was 
ftrikingly different; he hung upon your 
looks with the air of a man, who only 
lived in your prefence. His filence too 
and deje&ed air were highly expreflive 
of the anxious unaccepted lover. Indeed, 
Louifa, you will rule every movement 
of his foul." 

■ 

" I had rather be lefs important to him, 
or elfe difcover fomething more amiable 
in his manners/' returned Louifa. " His 
fixed attention difconcerted me, but per- 
haps time may render him lefs alarming. 
However, as you are become the pane- 
gyrift of my admirer, let me fpeak in 
favour of yours." 

<f Giddy infenfible creature," replied 
Marianne. 

" How," cried Louifa, cc can you call 
him infenfible, who took this morning, 

vol* i. 4 b unknown 
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unknown to any one, a walk of five miles 
to relieve a worthy family in diftrefs ? 
He is cheerful' and agreeably aniiiated' 
indeed/ but did you ever fee hii' rbfr'th 
offend the la*ws of decorum, pofitenefs, 
or humanity ? With - what refpeft does 
Ke fpeak of ferious and facred fubjedts ? 
His behaviour to Mr. Medium to-dav is 
ih point. How geheroufly. did he refdue 
that diffident man from the frcfthy jefte of 
Captain Target ? What confequerice 
did he give him in the eye of everyone 
, prefent, by the attentions he himfeif 
paid ? I truft I (hculd not have been ne- 
gligent, but it wouKl have been impoffibte 
for rrie to overlook tilt dignity df the? 
clerical character, while fueh a Mentor 
was prefent. - How delicately did' he 
divert from MifsCardamum the common- 
place raillery upon old maids, at (he i iftanc 
too that Mr. Alfop was preparing a laugh 
at the Captain's jokes ? Every one was 
delighted to fee the man of wit- look in- 
finitely more ridiculous, than* thfe poor 
perfecuted fpinfter." 
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" My heart was not fufficiently at cafe 
to obferve them," anfwered Marianne, 
half failing. « But I am rejoiced to fee 
you could. . It certainly is a good omen 
for Sir William." 

• 

" I do not doubt," returned Louifa, 
recolleaing herfelf, « but that I mall, 
foon be able to difcover many latent good 
qualities in him ; and then my prefent re- 
luttance to his addrefles will difappear." 

" Not if you are.Jike me," Hghed Ma- 
rianne, " Mine increafe every hour."^ 

" Then, for Heaven's fake, why not 
immediately refufe Mr. Pelham 

* 

« Can you, who fet me fuch a pattern 1 
of heroifm, afk, or need I anfwer ? Filial 
piety forbids." : : 

« You certainly miftake my father,"; 
returned Louifa ; « he leaves you ablo- 
lutely free : he does not even influence 
you by giving his opinion." .. 

" And can you imagine me ignorant; 
what that opinion is ?" faid Marianne.: 
" His eyes have told it me, every com-: 
mendation he utters convinces me of 

e 2 his 
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his wifhes, and to thofe wifhes I devote 
myfelf a facrifice. I might even afk you, 
why he (hould be fo folicitous to fee you 
married, and yet indifferent how I am 
difpofedof?" 

Louifa, who recollt&ed that her father 
did not wifti to deprefs her fitter's mind, 
by difcovering the misfortunes which 
threatened him, knew not how to reply, 
Marianne, who mifconftrued her embar- 
rafiment, paflionately exclaimed, " Speak, 
your filence is more diftra&ing than cer- 
tainty. If there be any reafon, it muft be 
that I have kfs of his affeftions, and if 
fo, loft, undone Marianne !" " You yield 
to a caufclefs alarm/' returned Louifa. 
u Do, my dear girl, endeavour to conquer 
thele keen fenfibilicies. Be afTured you 
have a full (hare of my father's heart. 
Let me perfuade you to entruft to him 
all your troubles. His tendernefs will 
relieve, and his difcretion will dired you. 
He has all the delicacy you can wifh for 
in a confidents he will encourage you by 
his cojidefcenfion; and fupporr you by his 

firmnefs. 
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firmnefs. When you have opened your 
heart to him, you will no longer doubt 

■ 

his lively affe&ion. Tell me, Marianne, 
will you take courage ? Shall I prepare 
him for the interview ?" 

After a little hefitation Marianne con* 
fented, and retired to confider what her 
troubles and forrows really were. 

In the morning Mils Dudley met her 
father in the library. Her fmiling afpedt 
induced hinri to tell her, that, encouraged 
by the unconftrained e*fe of her beha- 
viour yeiterday, he had acquainted Sir 
William Milton with her determination ; 
which he was the more folicitous to do, 
as he perceived the young Baronet hurt at 
being kept in fufpence. He concluded 
with faying, that the favour of an imme- 
diate introdu&ion had been requefted. 
Louifa had fufficient prefence of mind ro 
avoid trembling, and again catching hold 
of her father's arm, fhe walked to the 
window, and in a few moments faid (he 
would retire to her drefling-room afar 
breakfaft, and would then fee Sir William. 

e 3 She 
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■ 

- She now recolle&ed her lifter's, requeft, 
and ftated, as well as (he was able, the 
irrefolction and terror under which Mari- 
anne laboured. Mr. Dudley, who had 
long thought his younger daughter one 
of the peculiar favourites of fortune, 
was aftonifhed to find that Ihe alfo was 
fuffering und.er " the penalty of Adam." 
He readily promifed his affiftance, but 
had Louifa been in a livelier humour, St is 
poffible they might have mutually laughed 
at the peculiar nature of the fair mourner's 
embarraflment. 

I formerly gave a rcafon why I avoided 
dwelling upon love fcenes $ and indeed 
that which paffcd between Mifs Dudley 
and Sir William was not very well calcu- , 
laced to do credit to the defcriber. The 
gentleman was confequential, the lady 
was confufed. The fwain, at the moment 
he declared his high fenfe of his miftrefs's 
excellencies, took care to place his own 
advantages in a ftriking point of view; 
and the nymph, when he took leave, 
could not help wifhing that he might 

appear 
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- 

appear to greater advantage at his next 
interview. 

Confidering it wrong in her prefenc 
fituation to indulge reflexions to his dif- 
advantage, Mifs Dudley drove to banifh 
them, by adapting the following ftanzas 
to her harpfichord : 

S O N G. 

» 

I. 

Th 1 IdaKan boy with froliclc m!cn 9 
And Cythcrea, changeful Queen, 

To Hyrnen's flirine advance \ 
t Hope beckons to her fairy .band, 
Wlth.thefe the Graces, hand in hand, 

Unite in feftal, dance* 

- 

IX. 

PJeafure attune* her filver fhcll, 
Of cvcr?during joys to tell, 

Which mutual love fupplies ; 
And fanguine youth, enwrcath'd with flowers, 
Tranfported views the white-robM hours, 
' That bright in vifion rife, 

III. 

But not for me the joyful train 
'Bids Plcafure found that raptur'd drain, 
For mc no Graces play ; 

e 4 Th f 
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Th 1 Idalian boy bends not his bow, 
Nor does the torch of Hymen glow 
On me with gladfome ray. , 

IV. ; : 

Be firm, my heart, the conflict dare, 
A father's grief, a father's care, 

Thy wifli'd afient beguiles ; 
And, powerful Virtue ! be thou nigh, 
Chafe the fond dew-drop from my eye, 

And drels my face in fmiles. 

V. 

Nor let me with defponding gloom 
Confine my profpetfs to the tomb, 

Or pine with mortal care ; 
When confidence whifpers mental peace, 
Shall not the war of pafEon ceafe ? 

To guilt belongs defpair. 

< • 

CHAP. X# 

Humbly dedicated to the improvement of all 
fair Quixotes in hcroifm. 

LEST the ;ffe£tion of my readers 
fhould be wholly engroffed by the calm 
dignity with which Louifa reconciled her 
mind to whatever was unpleafant in her 
fituation, I fliall dedicate this chapter to 

15 Mariannei 
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Marianne, who was now immerfejl in a 
Tea of troubles. 

She fo deeply pondered on the pro- 
bable confequences of the interview with 
her father, chat her mind was rendered 
too weak to derive any benefit from it. 
She alternately threw herfelf upon the 
fopha, and reclined upon the bofom of 
her confidential maid Patty. She now 
feared fhe fhould never fupport herfelf in 
the expedted conversation, and then again 
fortified her refolution with hartlhorn. 

Mr. Dudley, at his firft entrance 
into her cf re fling room, perceived his 
daughter's terrors, and endeavoured to 
divert them. He praifed the docility 
of a bull-finch, which, at her bidding 
chanted the tune of " Ma chere amie." 
He next commended the elegant fancy, 
with which fhe had decorated Mifs Mil- 
ton's portrait, by connecting it to her 
own by a broad blue ribband, on which 
the words, « The bond of friendship," 
were embroidered in filver foil. By thus 
leading her attention from the fubjefr, 

* 5 he 
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. he enabled her to recover herfelfj and tn 
a little time (he found courage to tell him, 
thaj fhe wifhed to have his opinion 
whether it would be improper for her to 

idifmils.Mr. Pelham. 

Of that, Mr, Dudley anfwered, fhe 

, muft be the beft judge, as fhe knew what 
kind of encouragement fhe had givrn him. 
( " None, upon her word," fhe re- 
plied, « except permitting his vifits." 

" The difmiflion of a lover who has 

-* . • 

received only that mark of attention/' 
refumed Mr. Dudley, « is rather an em- 
barrafling affair; fince it proves that 
the peiOn you thought worthy, when at 
a diflance, is net fo eligible upon a nearer 
view* Will you, my dear, flate your 
objections to Mr. Pelham r" 

Marianne began her cuftomary com- 
plaints, " Their fentiments did not coin- 
^cide, their taftes were materially different, 
there was no fimilitude of foul, nothing 
to form that ftrong tie of fympaihy which 
you know," faid Ihe, cc mud exift, or elfe 
there can be no certain expe&ation of 
felicity." 

" Per^ 

Digitized by Google 



A 0 OS ; SI P'S STOR Y. 93 

_ perhaps, my ;lov i e i M replied Mr. 
JDudley, ."you will dicer your opinion 
/Nyhen >you have heard what. I am going tp 
tell you. I have not entirely depended 
upon Mr. Pelham's very prepofiefiing 
countenance, nor the amiable urbanity 
of his manners, in forming a favourable 
.opinion of his intrin-fick worth. I have 
taken the liberty Lady Milton propofedj 
and have made repeated enquiries refpeft- 
ing his xhara&er. The refult is highly 
fatisfadory. 1 am told that his morals 
are unexceptionable, and that his reputa- 
tion far probity and goodnefs. (lands very 
high. He is refpedlfully treated by his 
fuperiors $ a proof that he is free from the 
contemptible meannefs of fawning fer- 
tility. His equals efteem him, and he 
is idolized by his dependents I ,(hould 
therefore think his benevolence and agree- 
ahle temper unqueftionable. In fine, I 
am told that he is a kind matter, an in- 
dulgent landlord, an, obliging neighbour, 
and a fteady a&ive friend." 

e6 « Yet, 
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" Yet, Sir," faid Marianne, " you are 
only defcribing what I (hould call a good 
fort of ^erfon. Thefe are merely common 
virtues. How deteftable would he be if 
deftitute of them." 

<c Take care, Marianne, how you treat 
a good fort of man, as you term him, 
with contempt, or ckfpife the perfon who 
'Confcientioufly performs the ordinary 
duties of life. Providence has afcer- 
tained their value by their hourly recur- 
rence. A man's family is the theatre 
wherein he can exercife every laudable 
quality. If he fail to pra&ife them daily 
at home, he will never perform them 
gracefully before the eye of the world. 
Believe me, my child, the common virtues, 
as you ftile them, are moft effential parts 
of the human character. They do not 
indeed dazzle our fenfes; but they gladden 
our hearts by a mild uniform luftre. To 
your queftion, what Mr. Pelham would 
he, if deftitute of them, 1 will anfwer, 
that many men are, who impofe. upon the 
world as the pofleffors of fuperior merit* 

and 
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and who peculiarly attraft' the 'attention 
of the fuperfibial part of your fex." 

c< Do not fpeak with feverity, my dear 
Sir/' faid Marianne, her eyes fwimming 
with tears. " Your voice and look iriti- 
' midate me/ 1 

" My voice and look then belie my 
heart/' rejoined her father, <c which at 
this moment overflows in tendernefs for 
you. Proceed, my lovej have you any 
thing elfe to ftate?" 

" Many things, my deareft father. Yet 
turn afide your face. Spare my blufhes. 
He is not, indeed he is not, the tender, 
refpe&ful, fympathiaing lover, which my 
heart tells me is neceffary for my future ' 
rcpofe. He does not love me, at leaft 
not with that ardent affe&ion, that defer- 
ence, (hat afliduous timidity — But you 
fmile, Sir." . ; 

" I did, my dear, to fee by what a falfe 
romant'tck ftandard you eftimate your 
lover's worth. Have you dbTerved fo 
little of real lifers not to perceive, that 
theikmd of addrefs you talk of> is chiefly 

prac- 
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kind, 'upon . the vvon/anl wffofe perfon or 
fortune i$ the obje& of their dcfire ?' You 
•/jmiit know thaCninarrjagc .divfcftsi you of 
-all this affumed confeqiience. Law and 
cuftom leave the hufband mafter of his 
own a£tions r and in a -certain * degree 
arbiter of his wife's. Whether your 
loyer was a fentimeitfal fniveller, or an 
artful deligne'r,; the mock majtffty with 
which you were inverted could not con- 
tihue in the married ftate. The. rQman-. 
tick part ot love quickly evaporates, 
and the foonePc with him who has been 
the mod: vifionary in his expeditions-. * 
Think yourfelf -happy^ if the kneeling § 
flavt does not change, imo^he Tyrant, and 
compel you, in your turn, r toend,ur^Avichquc 
complaint, the whimGcal indifference .of 
caprice, or the fudden burft of petulance, 
D;o "npt.lcc, iW.lqng lettcre ■ ,-tirc y$u}> >but 
I jiiauft, jobferv.e t\#t Mr, Pelha^^ha- 
a;pi^, { is t of qiuch gre^tef con- 
fequence to your/qtwe peace J( tj^njus 
behaviour asalowr v The latter ; dift^lipn 

will 
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will foon be laid afide, on. the former. you 
muft depend through life ^ and he who 
praflifes the other relative duties, will 
feldom aft wrong in this more intimate 
and interefting connexion." 

<c But, Sir," faid Marianne, " even in 
your circumfcribed'and limited idea of 
love, fome portion of it is neceflary. 
Three years ago I pafled the fummer with 
Mr. Ptlham at Lady Milton's; if I really 
made animpretiion upon his heart, would he 
have concealed his pafijon till my Grand- 
mamma's death had afcertained my for* 

» 

•tune ? I then thought he appeared moft 
attentive to Mifs Milton." . • 

c< If you r Marianne, are lerious in this 
objedtion, your age affords the bed 
. anfwer. The charadler of a girl at fix- 
teen is not fgfficiently determined, to 
allctw a prudent man ; ?o look forward to 
a permanent connexion. Nature has Jbeen 
-liberal to your perfpn, ^tid I. perceive 
you are fond of making imppeftions at 
rfirft fight ; yet would ; you rioc^ wifli your 
^over to fay with Juba, 
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■ i 

r I - • » | ' 

u 'Tis not a fct of feature?, or complexion, 

u The tin&ure of the flcin, that I admire; 

" The virtuous Marcia towers above her fex V 9 

■ 

Till you are certain that the difcovery 
of fimilar perfe&ion in your chara&er, has 
not fecured to you Mr. Pelham's affedtion^ 
I fliould advife you not to think him 
mercenary. Befides, recolleft he was 
then a. minor, confequently he could not 
with propriety think of marriage; and 
an attempt to engage you in the many 
inconveniencies of a long entanglement, 
however confident with the narrow views 
of felf-indulgence, has little of the gene- 
rofity infeparable from my idea of true 
love." 

■ 

Marianne afked, with fome degree of 
eagernefs, whether true love could dif- 
cover any faults in the objeft of its affec- 
tions? 

Mr. Dudley was of opinion that it 
could, as well as true friendfhip, for as 
the obje6t. of either of thofe paffions was 
a fallible being, it was a proof that we 
: indulged 
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indulged them to a blamcablc excefs, 
when they precluded us from the exercife 
of reafon. "J recollect," continued he, 
" the circumftance 10 which I dare fay 
you allude, and will only tell yoti, that if 
you do not renounce your~ rbmantick 
notions before you have been a wife a 
twelve-month, I fhall think 'very highly 
indeed of 1 your hufband's politenefs, or 
• very meanlf'dPtbit finctrhy of Ms ittacft- 
ment to you. ' } 

" I (hall never be converted,' Sir/' re- 
plied Marianne 1 with afaint fmile. u The 
-pi&ute you haVe drawn' of a married life, 
♦baa determined me iiever to enter into 
it. My heart tells me that if my hofband 
were to omit any of thofe thoufand deli- 
cate attentions, thofe pleafing affiduities 
that won me to be his, defpair and death 
muft be the confequence." v 

cc If you fpeak ferioufiy, my dear child, 
I fhall advife you by all means to adhere 
to your refolution. Your motives for 
rejecting what I think a moft eligible 
offer, -prove that you have cherifhed 

inftead 
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r'P%a,d ftf,fuppr€{fed ( ,jhQfe , painfu} fen- 
. Tjbilkies, / to,, which yppr.fex. owes, .its 
{ 4«n55fi8, mifcrresj are ypo, 'iny,l(>ve j; who 
vtifegi^lp ft a-bfl^zfi fjt to /encounter : the 
.ftornwef life?, If you; feel yourfejfuoahle 
to fupport a .cafual Lunkindncfs, in which 
;;P? r !^P* c .he h|ear.f hps no fhare, or a cafual 
.error (jrpjp vfhivch fheftmindi^n .recollec- 
tion* . .re^pljed, rendeavQur . to Cpntraft 
y°P r ^befe pf { a#ipni ^d ; co iifiak* your- 
ftlf happy with fewer bleffings, as you 
cannot encounter their attendant forrows. 
. Ma wiage,, . 1 ike, al) other; ,fu Wunary^pR- 
k «SHW»fai mm <fce bitten - Wiethe, &eet. 
Mm4 ) c«9 %nc.€ a»d [efteen? ^jnpofe 
IttfeJV ap4 jmuftal: fcrb,e§ragcf? mufl 
.j?e: .everted, rq palliate the„ forn^er. The 
a^A^^epf M oftafyr, aodpf lentimenr, 
r*#rt> P: u f#>£ Js, -not ,,w?f^y, 
The ftrong tie of fympathy qften cannot 

,^jft J r^P d - ^^deUpate attentions.- and 
pleafing, affiduities of the lover fp rarely 
..appear in the. hufband, that if thefe. cir- . 
. Qumftances Jiill .<feem efl'ential to y.our 
} peace, xlo. not ccypmic j^our happinefs to 
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the {lender chance of finding a human 
phoenix, but Confine your fenfibility io 
the calmer enjoyments of : friendfhip. 
A miftake there will neither be fo irr6- 
trievable, nor fo excruciating." 

Marianne only anfwered with a deep 
figh, and Mr. Dudley, after conjiirirrg 
her to give the whole argument a fair 
difcuffion> withdrew, • ] 

I 

CHAP. XT. ' 

* 

A Jpecimen of an Abigail's tlofuencei Ma- 
rianne appears invarms ■points of view. 

Immediately after Mr.Difd. 

ley was gone, Mrs, Patty entercdthe dref- 
fing-roonn. From the circiimftance of hav. 
ing attended heryounglady from her infan- 
cy, Ihe imagined herfeif intitlcd to giv.e her 
" opinion upon every occurrence, and by 
virtue of liftening had made herlelf miftrefs 
of fome part of the foregoing converfution. 
She was particularly fhocked at the cruel 
advice given againft matrimony nor 

could 
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could fhe have endured greater confter- ] 
nation, had her lady's laft prefent been j 
jpoiled at the dyer's, or had any one j 
aflured her that the butler had fent a billet-' \ 
doux to the houfekeeper. Thofe, who j 1 
confider how advantageous a young lady's 
love affairs are to an Abigail, the certainty 
of pofifefllng all the old wardrobe, when 
the fair bride puts on her nuptial para- 
phernalia, and the poffibility of further 
prefents ; muft have hearts of adamant, 
if they do not excufe Mrs. Patty's paflion, 
and forgive her, though (he fliould be a 
little illiberal to Mr. Dudley. 

" Oh, Patty," exclaimed Marianne, ( 
(t I am not equal to the troubles I muft 
undergo. I am weary of life." 

" A great deal too good for the people 
you are con/anted with, Madam," replied 
Patty. <f Oh no, I am a poor helplefs, 
' weak, inconfiftent, creature." 
• cc But if I were you, Madam, I would 
not be Jo long. Mr. Frank tells me as 
how his mafter is quite refolved about it, 
and means to put the qucrftion this very 

time i 
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rime; and I know / fhould not argufy 
long. I never knew no good come of 
Jbilly-Jhally doings, I'd have him at once." 

c< 1 never will," faid Marianne, " nor 
any one elfe. I deteft the fex. My 
father has infpired me with an abhorrence 
of all men." 

« Never did I hear of any thing fo 
barbarous," cried the indignant Patty. 
" I am fure you never fhould have feen 
him this morning, if I had thought what 
he was going to fay. Juft as if it was 
not natural to be married, and as if people 
then could not be happy if they like. 
I am fure it is their own faults if they 
arrft. Hate all men, indeed ! why the 
poor young gentleman will go mad. Pray, 
Ma'am, don't ufe fuch fad words any 
more, for you frighten me to death. 
Butl know what our old gentleman would 
be at, I can fee as well as another." 

Marianne, who fat deeply mufing upon 
what her father had urged, did not hear 
one word of Patty's eloquence ; but paf- 
fionately -exclaimed, <f O my Grand- 
mamma, 
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mamina, if your fatal patriality had never 
diftinguifhed your unhappy child, I fhould 
have had no caufe to doubt the fincerity 
of my lover's attachment. v Fortune, 
thou idol of mercenary fouls, I deteft thy 
pageant incumbrance !" 

Mrs. Patty, who thought money a very 
good thing, and was feldom withheld from 
anfwering by not clearly comprehending 
her lady's meaning, readily replied, 
" Why, certainly Ma'am, when people 
leve one another, there is no need for 
money to make them happy, and to be 
fure, young Mr, Pelham is very rich, and 
you may not like to keep mu, h company. 
But then cannot you live quite retired, 
and do a great deal of good, and be vaftly 
generous to every body about you." 

" I repeat that I hate him, that I am 
determined againft him," exclaimed Ma- 
nanne. 

Patty, who thought it impoffible her 
rhiftrefs fhould, of her own accord, hate 
fuch a good-humoured looking gentleman, 
was out of all patience with Mr. Dudley; 

to 
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to whom fhe fuppofed this determination 
was owing,' and resolved to* relieve herfelf 
from the burden of the fecrec, which fhe 
had' faithfully cdnce4led ; three hours. 
" Shame tipoh them," faid fhe, " for 
a parcel of crafcy folks, and FlWven for- 
give mfe for fpt'aking rafh, but I can tell 
why he does this. Why, Ma'am, I did 
ifot mean you fhould kn<?w any thing 
about 'it, and to be lure I promifed 

0 - 

Thomas not to fay a word, but it is very 
true for all that. Your Papa has out- 
run the conftahle I find, and as fure as 
you are alive wants you never to marry, 
that vou may take care of him, arid //><? 
Mifs Louifa he is fo fond of. Thomas 
told me this very momirig that things 
were in a fad poor way. His matter gets 
no fleep, but is walking about his room, 
orelfe writing, and looking over accounts. 
And he found a bit of an old letter, fo 
he is fure theVe vV'iil bfe a ci-afh foon. 
But T know if TWtrtf you, I never would 
be made a tool of, arid all to pl'eale a 
favourite fitter. 

As 
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• 

As wife people often defeat their aims 
by too great caution, cunning alfo fre- 
quently overfhoots the mark by too much 
craft. Patty's fpeech, inftead of awaken* 
ing the angry malevolent paflions in the 
bofom of her gentle miftrefs, as (he de- 
figned it fhould, infpired the kindeft 
forrowfor her unfortunate father; mingled 
with a regret too tender to be called envy, 
that his preference for Louifa was fo vifible. 
Her heart was really excellent, and (he 
refolved not meanly to fupplant, but 
heroically to emulate her fitter. Mifs 
Dudley's motive for encouraging Sir 
William was now apparent, and ftimulaxed 
by her example, Marianne formed the . 
refolution of never marrying, while her 
father's circumftances continued per- 
plexed, but to dedicate the fortune fhe 
had juft quarrelled with to his fupport. 

The heart is never fo eafy as when 
fuftained by confcious redtitude, and - 
though the romantick turn of this young 
lady's mind, taught her to overlook little 
duties, it impetuoufly urged her to per- 
form 
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form high acYs of virtue. To inoreafe 
the merit of the facrifice, (he refolved 
to conceal the motive, and after feverely 
chiding Patty for her impertinent invec- 
tives, (which (he, with the true adroitnefs 
of her profeflion, excufed by exuberant 
declarations of regard for her deareft 
lady,) difpatched her to beg a fecond 
interview with Mr. Dudley. 

She met him with a fmile, which 
bea,ming through her tears, befpoke the 
triumph of fortitude : in a feeling heart, 
and told him, me had weighed his argu- 
ments, and felt determined againft mar- 
riage. 

Mr. Dudley begged her to form no 
refolutions which might reftrain her judg- ; 
merit refpeeting a future connection. 
A lover might appear better adapted to 
her tafte j but as Mr. Pelham had not 
fufficient influence to induce her to change 
the fingle ftate, his difmiflion became 
unavoidable. 

Marianne told her father her motives 
would ever hold in force: « You will," 

vol. i. f faid 
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faid fhe, " be left without a companion 
when Louifa marries Sir William. Allow 
me to fill her place in your affe&ionsi 
and to dedicate my life to you." 

" You will ever prefcrve yout own 
place," faid Mr. Dudley, clafping her 
to his bofom, " and I truft my beloved 
girls will only leave me to fecure to them- 
felves more tender and affedtionate friends, 
whofe protection will continue when mine 
is terminated by the law of nature. Time, 
my Marianne, will, I hope, diminifli that 
dangerous fufceptibility which wars againft 
your peace, and then, like your fitter* 
you will increafe my happinefs, by giving 
me a fon worthy of my tendered afFe^lion, 
if deferving of you." 

Marianne's tranfport was unbounded. 
Filial piety taught her to glory in the 
praife of fuch a father, while conference 
increafed her joy, by fuggeftkig the 
honeft pride of having deferved it. The 
only tafk remaining, was to difmifs Mr. 
Pelham politely, and Mr. Dudley reluc- 
tantly undertook the painful office. 

4 That 
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That gentleman's mind was indeed 
prepared in fome degree for this morti- 
fication. He perceived the litde pro- 
grefs he had made in his charmer's heart} 
and as his attachment rather increafed 
than declined, he felt the fevered concern. 
Defirous of fecuring a woman, interefting 
even in her eccentricities, he would will- 
ingly have framed his addrefles to her 
tafte ; but as it is very difficult for a man 
of honour to adopt the character which 
* he defpifes, or to fpeak a language foreign 
to his heart, his unfortunate attempts 
at fighing Strephon were fo remarkably 
unfuccefsful, that they only gave the idea 
of an ironical caricatures and convinced 
Marianne that he rather defigoed to ridi- 
cule than to flatter her opinion* But, 
though equally unhappy in his natural 
and affumed chara&er, he ftill kept linger- 
ing near her, fafcinated by the hope 
which love fupplied, that time might 
work fome change ija his fortune. A hope 
which the favourable regard of Mr. and 
Mifs Dudley certainly ftrengthened. 

f % The 
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The regret he felt at being deferted by 
this poor fupport, was too fevere to be 
foftened by the warm expreflions of 
efteem with which Mr. Dudley qualified 
his daughter's refufal. He repeatedly 
enquired if her determinations were pofi- 
tively fixed ; if entreaties might not pre- 
vail upon her at leaft to poftpone his 
rejedion ; at length recolledling himfelf, 
and fortifying his mind by the proud (or 
fhall I fay by the prudent) confi deration 
that marriage could promife little hap- 
pinefs, unlefs founded on the bafis of 
mutual regard, he determined to fubmit 
to his fate. At taking leave of Stannadine 
he impreffed every one with grief for his 
departure, except the perfon whofe appro- 
bation he had been moft folicitous to 
obtain. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Extremely ufeful to the author, giving 

- 

her an opportunity of filling her book % 
tont rafting her chara£lers> and difp lay- 
ing great critical acumen. 

T HE mythological fable of the 
combat between Hercules and Antoeus, 
may allude to the pertinacity with which 
the human mind reverts to its firft defigns; 
When our plans are thwarted and difcop- 
certed, the moment of apparent defeatis 
that in which we mod zealoufly form the 
project of a frefh attack. My claflical 
readers will thank me for this allufion, if 
it be only applied to a waiting-maid. 

In (hort, the redoubtable Patty, though 
one offer of marriage was abfolutely nega- 
tived, was ftill refolved to defeat her 
matter's fuppofed defign, of fortuning 
Mifs Dudley with her lady's property ; 
and thinking numerous lovers rnuft at 
leaft unfettle her intention of living in 

f 3 cc bleffed 



Digitized by Google 



112 A GOSSIP'S STORV. 

u blefied finglenefs," flic began to debate 
upon the ways and means of railing her an 
army of admirers. 

The world is ever fo generoufly inclined 
to refcue a rich beauty from the vile 
durance in which fhe is kept by an ava- 
licious, tyrannical, or capricious father, 
that Patty had only to tell her poor 
miftrefs's hard fate, in order to fucceed. 
Even D&nbury was not without fomewhat 
of the chivalrous fpirit, and two Knights- 
errant iffued forth to refcue the captive 
Damfel. I choofe to fpeak according to 
the real intentions of the parties, for 
often fibly it was only one Knight, and an 
attendant Efquire. 

Captain Target encouraged Mr. Alfbp 
to make propofals, promiling to fecond 
him with all the powers of his addrefs 
and eloquence^ which, to fay truth, he 
meant to employ to his own advantage, 
if occafion Offered* Let thofe who cen- 
fure this as a breach of friendfliip, confider 
the fafcination of youth, wealth, and 

beauty, 
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beauty, and they will, at lead, allow that 
the Captain did not ad an uncommon part. 

As it was very material to the fuccefe 
of their projects, that Mr. Dudley Ihould 
not be apprized of them, referve in his 
prefence became indifpenfably necefiary i 
and Mr. Alfop depending upon his friend 
for explanation, was not fufficiently 
pointed in his devoirs to Marianne, to 
enable her to difcover, whether the fre- 
quency of thefe gentlemen's vifits wat 
owing to the attraction of her own charms, 
or die good arrangement of her father's 
table. There was fomething fo unique 
ki them both, that without any (hare of 
coquetry it was allowable to indulge a 
laugh at their expence ; and Louifa often 
diverted her mind from the gloom of her 
own profpe&s, by rallying her fifter upon 
her conqueft, not only of young meum 
and tuum, but alio of the veteran Ion of 
Mars. Except the amufement which 
they afforded the ladies, their prefence 
added little to the pleafures of Stannadine. 
To a man like Mr. Dudley, pofieffed of 

f 4 refources 
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refources in his own mind, what is com- 
monly called a good neighbour is rather 
a formidable chara&er - 9 and Sir William 
Milton, now almoft an inmate in the 
family, never fpent an hour with our 
Danbury beaux, without difcovering fome 
new quality to excite contempt. Neither 
of my friends were fkilful in making dif- 
coveries of the mortifying kind \ Mr* 
Alfop knew no other criterion by which 
to difcover diflike, than the blunt ex- 
preffion of u Sir, I do not want your 
company," and the Captain was perfuaded 
that Mr. pudley enjoyed his long military 
details, and that his happy, eafy, unen- 
cumbered, attentive manner had quite 
conquered the Baronet's referve; becaufe 
he often condcfcended to laugh at his 
jefts; but Captain Target was not bleflcd 
with the cleared penetration. 

Converfation is a delicacy of that peculiar 
nature, that to preferve all its agreeable 
pungency, many uncommon ingredients 
are neceflary. Mr. Dudley often felt 
diftreffed how to amufe his guefts, and 

one 
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one evening, to prevent the rifing yawn, 
without having recourfe to the famenefs 
of cards, he propofed the perufal of a 
Legendary Tale, which had afforded him 
entertainment a few days before. Mari- 
anne feconded the motion, declaring her- 
felf an enthufiaftick admirer of poetry. 
Her echo Alfop repeated her words, with 
the addition that he loved it fo much, 
that he always ufed to read the pretty 
things in .the. papers to his papa and his 
aunt Peggy and the Captain enjoyed 
tales and ftories to his heart. It was at 
firft propofed that Louifa fhould be orator, 
but flie, with graceful diffidence, defired 
leave to propofe an abler fubftitute, and 
delivered the manufcript to Sir William, 
with a fmile which almoft diverted his 
countenance of its ufual aufterity. 

As my narrative is not now at a very 
interefting period, I am inclined to hope 
my critical readers will allow me the Gof- 
fip's privilege of digreflion. I will pro* 
mife them, that my poetical epifode (hall 
be as conducive to forward my main plot, 

f 5 as 
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as fecondary chara&ers and flowery illuf- 
trations are, in the moil approved pro- 
ductions of my contemporaries. Befides 
the ufual advantage of filling my volumes, 
thofc, who choofe to fkip over adventi- 
tious matter, will at one glance know 
where to begin again. The moral may 
recommend it to the few, who ftill love 
to feeiiobility clad in the refpcdfcable robe 
of virtue ; and eminent rank defcribed in 
imifon with dignified fentimcnts and gene- 
tous actions. 



■ 

• - 
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RODOLPHO, EARL OF NORFOLK j 

A 

LEGENDARY TALE. 



Wifdom and Fortune combating together, 

If that the former do but what it can, 

No chance can fhake it. Shaks?*ar*. 

PART I. 

JL WAS at the hour when evening's pall 
Hangs lightly on the vale, 
The fongfters of the grove were mute, 
Hufh'd was each ruder gale : 

The weary fwain had fought the path 

Which toward the hamlet goes, 
To take His hard-earn 'd frugal meaW* 

And fnatch his fhort repofe : 

When by the tufted oaks that throw 

Long fhadows o'er the mead. 
The brave ill-fated Edgar led 

His much o'er- wearied Heed. 

BruisM was his buckler, deeply bruU'd 

The cuirafs on his bread ; 
And many a hoftile blow had faU'n 

Upon his battered creft* 

i f 6 Affliaion, 
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AfflivSion o'er his graceful form - - 

A foft attrafton threw, 
As damalk rofes feem more fweet 

When wafh'd by morning dew. * 

As fad he mus'd on pleafures paft, 

On croffes that annoy, 
And every bitter ill that taints 

The cup of human joy 7 

Sudden a tumult in the wood 
* His ftartled ear alarms, . . 
The fhriek of terror and furprize, 
The clang of hoftile arms. 

Nor did the generous Edgar doubt 

His fuccour to beftow, 
His heart, tho* full of fharp diftrefs, 

Still felt another's woe. 

Now, near the fpot, he view'd a fcene 
Which might the brave affright, , * 

Six ruffians joined in murderous league 
Againft one gallant Knight ; 

That Knight with inbred courage warm'd 

Full on th' affailants bore ; 
A faithful fervaut at his feet 

Lay bath'd in mortal gore* 



r t 



. » ■ 



Refiftlefs 
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Refiftlefs as the lightning's flafh, ! 

His faulchion Edgar drew; 
Nor does, the dreaded bolt of Heaven 

Defcend with aim more true. 

Two quickly fell ; the ftranger: Knight 

TV unhop'd-for fuccour bleft ; 
New vigour nerv'd his finewy arm, 

And fortify'd his breaft. 

Sharp was the conflidt ! dire the fcene ! 

But Heaven is virtue's guard ; 
By arduous conflia proves its worth ; .\ 

To juftify reward. • . ; 

All lifelefs fell ; the refcu'd Knight 

Survey'd them on the ground ; 
And knt^w them well, an outlawed band: 

For defp'rate deeds renowned. 

And new he fnatch'd brave Edgar's 1 hand 
With fraiik and courteous mien ; 

" How dear/' he cried, " I prize my life, 
Hereafter fhall be feen. 

No low-born peafant haft thou fav'd, ' - 

No bafe unthankful churl ; 
Rodolpho is my name, a Knight, _ ^ 

And now of Norfolk, EarL j r ' 

But 
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But let us to my caftle hafte. 

In yonder Tale it lies ; - 
Andio, to fpeed our tardy Aeps, 

Night's deeper ihades arife." 

They left the wood-crown'd hills, and fwift 

The winding vale «xpIor'd ; 
And here a train with lighted brands 

Came forth to meet their lord. 

Their veftures of rich cloth of gold 

Shone glittering in the light, 
And foon the caftle's fpacious walls 

Burft full on Edgai^ fight. 

The ample moat, the lofty ipirw, 

Each work of Gothick art, 
Proclaimed at once the mailer's wealth* 

And fpoke his liberal heart, 

Ohftrrant of hk honour^ will, 

The fervaixts crowded round, 
And Edgar faw the ftately board 1 

With tafteful viands crowa'd. 

Rodojpho took a golden bowl, 

Mantling with cordial wine, 
And graceful to his gallant gueft 

Configh'd the draught divine. 

Then 

» 
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Then to his train, " Whilft we with food 

Our wafted ftreagth reftore, 
Go, bid the minftrei's fweet-ton'd harp 

Some foothing ditty pour." 

The bard obey'd ; love's woes he fang, 

And then that defcant clear, 
Whofe theme, the wars of ancient days, 

Enchants the chieftain's ear* 

But as the wat'ry halo veils 

The fplendor of the moon, 
So look'd Sir Edgar's tearful eyes, 

Pain'd at the martial tune. 

Rodolpho ftopp'd the thrilling fong, 

Then thus his train addreft, 
u That yet I live to thank yomrcare, 

Be this brave hero Weft. 

Had not his arm Aom robbers fell 

A fure defence fupply'd, * 
I now had lain a lifelefs corfe 

By faithful Often** fide." 

He ceas'd ; and through the ^acious hail 
The burft of trunfport reignM, 

ttftich, plainer far than kxx&fA fpeech, 
Great Norfolk's worth e*plaia'd. 
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On Edgar each the ardent eye 
Of grateful blefling threw ; 

It fpoke the feelings of their hearts, 
It fpoke their virtues too. 

The tumult ceas'd : now all retired, 
Save Norfolk and his gueft ; 

Again the Earl grafp'd Edgars hand 
And tremulous addrefs'd : 

" Fortune around my favour'd head 

Has all her gifts diffused, 
Nor yet, has Love, to blefs my life, 

Her fweeter hopes refus'd. 

My father from the Norman fhore 
With Royal William came ; 

He fyarM the dangers of his lord, 
He fliar'd alike his fame. 

Proportion^ to his foldier's worth, 
The King rewards beftow'd j 

And, fmce my father's death, to me. 
Hath Royal bounty.flow'd. 

■ 

His honour'd- patronage I bpaft, , 

His confidence poflefs ; 
I ufe xny pew'r to punifh, wrong, : 

To njjtigaps dillrefs. , 
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• > » 

Thou brave preferv^r of my life, 

Or let me call thee friend, 
My tongue Woiild fpeak my hearts warm toiflb, 

But fears it may offend. 

In ev'ry gefture, ev'ry look, 

Thy lofty foul I trace ; 
The dignity of confcious worth 

Informs thy meaning facie. ; 

Yet have- 1 marlrd t£y Frequent fighs 

Which, tho' in part ftipprefs'd, 
Awake a' jfear that fortuned wrongs 

Have oft thy foul diftrefs'd. 

- 

Say then, in all the ample ftore, 

The power, the wealth I bear, 
Is there a biefiing thou wouldft deign, 

At my requeft, to (hare i 

Nor fear ta a(k ; Rodolpho's life 

Is not of value bafe ; 
Some ample boon, fome princely gift, 

Should its preferrer grace 

He paus'd ; o'er Edgar's glowing face 
• A deep fuffufion pafs'd ; 
And now his eye was rais'd to Heaven, 
And now on Norfolk caft. 

■ 

« Oh 
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« Ohfoulxrf honpurl" he eaclaimM, 
M Too high the chance you rate j 

Which haply led me to behold 
Thy late difa^rous ftatc. 

For he who had moment paus'd, 

Yet feen th* unequal ftrife, 
Muft have a heart a$ t>pfe as thofe 

Who fought thy facred life. 

- 

Great EarJ 1 as at thy fettal board 

Obfervant I have late, 
And feen thy menials with delight 

Thy honoured mandate wait ; 

My foul hath mus'd on all the wrongs 

I unregarded met, 
From thofe who, tho' they (hare thy ranfe, 

Its duties ftill forget. 

If to a poor man's fimple tale 

Thou canft indeed attend, 
And to a loft and friendlefs wretch 

Thy favouring arm extend ; 

Know then> that Edgar is my name, 

And tho* of humble birth, 
I boaft a parentage renown'd 

For unearned worth. 

Mr 
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My father, whofe ingenuous mind 
Confefs'd fair glory's charms, 

Infpir'd his dear and only foil 
With love of arts and arms* 

Fair was the promife of my youth. 

Beyond my rank or years ; 
In ftudious lore, in manly fports, 

I rofe above my peers. 

ImpafiioaM memory trith delight 

Yet recolledts the days, 
When all was pleafure, all was hope, 

Encouragement, and praife. 

Deftru&ive to this fcene of joy, 

Love wak'd its fatal flame ; 
Rob'd in an angel's fmiling form 

The dear delufion came. 

Thou fay'ft, Rodolpho, thou haft k>v'd f 

Thou wilt not then difdain 
To hear me, tho* from grief diffufe, 

My tale of woe explain : 

A Saxon lord, whofe lofty tow'rs 
O'erlook'd the vale he plow'd, 

To grace his daughter's natal day, 
Convened a feftal crowd. 
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The martial Tports, the conqueror's prize, 

My fwelKng heart mflam'd ; 
1 wetat, and vi&or in the jouft, 

The promised honour claimed. 

I follow'd with exulting ftep 

The vaflals of the lord, 
To where the miftrefs of the feaft 

Beftow'd the wifh'd reward. 

High on a ruftick throne fhe fate, 

With woodland lilies crown'd, 
Her fimple veft of virgin white 

A cord of filver bound. 

O'er her fair neck, whofe fnowy hue 

Her garland did upbraid, 
Half falling from a filken net 

Her nut-brown trefles ftrayM. 

She turn'd on me her radiant eyes, 

Bright as the ftar of love ; 
She fmiTd ; fo fweetly breaks the morn 

In yon blue vault above. 

But each fine feature to defcribe, 

Demands fuperiour art : 
Suffice it, their remembrance lives, 

Deep graven in my heart. 

In 
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In tones r harmonious as the fpheres, 

My wifhM fivcefs flie haiPd: 
I fhould have anfwered, but at once 

The pow'r of language fail'd. 

Kneeling I took the proffer'd prize, . 

In humble awe I gaz'd ; 
A courtly viftor would have /poke, 

A colder lover prais'd. 

Blufhing fhe fought the feftal hall ; 

There 'mid the virgin choir. 
Obedient to her fa,ther's will, . 

She chaunted to her lyre- : 

The hopes of virtue were her theme, - : 

Its peri Is, and its praife ; 
Her heavenly looks might fpeak herfelf,^. 

The fubjeft of. her lays. t < 

0 bleft tr aitfcendently ! fhe cry'd, ' ~ i 

And worthy to be bleft, 
Are all who, through the maze of life, « 

Keep virtue's pure beheft* . 

» 

Hard is the talk, but toil and pain. \ 
Invigorates the mind , ; • > 

Which, funking on the couch of floth, \ 
Feels all its pow'rs confin'd* 

♦ 

Heavea 
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Heaven ne'er meant that man with eafe 

His wiflies ftould obtain, 
He muftfrom labour's ftrenuous grafp 

The palm of triumph gain. 

Oh gea'rous youth ! if e'er thy heart 

To glory dares afpire, 
Let a&Lve merit's guiding ray 

Direft the great defire. 

By virtue, to the happy few 

Who love, her laws, k giv'n 
Heartfelt tranquillity on earth, 

And happinefs in heav'n. 

She ceas'd ; the numbers on my foul 

New energy beftow'dj 
At once love wak'd its thrilling flame, 

And emulation glowed. ^ 

I felt the* buoyant gaje of hope • % : • 

A rifing fervour breathe ; 
Vaft was her worth, but fanguine lore 

Can miracles atchieve. 

Arms fceirifd the neareft p&tfi to fame; 

I rous'd my ruftici bands, 
And refcu'd from an outlaw'd chief 

Her father's ricihtft iandf . 

I con* 
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I conquered, but with generous pride 
AH retribution wav'd; ' 

I only fought my charmer's finite*. 
And fcorn'd the- lands I fav'd* 

But foon her father's piercing kea 

My Jatent love defcry'd; 
Still will the confcious eye difcloie 

Thofe truths the heart would hide* 

Mufing on every favouring hope 
Her gentle fmiks convey'd, 

As penfively one day I fate 
Beneath a poplar's fliade, • 

Her father came; Dar'ft thou, he cry* 

Of ruftick birth, afpire 
To gain a beauteous lady's love, 



Prefume not; on the little fame 
Thy fword by chance hath won, 

Far nobler deeds, far ampler praife, 
Muft grace ray future fon* 

But to dilguiie thy daring love, 

No mean denials feefcj 
E'en now it fla&cs m thy eyes, 

And blu&es on thy cheek 
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My vengeance,, yes, my vengeance, boy, 

Can arrogance reftrain ; 
Dare not beyond to-morrow's fun 

Abide iji my domain. 

He ceas'd— I trembled ; 'twas not fear, 

A glow of honeft fliame ; 
A painful confcioulhefs of worth, 

Wtich yet I fcorn'd to name. 

My ready hand had grafp'd my fword, 
But love the purpofe ftay'd ; 

— 

It was the father of my fair, , t 
I flieath'd the half-drawn blade. , 

Yes, at thy bidding I will go, 

From England I will fly; 
Thou haft infulted me ; 'tis well 

I frame no fief ce reply. 

Hereafter thou perchance may'ft hear 

Of my fuccefs in arms ; 
My country's foes fhall know how well 

I prize thy daughter's charms. 

I turn'd— t£e glow of.injur'd pride 
Supprefs'd each L mouniful thought; 

I flew not to, my father's arms, : 
But Robert'^ banners fought. . . 

Exulting* 
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Exulting, on my arm the crofe 

Of Paleftine I bound 9 
Nor doubted quickly to return, 

With martial honours crown'd. 

H. ^ I fi^ 

, I^t calumny prpclaim ; r , 

My native courage caught from Iofci 
Enthufiaftick flame. 

By thofe I refcu'd, hated* fcorn'd 

Ah ! fpare the painful tale — 
I faw the Jbopes of youth and lore, r 

Of truth and candour,, fail. 



Tir'd of a fcene. where low-born art 
Could merit's dues command, * 

Harafs'd with toil, with forrow worn, 
I fought my native land. 



. ■ • 



Thefe bruifed arms and Knighthoods, r^nk, 

In fix long fummers won, 
I bear ; to fopth a father's grief 

For his unhappy fon. 

Yet ftill I feel the fear of love, 

But Vrhy that fear deplore i 
It is the inmate of a heart , 

Where hope exifts no more'* 

. m END OF PART I. 

Vat. !• G 
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PART II. ! ' 

m 

. " Bleft arc thofe 
«« Whofe blood and judgment arc fo well commii 
• c f hat they are not a pipe for Fortune's fingers 
«« TTo found what Aop roe pleafes. Give me a man 
«« That is not paffion's flave, and I will wear him 
« In my Mart's core, aye, in my heart of heart." 

. SbAK*?IAXS< 



O Edgar tfcen Rodolpho fpoie; 
u What infolence deny'd. 
By geh'rous friendflup's grateful hand 
Shall amply be fupply'd. 



And if the charmer of thy foul 
Thy high defert can move, 

Her haughty father (hall be fore'd 
To court thy flighted love. 

Oh ! Edgar, I have heard thee tell 

The ftory of thy woes, 
And felt that int'reft in thy fate 

Which fympathy beftows. 



Scorning the fnares which for my rank 

Ambitious beauty threw ; 
No artful fmile, no ftudied glance, 
My cold attention drew. 



Anxious 

4. 
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Anxious from every bafc reproach 

My tow'ring fame to flueld, 
In fcience I amufement fought, 

And honour in the field* 

As foremoft in the royal chafe 

I urg'd my rapid fteed* 
One day I met a lovely maid, . ! 

Attir'd in forrow's weed. 

4 

Slow (he approach'd ; when'near, flie raTs'd 

Her long, diforder'd veil, 
And fliow'd a face divinely fair, 

But through dejedion pale* 

Wilt thou, (he cried, Oh gallant Knight ! 

A DamfePs fears allay, 
And fwiftly to my lord the King 

My anxious Heps convey ? 

- 

I have a tale of woe to tell, 

Would I could accefs find ! 
All righteous Heav'n, who knows my grief, 

Will move the royal mind. * 1 

I would have fobthM the fair diftrefs'd, - 

But converfe ftie delay M : 
I led her to the green wood tent, r ' - 

Where ftill the monarch ftaid. 

n 2 There 
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There in that eloquence of phrafe 
Which forrow can bellow, 

Proftrate at royal William's feet, 
She told her tale of woe. 

■ 

Her father, injured by a lord, 
Rank'd in thq royal train, 

Had darMjo utter his complaints 
In treafonY guilty ftrain. 



Withpurpos'd hbfarrtaioa charg'd, 
Imprifon'd, and arraign* d ; 

He faw his ancient honours feia'd* 
His fair demefnes daftrain'd. 



And fflltV inexorable law, 

By mercy unconfin'd, 
Had, to. attainder of eftate, 

Life's deadly forfeit joined. 

The weeping beauty did not fear, 
Tho' want prepar'd to feize 

. Her, whom luxurious grandeur rear'd 
On the foft lap of eafe. 

She fear'd not fcorn, tho* fcorn with joy 

The bow of.fatire ftrung, 
To fpoii t th€ ftrine where flattery late 

Its giM*4pff'r*ngs hung. 



Her 
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Her gentle frame contain'd a foul 

In filial duty brave ; 
A father's life was what fhe fought 

From fortune's wreck to fave. 

Stern is our royal matter's foul, 

The guardian of the law ; 
Decided by the harfli decree. 

No lenient grace he faw. 

Thy forrow for thy father's crimes, 

He cry 'd, {hall ne'er atone ; 
Unpuniih'd; fhall rebellion's voice 

Infult the facred throne ? 

Oh! ExJgjiP, never caik my eyes 

Forget the awful fcene ; 
The horror of the lady's look, 

Her wild diforder'd mien. 

Then muft he die ? fhe beat her breaft, 

She groan'd in deep defpair : 
Then muft my father die? (he fhriek'd, 

And rent her flowing hair. 

Oh !- fave him, William ! take my life, 

Let juftice have its due ! 
You had a father, but, alas ! 

Your fire you never knew. 

«* j Whilft 
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Whilft thus through all the echoing tent 

The ftream of horror rung ; 
At once compaffion, wonder, love, 

Within my bofom fprung. 

If e'en the monarch's eye auftere 

With pity feem'd to melt, 
Oh think how deep my fofter foul 

Its thrilling impulfe felt. 

1 rHk'd my hopes; but let me fpare 

To tell each various art, 
By which, to mercy by degrees 

I mov'd great William's heart. 

The pardon gain'd, I flew with joy 

The mourner to confole, 
And in her father's prifon met 

The miftrefs of -my foul. 

By time fubdu'd, her pious grief 

Seem'd fix'd, but yet refign'd j 
And to defpair's pale hollow cheek 

The calm of patience join'd. 

# 

She knelt befide her contrite fire, 
. For him to Heav*n (lie pray'd : 
Can beauty ever look more fweet 
Than thus in tears array'd? 

* 
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I gave the pardon— then my heart 

A painful blifs confefsM ; 
When the rapt father's eager arms 

His fainting daughter profs* d. 

Recov Ymg from her trance of joy, 

I faw her tranfport fpeak, 
Irradiate her yet doubtful eye, 

And flufh her changing cheek. 

Affur'd, coiifirm'd, with winning grace 
Around my knees flie clung; 

She ble(3t me, but her eyes by far . 
Outfpake her fault'ring tongue. 

Now paffion fuelling in $iy- foul, 

A fudden impulfe mov'd; 
I caught the charmer to my heart, 

And told her that I lov'd. 

At once I claim'd her fire's affent, ; 

And told my rank and ftate ; 
Boafting what bleffings I defign*d 

Should worth like her's await. 

■ 

Edgar ! I know a lib'ral mind 

Will own a terror here, 
Left gratitude on gen'rous hearts 

Should lay a talk fevere. 
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-- 

I fhould have waited till her eyes 

A foft efteem confefs'd ; 
Ere e'en in private to her ear 

I had my love exprefs'd. 

I err'd, my friend; — my penfive hearc 

Does oft its error own 
When '(lead of Jove's impaffion'd voice 

I hear cold duty's tone. 

To-morrow 's fun (butcah I then 

Tafte fullnefs of content ?) 
She feals with me the nuptial oath, 

Oh may her heart afient ! • 

E'en when I left her yefternfght, 
And fondly breath'd adieu, 

And of the morrow talfe'd, her cteck 
Aflum'd a paler hue. 

Cold {he wkSdrew her trembling hand, 

And as (he feuffti'd afide, 
I faw a tear, tfce teafrs of Ic^e 

Would fbe attempt ta hitfc ^ 

If to her fire I brertthe * dbtAf, 

He talks of virgfo dhaiftfc ; 
Of timid diffidence, vtffcfeh chect* 

Chafte beauty VbaAf^l flsmoe* 1 
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Still as I liften to his words, 

Each fad fuggeftion flies. 
And all my future hours of life 

In profpeft fweet arife. 

O gallant Edgar ! think me Hot 
The flave of jealous fear;. 

The doubt that hangs upon my heart 
Is caus'd by love fincere. 

Might but to-morrow make her Weft, 
How welcome were the day ! 

But while in talk we wafte the hour, 
The nigkt wears ; faft aWay. 

My brave preferver ; from thy treaft 
Difmifs this gloom of woe ^ 

And with thy friend; on feftai mirth^ 
One happy day b&fl:ow. ,, 

H BleiK be thy morrow," Edgar cryM 
M The firft of happy days! 

But fhall my father fay his foxx 
At bridal feafti delays? 

Six annual' fffn» Mtfvfe fetti his cheet 
Bedew'd wit&conftant tears ; 

Nor fhaii t&<5fe forrows ceafe to flow, 
Till Edgar* ftff apptar^ 
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- 

u Go then," Rodolpho riling, cried* 

" If fuch thy kind defire, 
Within ray caftle reft to-night, 

To-morrow feek thy fire. 

Yet when his fond impaffion'd arms 

Shall fuffer thee to ftray, 
Refle<a that Norfolk owes a debt 

He lives but to repay. 

The parting warriors now again 
The hands of friendfliip join'd ; 

And Edgar, guided by a page, 
Sought out the room affignM. 

- 

< 

They pafs'd through many a marble hall, 

And many a lofty dome, 
With cedar lin'd, or richly grac'd - ^ 

By Antwerp's coftly loom* 

« 

The wilVd apartment gain'd* the Knight* 

Again admiring gazM ; 
For here, the wall with portraits hung, 

The mimick pencil prais'd. 

On one fine painting, full in fight, 

He call a llartled view} 
A woman's form ; his beating heart 

Confefs'd the likeneft po* 

'* « Know^ 
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€l Know'ft thou that lady ?" to the page 

Impetuoufly he cried ; 
4€ It is Albina," faid the youth,; 

" My mailer's deftin'd bride.'* 

41 Thy mailer's bride, Albina, fay— 

The Baron Si ward's heir !" 
u The fame, but fcarce the painter's art 

Could Iketch the peerlefs fair." 

■ 

The page retir'd — the Knight alone 
Stood motionlefs in thought : 

His lov'd Albina! for whofe fake 
He Robert's banners fought. 

The hope that Norfolk's friendfliip rais'd, 

On her alone rely'd ; 
Albina! foul-diftrafling thought! 

Is Norfolk's deftined bride. 

Beneath a canopy of (late, 
Which grac'd the proud alcove, 

In vain the downy couch invites 
The frantick flave of love. 

■ ■ 

Still gazing wild with folded arms, 

The portrait full in view, 
He drives love's arrows in his heart* 

And barbs their Ihafts anew. 



Ye* /fpm Rodblpb^ l^aflg *ea# ' 

A dawn of hope ti&f bieikr 
The tear tfaaf paii^d theigerfM&E*! 

Might i3fo# fb* EdgatVfelaK 

" Oh bTalfed'be that rnipfoos'hbjpid! 

Shall I the viBata prbye; 
And Ileal from hhn I moft cftcefBftf, 

The idol of his fori! ^ : /; 

No, from thrs mbmeiit evtery wift 
Defpairing I forego ; ' 

'Tis better to be curs*d myfeHV 
Than catuffe RodolphoVwoe. 

■ 

Albina, tho* T muft till deatfc 

Thy lovely form adore, 
Thy lovely form, thy airger fecei 

Shall feaft thcfe eyes no more. 

* * 

The ftory of my haplefs love 

Shall ne'er thy ear offend, 
Nor fondly wake the pitying figS 

That wrongs my gen'rous friend. 

T3iat deair remerabraiice once beftowfy 

Thus from my arm I tear ; 
Would I could rear her from my heart, 

But flie is rooted therte.* " 

- 

lY >3 Now 
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Now from His arril the ftriflg of pearf 
He eagerly ttdtieifi ' - ' ' 

The firing of pearl A1W«» gave; 
His youthful ■mUtft ptittl- 1 

« Go, -fencelet, «d Ro^dpnWfouf 

A love Mte 4 mine* convey 1 ;-' 
But teach lftegen(ar flame to bum 

With more aufpfcious txf. 

Go. when he ttircfe on: lis 

An equal joy impart, 
As onee I fefe, when firff the fmile 

Of beauty tbtfch'tf my Aeaft/* 

So pafVcf thtetedtbua nigHt, : now fafnt 
Approaching morntog gleams ; 

And e'e* faictf EdgatfV wtte-worii breaft 
Receives its gl^'niiig bekmi. 

One wifli remain'd, it Was to footfr 

The anguifti ; of his fire ; 
Me haftens fo the cattle gate, 

Thefe mx*ts Rodolpho's 'Squire. 

To him the bracelet Ife cbnfrgnS, ' 

To bear it to Ms frieiirf 1 ; 
And with it fay, that £<fg^ prSiyeW 

WiU ftill th^ E^t atfeiid; 
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But penfive vifions of the night 
Had wak'd th> ill-omen'd dread. 

That freih diftrefles ripen'd hung 
O'er Edgar 's fated head. 

u Howe'er fevere on mc," he cries, 
u The blow of anguiih falls , 

May peace and happy love fecure 
Thefe hofpitable walls." 

Then, all his deareft hopes refign'd, 
Upon his horfe he fprung ; 

The courier's hoofs re-echoing loud, 
Upon the champaign rung. 

The Earl arofe ; he fought his friend, 
Then at his abfence figh'd ; 

And penfiye, on his arm the pledge 
Of parting kindnefs ty'd : 

And now. his bridal train he calPd, 
And vaulted on his fteed ; 

'Twas fnowy white, of faultlefs form 
And fprung from gen'rous breed. 

Exulting on Rodolpho's cheek 

Sate expectation warm ; 
And dignity and manly eafe 

Seem'd blended in his form; 

... 
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Rich was his vefture ; o'er his horie 
Embroidered trappings flow'd ; 

But worth difclaiming outward pomp 
The Earl confpicuous fhew'd. 

At Siward's cattle now arriv f d, 

The joyful Baron came 
To meet the fplendid cavalcade, 

And blefs Rodolpho's name.< 

" Thou gen'rous friend, to Whom I owe 

My fortune and my life, 
Come, ever welcome !" he exclaim'd, 

" Behold thy deftin'd wife." , 

Slow was the fair Albina's ftep, > 

And penfive was her air ; 
Her face was pallid as the veil 

Which held her beauteous hair* 

Tho* decked ro bridal robes of ftate, 

Yet ftill her looks exprefsM 
The vi&im of unhallow'd rites, 

For mournful orgies drefs'd. 

u Receive, my child/' her father cried, 
" Thy virtues .to reward,—- 

Receive from thy fond parent's hand 
This brave and worthy lord* 
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No longer let thy maiden feari 

A coy referve impart ; 
Avovrthe love that Heaven approve^ 

And give him all thy heart/* 

Albina now her pcnfive eyes 

On brave Rodolpho threw ; 
And when they met his ardent gaze, 

They timidly withdrew. 

He fnatctfd her hand : " What 1 (till* my feir, 

This cold and diftant fear i 
Does my Altrina doubt my love, 

Or why diflxefs'd appear ? 

« Oh! refcaffurM, thou deareft tnift 
That Heaven on earth can give, 

*Tis but to mate my charmer bleft 
That now I wifh to live* 

u But yeffiernight, when robbers fell 

My evening walk aflaiFd, 
Lifelefs on earth the iervant funk* 

Who to dtfexut me feilM : 

" . When from my tfr'd. overpowered atm ; 

Its wonted vigour fled, t% 
And death's eternal gloomy fliade 

Seem'd falling on my head: 

#< Memory, 
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u Memory, amid the tumult wild, 

Thy lovely image drew ; 
And thy foft woes, in fancy feen, 

Reftor'd my ftrength anew. 

u When refcu'd by a gallant knight 
Whom Heav'n to fave me fent, 

. Life feemM a nobler gift, fince life 
Would now with thee be fpent. 

" But wherefore fliould I blefs the hand 

That did the gift beftow, 
If from thy fix'd, thy cold difdain, 

I only anguifli know ?" 

" Let not my lord," Albma fcid> 

" Such painful doubts fuggeft,, 
Nor think his merit fails to move 

Albina's confcious break 

" Can flie forget, when fcorn'd, refus'd, 

M Vain flie mercy crav'd. 
When, at the moment of defpair, 

Jfis ge^rous pity fdv'd ? ' "* ' 

, . > . . «■ 

u If then his kind, but partial eyes, 

Deems her a meet reward, 
Duty fhall prompt her grateful heart, 

To blefk her 'honoured Lord;** 

r , 
END OF P 4 R T II. 

PART 
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PART III. 

" I am not of that feather to fliakc off 

" My friend when lie moft needs me. I do know him* 

«' A gentleman, that well defcrves a help, 

«« Which he fliall have." 

SHA JttPEARf* 

■ » • 

Now, while th' attendant train carous'd, 

And drain'd the feftal bowl, 
While mufick's various pow'rs combin'd. 

Entranced each joyful foul, 

Rodolpho, whifpering to his love, 

His Edgar's worth exprefs'd, 
And fhew'd the bracelet he received 

From his departing gueft. 

Iiiftant her looks, her trembling frame, 

Confefs'd a wild alarm ; 
While her fix'd eyes, with frantick gaac, 

Dwelt on her lover's arm. 

Vain was each effort to conceal 

Surprize fo highly wrought ; 
She fainted:; but Rodolphd's arms 

The finking beauty caught. 

f Their 
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Their lovely miftrefs to fupport, 
Th' attendant handmaids flew ; 

Reluftant from her opening eyes 
The thoughtful Earl withdrew^ 

Cold o'er his foul each doubt confirm'd, 

Its painful influence flung, 
And heavy on his bended arm 

His head recumbent hung. 

When Siward, whofe prefaging heart 

The caufe t<*> well divin'd, 
With agitated pleading look* 

Rodolpho quickly join'd. 

Now all retir'd ; a paufe enfu'd'j 

To break it Siward try'd ; 
Check'd by Rodolpho's look, which fpoke 

Stern honour's wounded pride. 

At length he faid, " Let not my Lord 

Sufpedl a paffion bafe : 
Did fc*er my daughter's guiltlefs heart 

With me f in defire debafe? 

fC A ruftick ftrippling at a jouft 

With vidtQry was crown' d, i 
And.gain'd the bracelet, which is now 
i'd thy arm around. 
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u My daughter's hand beftow'd the prize* 

But he audacious grew, 
And dar'd* with bold prefumptuous love, 

Thy promis'd bride to view, 

" I drove him from my wide domain, 

And many a year is pad, 
Since in the wars of Paleftine 

I truft he hreath'd his laft. 

" But whfen Albina on thy arm 
The well-known bracelet view'd# 

Her lhame and fcorn at Edgar's love 
Were painfully renew'cL*'.. 

u There *eetf no pleas, I reft aflur'd," 

Rodol pho anfwer'd mild ; 
¥ But this young Edgar, only once 

Did he behold thy child? 

" No plea: of merit had the youth > 

Was love his oftly claim V r 
He paaxs*d* and Siward's confeious cheek 

Confefs'd the blufh of fliame. 

" His courige," Siward cried, u my land* 

From lawlefs ruffians favM ; 
Bu^when I offer'd him reward, 

His pride the ojfer wav'd. 
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€€ Yet till hi* manner, voice, and look, 

His latent views exprefs'd, 
Within my cattle he abode, 
' My brave acknowledge guelk ,# 

Th* indignant Bail now checked the teat 

Which unpermitted, ft pfe, 
And to the rigour of his fete 1 ' 

Composed his manly Ibid* 

u Go, o'et thy daughter^ grief/* he cried, 
« Drop pity's foothing balm, 

Whilft I m yoni^uefter'd grofe 
Regain a tHental calm." *.../.* 

. But not the ftttl fcqtfcfterfd ^grovc 5 :> 
Could calm Rodolpho's foal, : f 
StiH on his mind Albina^s tears 
And Edgar's anguifb ftole. 

Now. beaaty in the net-o£ Jove • ! 

His heart clofe captive fold $ 
Now gratef \i\ friendfhip* s. manlier force 

The Syren's fiaare repelled. ./ 

" l>i4 left of beauty; left of Wrth, 

Around Aibina blaze, 
Lefs vferel^ torture tio refiga, ^ 

But lefs would be the graife. 

i 
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" For this did Edgar from my head 

Avccrtain death remove, 
That I fhould fever from his breaft 

The laft faint hope of love i 

u Did but his foul for fortune pant, 
Or fought h* pow'r to gain, 

How would I gratify each wifh ! 
Yet ftill the fair retain. 

, 44 Retain the fair ! retain her ! how? 
What now her vows demand ? 
Know that another has her heart, 
Yet feize her'captive'hand i - 

* Forbid it, Pity ! Honour, fcora 

Indelible difgrace ! 
Love may; with tortures tear my heart, 

But fhall not make it bafe/' 

He calPd a page to Edgar's houfe 
He bade him point the road : 

Not dUfcnt, in ja graffy vale, 
Appeared the plain abode. 

A hawthorn hedge the garden bound, 
'Twas fill'd with many a flow'r ; 

A woodbine sound, a maple twin*<L 
Composed a fylvan bow'r. 
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And there the aged Orcar oft, 

His tafk of labour done, 
Qaz'd on the fpangled arch of heav'n, ' 

And mus'd upon his fon. • 

There too, that gallant fon return'd, * 
He foughthis.griefs to calm ; 

And poar'dupon the wounds of love ( - 
Confolatory bafth. 

k 

u Ah ! whither, dear unhappy boy, 

Does thy diftraftion tend ? 
Far fwifter thaii yon failing clouds x 

Life haftens to its end. : 

41 Still as-6ur : fteps, advancing, verjge' 

On its declining ftagej 
The profpeits faint and diftant grow 

Which did our youth engage. 

Our. paffions, as we bend td earthy 
Imbibe a fombre gloom ; 
And lengthening with Our fettmg fun, ~ 
The fhadows rea<& the toriib. ! 

11 Then chief on thofe who patient tread 

An irkfome path of woe, 
Bright buriting from an happier clime, 1 

The flffeams of glory fltfw* ' - 
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" Nor urge my di&ppeinted hopes, 

I do not now complain : 
Whcai I beheld thee, one embrace 

Repaid each former pain. 

" I afk'd not for my darling wealthy 

Virtue was all my pray V ; 
And tjpav> did l^t;Cther ; gifts, : i 

To be more lavifli there. 

" Yet, Edgar, if thy patient foul* 

The taunt of pride repell'd, 
Patient ^ndi^rM the fchlier's toil, ' 

Yet faw his rights withheld; 

« Oh ! bid it, in oi^e trial more, 
Invulnerable prove, ; 

And triumph o'er the envious daft 
Of difappointed Love.'' 

«' Envy} Oh* father," cried the j<mia> 4 
« My heart.the tern»,djfdains ; 

Tha*heart, where jae*$, bright nwudi, 
The brave Roddpho >e«ps. 

* ifl*4 W- ^uitt* cr«&'d spy. hopes, 
With merit lefr replete, 

1 h»»f ^ctfd. h& g»7 career. 
Or perilhU.atfhw fipet,, , 

J « Father, 



Digitized by Google 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

« Father, thou Jcnow'ft Albina's face. 

Far lovelier was her mind ; 
While Siward favour'd, I full oft 

With her in converfe join'd. 

» 

u And ftill the maid would tdl the joys 

On virtuous love conferr'd ; 
Deceiv'd by fanguine hope, I thought 

Her theme to mc referr'd. 

" Rodolphp now, with puf eft joy 

Shall liften to that theme, 
Feel each licentious wilh confia'd, 

Yet tafte a \>li& ftprame. 

" For him fhe weave* the Partial fcatf ; 

For him the garland wreathes : 
Strikes at his call the foft-toil'd harp, 

And drains foul-piercing breathes. 

u Oh ! let us feek fome diftant fpot j 

My love I will fupprefs ; 
The father,, whom till now I griev'd, 

I will blefs, 

u For thee, and thee atone, TH ft ay 

The purppfe of defpair ; 
Confcious that man is born to woe, 

Thofe woes Pll^naly bear," 
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He faidj and with a fickly fmile 

The drooping Orcar cheer *d, 
When fudden at the wicket gate 

The gen'rous Earl appeared. 

He faw his friend, a painful thrill 
Seem'd ev'ry thought to check, 

'Till hrave Rodolpho's outftretch'd arms 
Were circled round his neck. 

Long plusM the EarU then fault'ring fpoke, 

" 'Twas much unkind to go, 
To leave me on this awful day 

Did little friendfhip Ihow. 

« 1 come to lead thee to the hall, 

The feafts, the fports attend ; 
Andev'n Albina's felf requefts 

The prefence of my friend/' 

" Does (he requeft it ?' Edgar cry'd, 

And fix'd his glaring eye ; 
M She doth requeft it," faid the Earl, 

" Can'ft thou the fair deny ?" 

« No, I will go !"— Forth from the bow*r 
With frantick fpeed he fprung ; 

His troubled foul to phrenfy'd rage 
By fancy'd wrong was ftung* 

flow 
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Now whilft upon his panting bread 

His mail he firmly ties, 
Orcar on penfive Norfolk turn'd 

His mild perfuafive eyes* 

- 

fi Great Earl, (hall not that youth's defpair 

Thy kind concern engage ? 
He is my fon, my only child, 

And lo ! I droop with age." 

" Oh venerable fire! no wrong 

Thy Edgar (hall annoy ; 
But follow, and prepare thy Ibul 

To meet a fcene of joy." 

Silent and fwift acrofs the vale 

The tortur'd friends return'd ; 
Dejedlion funk Rodolpho's heart, 

With anger Edgar's burn'd. 

r 

u This low-born iheer, this mean device," 

Thus to himfelf he faid, 
" Shall all her former virtues blaft, 

And all her charms degrade. 

* » 

" I thank her, for I ndw am free, 

My heart each fetter breaks 5 
From vifions of ideal worth 

My wond'ring foul awakes. 

Ha + with 
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<c With (miles of cold contempt FM meet 

Her proud exulting eye ; 
My heart tnay in the conflict break, 

But it fhall never figh. M 

Now broke upon his loathing view 

The caftle's turrets white ; 
Thofe turrets which in happier days 

Infpir'd a gay delight. 

Far different aim, each lofty fpire, 

And gaily fwellirig dome, 
Increased the horrors of defpair. 

And deepen 'd alt its gloom. 

Now joyful^ at the Earl's return, 

The portals were unbarr'd ; 
The bridal train in order flood 

Within the caftle-yard. 

- Rodolpho fair Albina fought 
Within the hall of ftate ; 
Affrighted, trembling, and difmay'd, 
The mournful beauty fate. 

Silent her father ftood, his looks 

Spake horror's pale prefage ; 
Ambition's fullen gloom, the fcowl 
- Of difappoiated rage. 
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Now Edgar on his long-lov'd maid 

Throws his difdainful eyes ; 
But when he fees her grief of foul, 

Far dvff'rent paffions rife. 

" Thofe clafped hands, that folemn look, 

Do they infulting prove i 
Thine, Norfolk, was the mean device, 

Thou tyrant in thy love I" 

His trembling hand now grafps his fword, 

But honour, foon alarm 'd, 
Determines yet to fpare a foe, 

Unguarded and unarm'd. 

" Yet, haughty Earl, the hour {hall come, 

Nor diftant is the time, 
When, Jburfting from each vein, thy blcfod 

Shall expiate thy crime. *' 

11 Till then, with infolent delight . - 

My heartfelt anguilh view." 
So thought the youth, and o'er his face 

His beaver fternly drew. 



Radiant as in a night of froft 
Beams Cynthia's filver car, 

Albina look'd, through chilling grief 
Each charm feem'd lovelier far* 



h 3 Rodolpho 
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Rodolpho took one parting gaze, 

A long and deep farewell; 
It feem'd at once eternal love 

And fix 'd regret to tell. 

Her father feiz'd her hand, flie rofe, 

To Norfolk's Earl (he came ; 
Rel uft ant was her ling'ring ftep, 

And terror (hook her frame. 

- 

«« Canft thou," (he cry'd, " the fudden pang, 
Which reafon blam'd, forgive? 

I never more fliall fee the youth, 
Yet fuffcr him to live." 

The Earl received the proffer'd hand 

That Siward had refign'd ; 
M Thou giveft her to me," he faid; 

« I do," the Sire rejcin'd. 

- •* Then thus with her I pay the debt 
Which I to valour ow\i ;" 
He turn'd, and on his frantick friend 
Th* angelick maid beftow'd. 

Then whil'ft o'er all his glowing face 

Benignant tranfport broke, 
Thus to the agonized pair 

The genVous Noble fpolce. 

' •« Sweet 



Digitized by Google 



A GOSSIP'S STORY* 161 

- 

" Sweet mourner, turn, Rodolpho yields 

To Edgar's claim thy vows ; 
Turn, lovely maid, vuth tender fmiles / 

Now greet thy deftin'd fpoufe. 

" Fortune and merit both combin'd, 

Thy paffion ftiaJl approve ; 
Nor thou, brave Edgar, doubt the friend 

That gives thee e'en his love. . 

" Siward, if ftill thy narrow heart 

Can humble worth difdain, 
Know, Edgar from this hour is lord ^ . 

Of many a fair domain* 



" Soon o'er the lands which I be flow 
His liberal care ihalLfhme ; » 

Give rapture to his father's heart, 
And felf-reproach to thine. 

" Nor, Edgar, let a friendly fear 

.Thy prefent blifs decreafe ; 
Approving virtue cheers my foul, 

And all within is peace. 

u Charm'd by the joys which heav'n around 

Benevolence hath thrown, 
I fhare the bleffings I impart, 

Nay, make them all my own. 

H 4 U Here- 
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u Hereafter in fome penfive hour 
Should felfifli thoughts offend, 

To banifli every mean regret, 
I'll feek my happy friend. 

. u There as he fhines, in fortune, fame, 

In love, in virtue bleft, 
The mufick of his grateful voice 
Shall harmonize my bread." 



Continuation of the 12th Chapter of The 

Gossip's Story. 

WHEN Sir William Milton had 
finifhed the long manufcript, Captain 
Target, who had with great difficulty 1 
refrained from paying his rcfpefis ' to 
Morpheus during the recital, began to 
roufe his faculties by emphatical com* 
mendations, which he happily divided 
between the ftory and the reader. 

Marianne, whofeeyes fwam with tears, 
rejoiced that the lovers were at laft made 
happy together, of which (he had once 
many doubts* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Alfop applying every wor d which 
Marianne uttered in favour of Jo to 
his own advantage, took courage, and j 
ventured to give his opinion $ which was, 
that it was very cleverly brought about 
to make my Lord give up forne demefnes 
to Edgar, for he thought the Old Gen- 
tleman never would have allowed his 
daughter to marry a man, who was not 
only of low birth, but who had no fortune. 

« Mr. Alfop," faid Sir William con- 
temptuoufly, < c overlooks the circum- 
stance which ennobled Edgar $ he feore 
arms in .■Pateftinc. M 

Captain Target could not fpfFer a hint 
in War of the military line to pafs u.i- 
noticed. He bowed profoundly to the 
Earonct, and declared himfetf happy in 
entertaining the fame honourable fenti- 
ments of the' chara&er of a ibldier ; 
adding in a theatrical ftyle, cc None but 
the brave defer ve the fair. Is not that 

* 

your opinion, Mils Dudley ?" 

" I hope, Sir," faid Louifa, colouring 
at this unexpected reference, (( I ihail 

h 5 riot 

m • 

* 



■ 
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not offend your allowable partiality for 
your own profeffion by obferving, that 
I am glad Rodolpho is not left unhappy. 
Indeed I think he is placed in the moft 
enviable fituation, fince the confciouf- 
nefs of having performed a highly gene- 
rous adtion, muft afford a perfeft delight 
to an exalted mind. But Edgar labours 
under the weight of an obligation, which 
he never can repay $ befides, he may tear 
that his tr^nfports are the caufe of dif- 
treffing his benefa&or." 
5t " My-fentiments, Madam, refpedling 
the fublime pleafures of generofity entirely 
coincide with yours," faid Sir William j 
fC but I am forry to hear you fpeak of 
gratitude as 2l painful fenfation." 

" Not abfolutdy fo," replied Louifa, 
diftreft at an obfervation which was 
accompanied by a look of angry pene- 
tration. " I only think Rocjolpho's is 
the moft enviable lot. He is placed in 
fuch a fayourable point of view that had I 
been Albina, I Ihould have felt half forry 
to refign fuch a worthy lover." 

« Not 
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y <f Not if you had been previouQy 
attached to Edgar, fifter, and recolledted 
what he had fuflfered for your fake/' faid 
the gentle Marianne. " True , Madam," 
exclaimed Alfop with a deep fighj "but 
every body don't know what true love is." 

<c Indeed, fifter," returned Louifa, 
laughing, <f Mr, Alfop is a better adept 
in love affairs than I am : but let us 
change the fut?je<5t of converfation. Ic 
grows too interefting." 

Mr. Dudley now obferved, that . if 
the manufcript had entertained his friends, 
it anfwered the purpofe for which he 
had introduced ic. Its merit, he faid, 
confided in its fimplicity, and he was 
going to make fume obfervations on the 
ftudied ornaments with which many 
modern poets overload their produdions, 
till they obfeure the fenfe, and difturb 
the harmoay of the language ; when the 
entrance of a fervanc to announce fupper 
happily relieved the Danbury gentlemen 
from a literary difcuffion, of which, to 
fay the troth, they were not. very fond. 

h6 On 
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On their return home, Mr. Alfop afked 
his friend's opinion refpe&ing the prefenc 
ftate of his affairs. The Captain fwore 
they were in an admirable train, and men- 
tioned Louifa's laughing at him, as a 
convincing proof that (he was apprehen- 
five of his influence over her fitters mind. 

In fliort, things were thought ripe for 
the grand attack, and it was agreed that 
a letter ihould be written cxprcflive of 
Mr. Alfop's paffion, which his confident 
promifed to deliver. They then feparated 
for the evening ; the Captain to fabricate 
a fpeech, intimating a ftruggle between 
k>ve and friendfliipj and Mr. Alfop ? to 
read the Polite Letter- writer, prior to the 
tompofition of his intended epiftle. 



■ 



. . • * 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A letter (but not the one the reader was 
induced to hope for) calls forth Jome 
very antiquated notions. 

« 

T" 
HE poll arrived at Stannadine 

foori after the departure of the vifitors, 

and Mr. Dudley, on receiving a packet 

from his London correfpondent, wifhed 

his daughters a good night, and retired 

to his chamber. 

The intelligence it contained was of 
the unpleafant kind. It certified the 
report, fhat the French had detached a 
fquadnon to lay wait for the Weft-India 
fleet, which was deftitute of adequate 
of defence againft an unexpected 
attack; ic alfo added, that the capture 
of a (hip in which they had hoped to 
receive, large remittances, had precipi^ 
tated the ruin of Mr. Ton^ereau** firm, 
which had that day ftopped payment. 

Wlfaile Mr. Dudley &t meditating on 
his misfortunes, with the deep regret 
* 5 of 
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of a man fenfible that he had been guilty 
of an irretrievable error, Lou i fa entered 
the room. Mr. Dudley's agitated mind 
>vas ftrongiv imprefled on his countenance; 
but his daughter was in too much diforder 
to regard it. Pale, trembling, and unable 
to fpeak, (he gave him a letter which 
Jhe had juft received; and while he perufed 
it, (he funk into a chair. I (hall copy 
this alarming epiftle : 

« TO MISS DUDLEY. 

« Madam, 
1 I make bold, though a perfect 
c ftranger, to trefpafs upon your goodnefs. 
« I am told that you are (hortly to be 
c married to Sir William Milton. I muft 
c fay, Madam, for all I have heard of 
c you, I wifh you a better hufband than 
c fuch a villain. I am a poor widow- woman, 
« who keeps a coffee-houfe in — — ftreer, 
c and a few years ago my daughter (a very 
€ handfome, well-behaved young woman) 
« went to the Indies, in hopes to make her 
* fortune. She there met Sir William, 
€ then only Captain Milton, and he fell in 

« love 
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« love with her, and (he with him. He pro- 
< mifed to marry her, and fo at laft ruined 
« her. But he kept her like a Princefe 
c all the while (he (laid there. Poor crea* 
c ture, the worfe for her now. For at lafl: 

* he quarrelled with her, and left her be- 
« hind him when he came to England, 

* and would do nothing for her, and (he is 
c come home in great diftrefs indeed. She 
' has two children, Madam, and I have 
c hard work to maintain myfclf thefe bad 
« times. So I hope you will perfuade Sir 
1 William to do fomething handfome, and 

* 1 fhall be bound to pray for you ; from 

c Your humble fervant; 
" Mary Morton. 
* N. B. He ought to do fomething for 
' his children, they arc too young to 
4 affront him/ 

MrJ Dudley, after perufing the letter, 
caft his eyes upon his daughter, and afked 
- her what could be done. 

" Can I, Sir," faid Louifa, burfting 
into tears, «• vow to love and to honour 
a man who labours under fuch an impu- 
tation ? 
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xation? Oueky is added to licentious 
perfidy. My dear father, forgive me! 
My very foul revolts againft this union." 

"Oh worthy of thy excellent mother/ 
faid Mr. Dudley : " No, Louifa, you can- 
not. I am far from thinking fo lightly 
as fome people do of the vicious irregu- 
larities in which many young men indulge: 
but to abandon the unhappy creature he 
has feduced, to the horrors and tempta- 
tions of poverty; to make no provifison 
for his innocent, helplefs offspring ! 
Rather would I fee thee a beggar, than 
iiffcr thee to contaminate thyfelf by par- 
ticipating in his guilty affluence. He 
capablexf a generous affe&ion ! Impof- 
Cble 1 

" You have relieved my anxiety, M 
replied Mifs Dudley ; " yet why fhould 
1 doubt that my dear father would fee 
the atrocity of fuch an adtion in as ftrong 
a light as myfelf? But, Sir, you ha 
liad letters from London, Not diftneffing 
ones I hope." 

f They 

* > 

m 
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" They are not confolatory, my child/* 
refumed Mr. Dudley* " but we muft firft 
decide upon this affair." 

Louifa, who perceived her father agi- 
tated by a contrariety of paflions, guefled 
at the intelligence he would not com- 
municate, and regretted that fhe had 
rufhed into his pretence, to overwhelm 
him with the additional weight of her 
own forrows. She ftrove to compote 
herfelf, and again peruted the letter from 
Mrs. Morton. She began to think it 
poflible lhe might have been betrayed 
by her fecret prejudices, to adopt a fever e 
opinion without fufficient proofs; and, 
determined not to truft to her ownjudg*. 
ment, afked her father, if the letter did 
not bear evident marks of being di&ated 
by ftrong refcntment. 

Had Mr. Dudley feen what paffed in 
his daughter's mind at that moment, he 
would have contemplated the triumph of 
filial piety, defirous of giving up every 
thing but its integrity, to ward the (hafts 
of misfortune from bin?. He would 

have 
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have admired the virtue that warred with 
even the innocent and allowable propen- 
fities of the heart, and ftill more would 
his daughter's charafter have rifen in 
his eye, from her attempt to hide the 
intended facrifice from his obfervation, 
by giving to the excufes fhe was forming, 
the air of extenuating love. He was 
ignorant of thefe circumftances, and when 
Lcuifa afked him, if it would not at leaft 
be juft to allow Sir William an oppor- 
tunity of juftifying his cbnduft, he fup- 
pofed it poflible the diflike his daughter 
at firft expreffed againft her lover, had 
fubfided ; and was fucceeded by a degree 
of attachment. 

But fince love, though indulged to the 
degree of dotage, would not, in Mr. 
Dudley's opinion, obviate the many evils 
incident in an alliance between a virtuous 
woman and a profligate man j he only 
wifhed, from the fuppofed ftate of Louifa's 
affedtions, that Sir William might be able 
to juftify himfelf from the fevere impu- 
tations 04ft upon his character. On 

reading 



Digitized by Googl 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 173 

reading the letter again, he thought it 
probable that fpleen, violence, and dis- 
appointment might aggravate the offence. 
" But depend upon it, my love," faid 
he, " the charge has fome foundation. 
It would be wrong not to hear what he 
can plead in his defence, and indeed you 
cannot now decline his addrefles, without 
giving him a reafon for your conduft. 
I will fpeak to him to-morrow morning." 

Louifa now prefled her father to dis- 
cover the purport of his intelligence 
from London, but he eluded inquiry, 
determined that fl>e (hould know nothing 
more of his misfortunes, till Mrs. Mor- 
ton's accufation was either refuted or 
confirmed. He rightly thought* that 
though pecuniary circumftances may 
influence a woman's choice, when no 
folid objeftions can be made to the lover ; 
innocence, if bribed by the wealth of the 
univerfe, ihould (brink from a connection 
with vice. He therefore pretended the 
eafe he did not feel, and reminding her 
of the latenefs of the hour, with a fervent 

carefs 
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carefs difmified her to repofe. It was a 
bleffing which neither of them enjoyed 
that night : befides the preffure of their 
own forrows, each of them laboured under 
the apprehenfion of what the other en- 
dured j for the filial and paternal ties are 
at leaft as iufceptible of thefe emotions, 
as either friendfhip or love. 

CHAP. XIV. 

■ 

A wealthy lover is difmijfed by a family 
upon the eve of bankruptcy* for .what the 

world may fiyle f fir ilea conduit. 

- 

M iSS Dudley rifing early next 
morning, as was her ufual cuftom, to 
fuperintend domtftick affairs, met Sir 
William in the pafifage leading to the 
breakfaft-room. He had an unufual 
degree of urbanity in his afpedt, and 
feizing her hand wirfc^an air of gallantry, 
begged the favour of a few minutes' 
converfation : Louifa reluftantly affented ; 
and he gave her a letter he had juft 
received from his mother, in which her 

Ladylhip 
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Ladyfliip exprefled her eagernefs to 
receive a daughter of her late beloved 
friend, in a yet more endearing point of 
view, than that in which her nephew 
hoped to have prefented one. She con- 
cluded with begging, that his amiable 
miftrefs would facrifice a. few fcruples 
of pun&ilio to her earned entreaties. 
Her health, flic faid, was apparently 
declining, and fhe felt all a parents 
anxiety to fee the happineft of her forc 
fecured, and to participate in his tranf- 
ports, while flie was yet able to enjoy 
them. Sir William (lengthened this 
argument by urging his own impatience; 
be flattered himfelf he had not been 
wholly undeferving her favour; fettle- 
rnents he was ready to difcufs with Mr. 
Dudley; but as he meant by their libera- 
lity to prove hi* high fenle of her merits, 
no obje&ions could arife on that head. 
He concluded with hoping, that as female 
coquetry had no part in her chara&er, 
flie would fhorten the time of probation, 
aod favour him with an early day. 

Louifa, 
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Louifa, with ftreaming eyes, perufed 
Lady Milton's letter, and from the ma- 
ternal tendernefs vifible in every part, 
was led to wifh that (he could gratify the 
kind requeft. She ftarted from her re- 
verie at Sir William's laft words ; the 
proof of his unworthinefs flafhed upon 
her mind, and while her foul overflowed 
with veneration for the mother, it (hrunk 
in abhorrence from her fon. She attempt- 
ed to fpeak, but was unable. She turned 
afide her face glowing with confufion, 
and clung to the arm of her chair as if 
to fupport her trembling frame. Sir 
William, who conftrued her behaviour 
into maiden delicacy, was going, by decla- 
rations of everlafting love, to deliver her 
from her embarraffment; when Mr. Dud- 
ley entered the room. Louifa never 
beheld her father approach with more 
pleafure ; fhe inftantly rofe, and referring 
her lover to him for an explanation, 
haftily withdrew. 

Though the young Baronet would have 
preferred receiving from his miftrefs the 

defired 
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defired confent, he was not thrown into 
dcfpair by this reference. He gave Mr. 
Dudley his mother's letter, and informed 
him that he had been urging Mifs Dud- 
ley to favour him with a fpeedy union. 
Lady Milton's confent was, he faid, of 
no confequence in one point of view, 
as his fortune was perfedtly independent, 
and in his own poffeflion; but as it implied 
a juft refpefl for the Lady he fo highly 
efteemed, he could not but rejoice in 
every tribute that was paid to his Lpuifa's 
virtues. 

Mr. Dudley, after obferving that he 
was the laft man upon earth to whom 
apologies for filial deference were necef- 
fary, declared his grateful fenfe of Lady 
Milton's favourable fentiments of his 
family. He then hinted, that before the 
propofed alliance could take place, a very 
painful fubjedt muft be difcuffed. 

Sir William, fuppofing he meant fet- 
dements, replied, that in all pecuniary 
concerns, Mifs Dudley's wifhes fhould 
be the only bound to his liberality. 

i " I do 
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« I do not doubt your generofity on 
that head, Sir "William ; it was to another 
circumftance I alluded. But let me pre- 
mife, that you fee before you a man of 
bankrupt fortunes; one who has ruined 
himfelf and his child by a fatal confi- 
dence; one who has nothing but his 
integrity left. Be pleafed, Sir, in our 
future converfation to remember this cir- 

* 

cumftance." 

Sir William, grafping Mr. Dudley's 
hand, protefted the intelligence gave 
him no pain except upon his account. 
He would with pleafure afford him all 
the afliftance which his ample fortune 
could beftow. He would fettle upon ' 
him what income he fhould judge necef- 
fary for his fupport; and as to his Louifa, 
the enjoyments of wealth would be 
doubled to him by her confenting to 
(hare them. He thanked Heaven he 
had no occafion to bound his expences 
by parfimonious rules, and liberality was 
the darling paffion of his foul. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Dudley bowed with the air of 
one who would rather avoid than court 
the favour of proud- munificence. Anxi. 
ous, however, to avoid offending the 
haughty youth he intended to reprove, 
he expreffed a lively fenfe of his generous 
promifes. « Indulge me, Sir," faid he, 
" with the privilege our prefent fituation 
claims, and fuffer me not only to ac"t the 
part of a father to my girl, but of a real 
friend to you. A report has reached us 
which has given us both pain; and a 
juft regard for Louifa's future peace com- 
pels me to aflt the nature of your con- 
nexion with Mifs Morton ?" 

A flrroke of electricity could not have 
more fenfibly affecled Sir William Milton. 
A deep fuffufion ftole over his gloomy 
features, which was foon fucceeded by a 
livid palenefs. There needed no lkill i n 
phyfiognomy to exclaim, « Guilty, upon 
mine honour." 

Mr. Dudley, who hoped his filence 
was at leaft a proof of contrition, pro- 
ceeded : « It is not my wife, Sir, further 

VOL. I. l 
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to diftrefs you; I fee and pity your con- 
fufion. Few of us can walk in the un- 
erring path of rettitude; and perhaps 
a fincere endeavour to reclaim our wan- 
dering fteps is all that can be expe&ed 
from human infirmity. Though licen- 
tious indulgences ever were and muft 
be criminal, I am willing to allow fome- 
thing for the impetuofity of youthful 
paffions ; the influence of diflipated fociety ; 
and the unreftrained freedom of manners 
in which Europeans indulge themfelves, 
in the luxurious climate of the Eaft. But 
there are fome circumftances in the 
diftreQing account which fhocks credi- 
bility, and I doubt not but that you will 
exculpate yourfelf from tbem." 

« Narrrc them/' faid Sir William, in 
an imperious accent. 

" That you have abandoned the un- 
happy creature you feduced, to want and 
all its horrid temptations. Nay, that you 
have negle&ed to provide for your own 
helplefs, unoffending offspring*" 

« You 
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*' You muft give up the author of this 
report/' refumed the Baronet* in a loud* 
authoritative tone. 

i 

<c Not till you in a fatisfa&ory manner 
refute the charge." 

cc I fcorn to anfwer anonymous fcandal*" 
faid Sir William, " If you eftecm me 

a villain on (lender proofs-— retain your 

opinion/* 

" I fliould rejoice in your vindication ; 
but this warmth is no ftep towards it* 
The confequences of my thinking you 
a villain* is my daughter's rejedtion of 
your addrefs/ 9 

€€ You fpeak, Mr. Dudley, as if the ob- 
ligations were on your fide. I have a due 
fenfe of your daughter's merit; but love 
has not fo blinded my reafon as to 
make me undervalue my own preteri- 
Sons." 

" I perceive* Sir/' faid Mr. Dudley* 
" that you remember my poverty : but I am 
fiiH rich in my child* nor dare I entruft you 
with my only remaining treafure* till I am 
affured 1 commit her to the protection of 

i 2 a man 
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• * 

a man of principle and honour. You 
frown, Sir; I cannot be filenced by a 
frown. The man who can fo far preferve 
his equanimity of mind during the ruin 
of his fortune, as to afk nothing of the 
wealthy, is too rich to fear their refent- 
ment." 

u Did you, Mr. Dudley, formerly find 
this intelle&ual wealth a good marketable 
commodity ?" interrogated Sir William. 
cc I rather fufpeft you did not fully ap- 
preciate its value, till you retired from 
mercantile purfuits." 

" If by reminding me of the profeflion 
I once followed, you mean to throw any 
refleftion on the general character of a 
Britifh merchant you rather expofe your 
own want of information refpedling the 
refources and wealth of this empire, than 
difcredit me. I glory in having ftimu- 
lated the induftry of thoufands $ increafed 
the natural ftrerigth of my country ; and 
enlarged her revenue and reputation, as 
far as a private individual could- My 
fall has not been accelerated by vice, 

extrava- 
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extravagance, or difhonefty : but we 
wander from the point. Difputes of 
this nature are only unneccffary aggra- 
vations. If you continue to refute the 
dcfired explanation, I can no longer con- 
fider you as Louifa's lover ; and whatever 
my fentiments of your conduft may be, 
it is only in that charadler that I can claim 
any right to inquire into it." 

« I queftion," laid Sir William, « if 
that character gives you the right to which 
you pretend. But k is not from you y 
Sir, that I (ball take my difmiflion. I 
muft fee Mifs Dudley, I will khow how 
far you have prejudiced her againft me. 
She may perhaps explain your motives 
for, this extraordinary interference. 1 ' 

<c I have no improper ones," replied 
Mr. Dudley, rifingto ring the bell. Then 
addreffing the fervant who came in, he 
drfired that Louifa would immediately 
atcend. The gentlemen remained fulknly 
Client till Ihe entered the room. 

« My dear," faid Mr. Dudley, « Sir 
William Milton wifhes to fpeak to you, 

1 3 perhaps 
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perhaps he will favour you with the ex- 
planation he has refufed me." He then 
attempted to withdraw ; Louifa fixed her 
pleading eyes upon him, as if intreating 
his ftay ; but he determined to refift their 
filent language ; till Sir William obferved 
that he had nothing to urge to Mifs 
Dudley which it was improper for her 
father to hear. 

«* I find, Madam," faid the haughty 
lover, " that 1 have forfeited Mr. Dud- 
ley* s efteem. I wifti to know if ym too 
confider me as a bafc feducer * the be- 
trayer of innocence; one who meanly 
abandons the creature he has plunged 
into guilt: nay, who deferts his own 
helplefs, unoffending offspring? Are you 
too, Madam, refolved to withhold from 
me the name of my accufer V % 

" If my father,*' replied Louifa, cc has 
informed you v of the charge, you muft 
know in what light I confider it. I fhould 
defert the female charadter if I was defti-" 
tute of delicacy and companion: and 
unlefs you wilh to difprovc thefe cenfures, 

of 
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of what ofe can it be to difcover from 
whence they proceed ?" 

<c I. perceive/* returned Sir William, 
4< (I with I could fay with indifference,) 
the (lender hold I have of your affe&ions. 
Perhaps, Madam, it was the fplendor of 
my offers alone that procured me even 
a momentary attention." 

§€ Had you, Sir, appeared to me at firft 
in the light you now do, not even your 
Jphndid offers would have excited a mo- 
ment's hefitation* I cannot reconcile 
my heart to an hufhand deficient in moral 
principle.'* 

" And may I a(k," exclaimed thfe 
peremptory lover, c< what that high 
ftandard of perfection is by which thbfe 
who afpire to you muft be meafured 

<c The ftandard after which you inquire, 
Sir William, does not exceed moderation: 
it is humble like my own deferts. But 
we only agitate each other ; permit me 
Co withdraw/' 

" No, by my foul, I cannot lofeyou 1" 
cried Sir William, in violent emotion. 

14 He 
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• 

He would have bent his knee, but reco!- 
ledting that Mr. Dudley was prefent, 
refrained from the undue condefctnfion. 
He gazed upon her a few moments, and 
then in a low tone faid, cc You could not 
treat me with this indifference if you ever 
loved me. But even at this moment you 
fcornfully enjoy my agony." 

<c As thefe cenfuFes," refumed Mifs 
Dudley, a are merely intended to evade 
a charge you do not deny, I need not 
labour to reinftate myfelf in your good 
opinion* Yet I could wifh to preferve 
Lady Milton's, and will intreat as a lafi 
favour, that, when you inform her of 
what has pafled, you will give as candid 
an account of me as can confift with 
your own vindication." 

" Sovereign contempt, by Heaven! 
But, Madam, you miftake me if you 
think to awe me into fupplicatory fub- 
miffion. However highly you may rate 
my love, I can borrow fome of your 
philofophy to conceal its pangs. May 
you find a worthier lover, or at lead one 
. . who 
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who ?s a better adept in the difguifes of 
courtfhip/' - 

Sir William then ordered his horfes, 
and Mr. Dudley, after an invitation to 
(lay breakfaft, which was coolly declined, 
did not oppofe his deparure* 

T 

CHAP. XV. 

■ 

» » 

Calamity frequently expands a generous heart. 

Mr . Dudley attempted to fortify 
Vis daughter's mind whh thofe principles, 
which not only blunt the keeneft arrows 
of difappointment, but convert them into 
bleflings. <c Your drearn of happineft^ 
my love," faid he, <c appears to be ter- 
minated : yet from the calm confiftency 
of your conduft, I truft that you are not 
deftitute of thofe mental fupports, without 
which ail that the world calls good is 
but fplendid mifery. You feel, my 
Louift, that you have afted as you 
ought, and that reflect ion will enable you 
to fupport even the painful difcovery of 

1 5 the 
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the unworthinefs of a favoured lover/' 
fc It was your recommendation, $ir" 
replied Louifa, <c which firft induced me 
to accept Sir William Milton's offer*. 
I relied upon your judgment, and felt 
allured that the good qualities you afcribed 
to him would excite my efteem, my 
gratitude, and my love. I have every 
reafon to rejoice that we have been con- 
vinced of the defe&s in his temper and 
condudt, before it became my painful 
duty to endure them. But I fear, my 
dear father, that the termination of this 
connection may be of ferious confequences 
to you ?" 

" When your mother died," replied 
Mr. Dudley, * I loft my high relifh for 
the comforts and pleafures affluence be-> 
ftows. J truft my heart has not been 
tainted by mifanthropy, but I have been 
ifo acculVomed to fcek for my pleafures 
and comforts out of my own mind, that 
to renounce fociety, and to feclude my> 
felf from the world, will fcarcely excite; 
a figh upon my own account. For yoii, 

7 my 



Digitized by Google 



A GOSSIP'S STORTT. t9g 

my child, I deeply feels your fpirits have 
not been broken by repeated trials, and' 
riling into life, you look upon it with all 
the fanguine preference of youth. Anxi* 
ous to preferve to you the profperitjr 
you have hitherto enjoyed, I confidered 
Sir William's apparent generpfity with 
too favourable an eye s but no more of 
hind. Amidft the ruin of my fortunes* 
I rejoice that the little eftate your grand* 
father left you in Lancaihire for pocket* 
money will preferve you from indigence. 
You have not to thank me for this referve* 
tt was happily fecured from my indifcre* 
tion, and confequently could not be fa- 
crificed to an artful, ungenerous friend/* 
" My deareft father/' faid Mifs Dud* 
Icy, €< do not afflidt me by thefe fel£ 
©pbraidiogs. I owe you a debt I never 
can difcharge. . Not to mention the 
tfioufand kind attentions which have 
hitherto made my life a round of delights, 
k is from you i have received a fuperior 
education; you inftilled into my infant 
foul principles which, unlefs my own 

1 6 faulty 
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fault, mud infure my prcfcnt and future 
happinefs. Why, Sir, for I will fpeak 
proudly, (hould not your daughter be able 
to find pleafure and comfort in the re- 
fources of her own mind as well as your- 
fclf? We (hall live very comfortably 
upon that dear little eftate you talk of, 
I always had a turn for ceconomy and 
management; am quite a cottager i n 
my heart, I affure you. The few friends 
we pofiefs will continue to efteem us in 
any ftation $ and as to general acquaint-* 
ance, I never confidered them important 
to my happinefs." 

. <c A cottage life, my love," refumed 
Mr. Dudley, " is not fo pleafant in reality 
as in theory. Like every other date it 
has its vexations, even for thofe who 
were born with no higher hopes. To 
them who have been accuftomed to the 
elegant enjoyments of life, it prefents evils 
,$hat patience and fortitude may teach 
lis to fupport; but which are doubtlefs 
evils. To you they will be lefs painful 

thaa 
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than to a light frivolous mind, and thia 
is all my confolation." 

Mr. Dudley then afked if Mariannft 
had been informed of his perplexities ? 
Louifa anfwered in the negative; but 
owned that her fifter had lately made 
fome enquiries to which (from an idea 
that it would be moft agreeable to her 
father) (he had given evafive anfwers. 

Mr. Dudley commended her prudence. 
cc When your grandmother took Mari- 
anne/ 5 faid he, " it was with the exprefs 
condition that (he (hould exclufively be 
confi Jered as her child. I trod you poffcfs 
her friendfhip, and will occafionally re- 
ceive fubfta.itial proofs of it : yet to be 
wholly caft as a dependant upon her 
bounty would not, I think, contribute 
to the happinefs of either. She is duti- 
ful, affectionate, arid generous; but her 
feelings are peculiarly lively ; and as js 
the cafe with moft people of ftrong fen- 
Ability, there is fome degree of uncer- 
tainty in her condudt. For my own parr, 
there is fcarcely a mifery I would not 

fooncr 

Digitized by Google 



t 9 » k GOSfflP'S STORY. 

fbdner endure, than penfion myfeff upon 
my child, with an apprehenfion that by 
fo doing I might prevent her from foim- 
ing foch connexions as her fortune and 
merit might otherwife attraft. Had Mr. 
Pelham been agreeable to her, I think 
I could have been happy in the protection 
of fuch a fotn I have judged from her 
caft of chara&er, that a fingte life would 
be moft conducive to her happinefs y 
but as even candour itfelf eould hardly 
acquit me of interefted views, were I to* 
urge fuch advice in my prefent fituation, 
I have only to hope that I ihall be able 
to conceal from her the prefent ftate of 
my affairs, until fhe felc&s fome worthy 
admirer for her huflband. Our expences 
at Stannadine indeed are eonfiderable, yet 
I think continuing them a few months 
longer, from the hope of her forming 
a fuitable attachment, is juftifiable. I fhall 
not fcruple applying to her for a (hare 
of them; befides,. my love, (here Mr, 
Dudley faintly fmiled,) perhaps a publick 

enemy 
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enemy may prove more favourable to* 
me than an infidious friend/' 

Mifs Dudley acquicfced in thefe opini- 
ons, and Marianne foon joined the party, 
anxious co know the caufe of Sir William 
Milton's hafty departure. Her father 
w$9 happy to hear her, after the perufal 
of Mrs. Morton's letter, exprefs ftrong 
deteftation of libertine principles j a 
feneiment which, I will affirm, is natural 
to a delicate unvitiated female mind. 

« 

Mr. Dudley then informed his daugh~ 
ters, that fome unexpected bufinefc would 
call him to London. He lamented that 
he ihould lofe the fociety which was fo 
delightful to him* but yet would not be 
fo felfifh as to defire them to refign the 
country, while glowing in the richeft 
robe of fummer, to accompany him to a 
dirty, deferted town. Louifa gueffing at 
her father's real motives for declining 
their company, acquiefced in the pre- 
tended one ) and Marianne was too much 

« 

enamoured with purling ftreams, and 

mofs- 
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snofs-giown dells, to endure the thought 
of leaving Stannadine* 

CHAP. XVI. 

An inter efting adventure. The pur blind God 
of Love difpatcbed upon two different 
: errands , commits an irreparable mijtake. 

T KE interefting particulars I have 
been relating afforded the greattft treat 
to my neighbours that they had enjoyed 
for many years. Two lovers at firft 
encouraged, then haft ily difmiflld, opened 
a fine field for conjeflure. Curiofity, 
which had hitherto been employed in 
fucceflively deteding the extravagance, 
parfimony, carelefs negligence, and fuf- . 
picious watchfulnefs of Mifs Dudley's 
domeftic management, was entirely 
diverted from family arrangements, to 
confider what could be the caufe of thefe 
revolutions. After many debates, we 
at laft finally determined, that Mifs 
0 Marianne 
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'Marianne refufed Mr. Pelham, becaufe 
her father gave him a bad character ; and 
that Sir William Milton flew off, when 
he difcovered Louifa had no fortune. 

The frequent vifits of Captain far- 
get and Mr. Alfop to Stannadine were 
another inexhauftible topic of conver- 
fation. I obferved that this fummer 
proved the healthieft I had ever known. 
None of my friends anfwered my enquiries 
with complaints of feeling they did 
net know bow: not one creature had a 
nervous attack or was out of fpirits. 
Sometimes we difpatched a nobleman in a 
coach and four to fetch off Marianne, 
and then again created a group of 
bailiffs, armed with an execution, to 
drive out the whole family. For my own 
part, I made a very prudential ufe of this 
general folicitude. Whenever I laboured 
under any of thofe little perplexities 
which miftrefles of a family fometimes 
feel, I introduced the Dudleys, and can 
truly fay, that more than once it pre- 
vented my party from difcovering that 

my 



Digitized by Google 



♦ 

♦ 



196 A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

my coffee was cold, and my filver waiter 
dreadfully tarnifhed. 

My friendlhip for Mifs Cardamum 
would have given me pain, on account of 
the Evident derelidtion of her beaux; 
but happily that lady had accompanied 
her papa to Scarborough, from whence 
lhe wrote very fprightly letters to Mrs. 
Medium, obliquely intimating, that 
fhe had danced with two of the firft 
gentlemen of fa (h ion there, who had faid 
very /oft things to her/ She enquired 
with perfect nonchalance* whether Alfop 
or Target had run away with Marianne 
Dudley yet; declaring either of them 
were very likely to draw in a raw young 
creature, who had feen nothing of the 
world, I conGdered thefe obfervations 
as an unqueftionable proof that they had 
totally forfeited her good opinion. 

I am however willing to hope that the 
reader's regard is not fo wholly with- 
drawn from them, but that curiofity is 
ftill anxious to know the event of the 

# 

letter, which we left Mr. Alfop com- 
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pofing in the twelfth chapter. It was 
indeed a very unfortunate performance, 
for though written in a fair legible hand> 
and very corre&ly fpelt, it was fo long 
in finifliing, that before it was ready to 
prefent, Mr. Dudley had fet out for 
London. As it began with dating, that 
the reafon which determined him to that 
mode of addrefs was to avoid the jealous 
attention of her father, the very bafis 
on which it was founded being fubverted > 
the unhappy edifice fell to the ground; 
and thus the offspring of the Loves and 
Graces was fmothered in its birth. But 
ftUl the heroick Alfop was not difcou- 
raged. How perfevering and indefati- 
gable is love ! 

To account for the confidence which 
fwelled his hopes, I muft difclofe a fecret 
which my Betty told me j namely, that 
by means of Mifs Lappel, the millener, 
a fecret correfpondence had been entered 
into between the afpiring lover and 
Mrs, Patty. Every one who has clan- 
deftinely addreffed a rich heirefs knows 

that 
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that it is of great confequence to fecure 
the waiting-maid ; and I would not be fo 
difrefpeftful to Mr. Afop's learning, as to 
hint that he was deficient in fuch neceflary 
knowledge, Mrs. Patty's zeal to have 
her lady married was too warm to be 
very nice about the intended hufband; 
and no fooner did Mifs Lappel tell her 
how deeply Mr. Alfop was Jmitten y and 
how very rich he was, than Patty thought 
it might do very well* They agreed 
indeed that he was no wit> and rather flow 
in converfation 5 but then he was good- 
natured, and Patty obferved with a wink, 
that the Jbarpeft men did not make the 
beft hufbands. In fine; by a prudent 
difpofal of a few yards of Valenciennes 
edging, Mr. Alfop fecured an able aflift- 
ant, and Patty entertained her lady with 
encomiums upon that gentleman's great 
merit, as often as (he dared to enter upon 
the fubjeft. The trufty Abigail too, 
whenever (he wanted a little article at 
Mifs Lappel's, took care to tell the 
happy lover, that her lady feemed more 

and 
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and more pleafed when (he told her about 
him, and that ftie was fure it would do in 
time. 

Relying upon this intelligence, and 
Feeling a degree of fufpicion whether his 
old friend Target would play fair, for 
which doubt, to fay truth, he had fome 
reafon, Mr, Alfop determined to truft all 
to his own perfon and eloquence; there- 
fore, one fine hot morning in July, he 
fet out, like another Paris, to conquer 
or die. Not, indeed, attired like the 
young Trojan, when he challenged the 
gruff, ill-behaved king of Sparta to the 
lifts of war; but in clean filk (lockings $ 
and a new pink padufuay waiftcoat ; his 
hair loaded with powder; and the lower 
part of his face fo enveloped in an enor- 
mous beau dafh, as to threaten fuffoca- 

> 

tion. He wore a large bouquet of 
myrtles and geraniums, whether with an 
emblematick defign, I will not fay, and 
tolling a light rat-tan in his right hand, 
tripped nimbly over the meadow. I do 
not compare him to any ancient god, or 

modern 
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•modern knight of chivalry, not recollcft- 
irig any fimilitudc juft in point. As he 
walked along he meditated, and deter- 
mined to tell Mifs Marianne, that he 
thought her the prettied creature in the 
world ; and that if (he did not pity him, 
death muft be the inevitable confequencc: 
when, lo! as he turned round a corner to 

* 

enter the court gate, lhe burft upon his 
view — not fitting alone in a lhady bower 
—not gracefully reclined upon tfre turf, 
with a book in her hand, the emblem of 
elegant fciencej not awakening the 
echoes with her melodious voice; but 
pale, agitated^ difordered in her look and 
appearance. She had juft alighted from 
a carriage which ftood at the gate, and 
by the affiftance of two gentlemen, who 
feemed abforbed in their attention to 
their fair charge, flowly entered the 
houfe. Mr. Alfop's alarm baniflied from 
his mind his intended heroicks, and he 
haftily enquired of a fervant the caufe of 
this incident — He was informed, that 
Mifs Marianne had ridden out that 

morning, 
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morning, and narrowly efcaped a dreadful 
accident. Her horfc had taken fright at 
a carriage which (he met upon the road, 
and run away with her. She had fuffi- 
cient prefence of mind to keep her feat, 
till a young gentleman who followed the 
carriage, with equal agility and dexterity 
flopped the terrified animal; and extri- 
cated her from her perilous fituation. 
The alarm however had overpowered 
her fpirits, and fhe repeatedly fainted. 
Her preferver placed her in the chaife 
with his father, and both of them 
humanely accompanied her home. Mr* 
Alfop judging his fuit could not com- 
mence that morning, left bis compli- 
ments, and after a great deal of lbrrow 
for the accident, and joy that (he was not 
hutt^ promifed to call again the next 
day. 

Mils Dudley met her fitter with tender 
anxiety, and affifted her to her chamber. 
As foorj as (he was allured that (he had 
received no real injury, (he left her to 
calm he* agitated fpirit«> and returned to 

thank 
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thank the gentlemen, for having pre- 
served a life fo truly valuable. The 
elder of the two, who feemed near fixty, 
had a keen, fenfible afped; the other did 
npt appear to exceed twenty, and was 
remarkably handfome. 

When Louifa had Satisfied their con- 
cern, by informing them, that her fifter 
was already much calmer, the elder of 
the gentlemen declared, that if the lady 
did not fuffer from her alarm, he fhould 
almoft be fo felfifti as to rejoice in a 
circumftance which had accelerated his 
introduction to a family, of whom he had 
conceived the higheft opinion. He then 
faid his name was Clermont, that he had 
lately arrived at a feat he had *in the 
vicinity, and fhould be happy to be 
confidered, by the Dudleys, in the lighf 
of a neighbour and a friend. 

Louifa, who had heard Captain Target 
mention a Lord Clermont, with whom he 
Wjas upon a moft familiar footing, rightly 
concluded her prefect vifitor to be that 
nobleman. She replied, chat lhe felt 
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affured her father (who was then from 
home) would be happy to cultivate an 
acquaintance fo much to their honour. 
Mr. Clermont then requefttd permiffion 
to call and enquire after the lady's health 
next morning, which fhe readily granted, 
and the gentlemen withdrew, highly 
pleafed with the exquifite beauty of 
Marianne, and the graceful politenefs of 
her fifter. 

Mifs Dudley now enquired of Mari- 
anne the circumftances of her late alarm, 
and was happy to fee her recovered from 
every ill effefl of it. She then told her 
what had paffed in the drawing-room, the 
rank of the family, their wifli to com- 
mence an acquaintance, the ftriking 
countenance of Lord Clermont, and the 
expreflive beauty of his fon. This latter 
circumftance Marianne denied, for pof- 
fibly her fright prevented her from 
obferving him ; fhe alfo feemed to think 
there would be an impropriety in receiv- 
ing a vifit from him during her father's 
abfence. Louifa laughed at her fitter's 

vol. i. k prudery, 
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prudery, till Marianne was rather dif- 
pleafed, and pettifhly anfwered, that as 
Ihe was determined upon a fingle life, 
her error was merely chara&eriftick and 
of no confequence. She appeared, how- 
ever, next morning drefled in an uncom- 
monly elegant delhabille, and her natural 
charms were improved by the advantage 
of well- adapted, but apparently unftudied 
ornament. I would not have my reader* 
from thence conclude, that fhe was not 
really difpleafed at Mifs Dudley's indik 
erect per million ; or that her refolution 
in favour of "blefled fmglenefs" faulteredj 
no young lady wifhes to be feen a " mere 
figure," and a perfon may be very angry 
at their heart, and yet adorn their face 
with an enchanting fmile. 

Mr* Clermont was accompanied by 
his fitter, a girl about fourteen, whom 
he prefented to the ladies $ as one zeal- 
ouQy defirous to obtain their favourable 
opinion. He interrupted Marianne's 
•thanks for the afliftance he fo fortunately 
gave her, by expreffing the tranfport he 

felt 
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felt at being able to render it* Mifs Dud- 
leydire&ed her attention to Mifs Clermont, 
who being too young and too timid to 
join much in coftverfation, it was princi- 
pally fupported by htt brother and Ma- 
rianne. Never was fuch a wonderful 
coincidence of opinion ! Both were paf- 
fionate admirers of the country; both 
loved moonlight walks, and the noife 
ofdiftant waterfalls; both were enchanted 
by the found of the fweet- toned harp, 
and the almoft equally fofc cadence of 
the paftoral and elegiack mufe; in fhort, 
whatever was paffionate, elegant, and fen- 
timental in art ; or beautiful, penfive, 
and enchanting in nature. 

When minds are in fuch happy unifbn, 
time flies unperceived. I cannot guefs 
how long the morning call might have 
been protradted, had not the appearance 
of Mr. Alfop excited a different train of 
ideas. His drefs and manner were equally 
calculated to caricature the part he meant 
to perform; and the hopes Mrs. Patty 
infpired had banifhed his natural timidity, 

k. 2 without 
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without fubftituting any thing more va- 
luable. His whole behaviour put the 
politenefs of the party to a fevere teft. 
Marianne bit her lips to avoid laughing 
at his folemn enquiries refpefting the 
confequences of her fright, and his af- 
furances of the pain he felt at hearing of 
it. Mr. Clermont could only anfwer 
with a bow, when he affumed the office 
of Ciceroni, by offering to condudl him 
to all the pretty places in the garden. 
Mifs Dudley's embarraflment was en- 
crealed, by obferving that Mifs Clermont 
had by no means obtained a command 
over her rifible mufcles ; but fat pinching 
her fingers to prevent a loud laugh. The 
Danbury Adonis determined when he 
left home, to fit out any company that 
might be at Scannadine ; for to fay truth 
he was tired of hot morning walks, and 
determined to carry off the prize before 
the return of her father. The Clermonts, 
therefore, were compelled to order their 
carriage, and while the ladies accompanied 
them to the door, Mifs Clermont expre fled 

a hope 
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a hope that though her mother was "not 
then in the country, Mifs Dudleys would 
have the goodnefs to excufe her abfence, 
and favour them with their company 
at thi 3 : park. Louifa, fearful of offending 
her fitter's prudence, poftponed the invi- 
tation till Mr. Dudley's return. 

Mr. Alfop, who considered this, vific 
as no good omen for him, felt his dif- 
agreeable proghofticks confirmed, by 
Louifa's returning to him with a flight 
apology for her fitter's abfence. He did 
not doubt that (he was playing the part 
of a Duenna, and defpairing to elude 
fuch a watchful Argus, at one time re- 
folved boldly to demand a conference 
with his charmer. But recollefting that 
it would be as prudent to try to propiciate 
her keeper, he frankly owned that he was 
very deeply in love, memioned his income, 
and earneftly implored hen good opinion. 
He certainly knew which of the ladies 
he meant to addrefs, but being much 
agitated, and not very clear in his ex- 
preftions, he unhappily conveyed to her 
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the arrogant hope that flie was the obje& 
of his purfuit; (he therefore thanked him 
for the honour he had done her, but in- 
treated him to defift from an addrefs 
which never could fucceed. Mr. Alfop 
defired fhe would confult her fifter, re- 
fufing to take a pofuive denial till Mari- 
anne was informed of his defign. Mif$ 
Dudley thought this reference extraordi- 
nary, and told him her fitter's fentiments 
could make no change in her determina- 
tion. Mr. Alfop anfwered, fhe was then 
very barbarous, and faid fomething about 
freedom, which Louifa miftaking, replied, 
fhe hoped freedom of opinion would be 
permitted to herfelf. At length the lover 
grew warm, and told her he faw her de- 
igns, and was determined to overthrow 
them, and to carry his point, in fpite 
of all the oppofition fhe could make. 
Thus thfy feparated, the gentleman in 
furious indignation; and the lady won- 
dering what fteps her refolute fwain would 
take, to compel her to attend him to the 
altar. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



A modern lover makes his exit, but not in 



fooncr was Mr. Alfop gone, 
than Mifs Dudley, impelled (I fuppofe) 
by the fpirit of envy, flew to her fitter, 
to inform her of the ardent paffion (he 
had infpired, in a heart which Marianne 
certainly accounted her own, I cannot 
fay that the difputc between the ladies 
was carried on with as much acrimony 
as mirth; but certainly each heroically 
complimented the other with offers to 
reGgn the coatcfted conqueft. Poor Mr. 
Alfop's affair being foon difpatched, the 
converfation turned upon the Clermonts. 
Marianne commended the fimplicity, pro- 
priety, and modeft fweetnefsof the fitter; 
and Louifa afked her, if (he was not now 
a convert, to the brother's uncommon 
beauty ? Marianne was refolutely deter- 
mined againft love but, fince there was 



a ftyle of high beroifm* 
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fuch a fimilarity of foul, intended to cul- 
- tivate a placonick friend/hip with Mr, 

* 

Clermont. I think in that heterogeneous 
compofition beauty cannot be an effential 
quality. I rather fuppofe, fince mind is 
the only ohjett, it would fubfift in its 
fulleft perfection between old Blue Beard 
and Lady Medufa. Marianne Dudley 
probably thought the fame. She was 
ftocked to hear her fifter talk of Mr. 
Clermont as merely an handfome manj 
while fhe took no notice of that fuperior 
virtue, that inherent excellence, that 
fublime amiability which ftie already 
difcovered was congenial to his foul. 
Indeed Louifa was apt to commend only 
what was apparent, and generally referved 
her praife of thofe latent qualities, till their 
exiftence was confirmed by experience. 

Marianne paflfed the remainder of the 
day in perufing paftorals, and playing 
upon her harp. At night, after having 
taken leave of her fifter, Patty, with many 
apologies, many aflurances that fhe would 
not do fuch a thing again for the world, 

many 
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many proteftations that flie met him 
quite by accident, and much pity beftowed 
upon the poor gentleman, put into her 
hand a billet-doux from Mr. Alfop. Ma- 
rianne at frft declined reading it, till hef 
lifter was prefent ; but being aflured by 
Patty that Mifs Dudley was not to know 
of it, ventured to break the feaL A love-. 
Tetter is generally thought rather a diffi- 
cult performance, and perhaps I fhall be 
of fervice to the rifing generation of figh- 
ing fwains if I communicate a warranted 
original i 

c MADAM, 

c As I have been certified by authentick 
c teftimony, that the party to whom I 

* ftated my cafe is biaffed in judgment 
f and likely to hold back evidence, 1 have 
c undertaken to pkad my own caufej and 
1 though I will not be fo bold as to afk 
' a favourable verdift, depend upon re>» 
1 ceiving mercy. Firft, I premife, Ma- 

# dam f never was man more in love* 
«' Secondly, I could bring many witneffes 
1 to. fpeak to my chara&er, Thirdly r 

k 5 f I poflef» 
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* I poffefs the fee-fimple of an eftate in 

* the county of Weftmoreland, of feven 

* hundred pounds per annum, deviled 
' by my late father. Fourthly, I enjoy 
' five thoufand in the long annuities, by 
' virtue of the will of my aunt Margaret 

* Alfop, fpinfter. Now, Madam, judge 
' if I mould be condemned unheard. Let 
c the caufe come fpeedily to iffue, and 

* believe me, I 

* Peareft of creatures, 

« Yours till death, 

' Thomas Alsop. 
c N. B. Be pleafed to avoid naming 
this fubjecl: to Mifs Dudley.' 

Though the humane Patty endeavoured 
to excite her lady's compaflion for the 
miferable writer, fhe was too much 
diverted by the epiftle to attend for 
fome time to fcntiments of pity. At 
length Ihe enquired how Ihe could aflift 
him, fince ftrictly prohibited from faying 
any thing about him to her After, who 
was the peifon whofe favour he was fe- 
licitous to obtain). This queftioa brought 

"on 
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on an eclairciffenrtent ; Patty vowing, that 
he protefted he was in love with her 
lady, and Marianne as pofitively affirm- 
ing that he had made propofals to Louifa 
that very day. There is no arguing 
againft fa&s. Patty was forced to give 
him up as a bafe perjured lover, and deeply 
moralized upon the general infidelity of 
men, to exculpate herfelf from the charge 
of credulity, in having been impofed 
upon by Mr. Alfop's pretended paffiotu 
She received a pofitive injunction never 
to mention his name tohermiftrefs again, 
and to return his letter, with'an intimation 
that his impertinence would receive no 
other anfwer. Patty obeyed, and penned 
a furious epiftle* in which fhe bitterly 
reproached him with having expofed her 
to her lady's refentment, and ruined his 
own hopes by his perfidious behaviour. 

Nothing could exceed the aftonifhment 
of Mr. Alfop at this charge. Indeed 
the accufation of perfidy was extremely 
unjuft, as ever fince the firft encouraging 
ray beamed upon his love, he had been 

k 6 invariably 
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invariably fixed to the objeft of- his pur- 
Tuit ; I mean the lovely MarianneVfor- 
tune. It was the objedt of his daily 
thoughts and nightly dreams * he had 
proceeded fo far as to plan the future 
method of expenditure. How then could 
he be filfe ? Utterly ignorant of the 
name of the lady with whom he was 
charged with infidelity, he could only 

exclaim with Shakefpear's Hero, 

» 

u That »y accufers know who have condemnM me," 

« 

In this agony he flew to receive the foft 
lenirives which friendfhip affords 5 but 
Captain Target thought proper to apply 
Only corrofives to the wound*- In pretty 
plain terms he called hkn a blundering 
fool, ornamenting his difcourfe with thofe 
flowers of rhetorick, which, though the 
repetition of them would be judged dis- 
graceful to a female pen, are certainly 
etteeir.ed by the gentlemen who ufe them 
as the very quintefleoce of wit, and the 
criterion of manly fenfe t He at length 

kIuc* 
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relu&antly cohfcnted to go to Stannadine, 
and endeavour to difcover what this 
heinous offence was. Indeed he was not 
in reality forry at his friemd's mifcarriagei ' 
having only made ufe of him as a fkilful 
general does his raw, undifciplined troops* 
to difcover the ftrength of the enemy 
previous to his arranging the grand 
attack ; firmly perfuaded that by a few 
of thofe fkilful manoeuvres allowable in 
love as well as war, he could at any time 
divert the laurel from Alfop's brows to 
his own. 

But if that hope had ever been well 
founded, " the golden glorious opportu- 
nity" was loft. Mifs Marianne, dazzled 
by the attractive beams of friendlhip, 
not only refufed to look at love, but con- 
fidered it as a falfe fire, and the fource of 
all female wretchednefs. 

Captain Target had the penetration 
to perceive this, and after joining in a 
hearty laugh at his friend's miftake, pru- 
dently avoided difco vering his own attach- 

. ment| 
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ment; which would indeed have banHhed 
him from the enjoyment of Mr. Dudley's 
hofpitality, for which he entertained a 
moft profound regard. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Variety^ an antidote to fatiety. 

* v 

Louisa informed her father of 

the events which had happened in his 
abfence, and foon received from him the 
following antwer : 

■ 

c TO MISS DUDLEY* 

f The playful vivacity with which mjr 
f dear girl relates Alfop's odd adventure, 
c would lighten my bofom of many of its 

* cares, were I not allured that your filial 
; c delicacy would induce you to conceal 

c the aflMion that rived your heart, and 

* pretend to cheerfulnefs in the mpment 
c of agony * left you (hould reproach 
c . a confciencc deeply wounded. I will 
?. not however increafe my real forrows 
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' by imaginary ones, but will fuppofe that 

* I have not made my Louifa wretched. 

' I rejoice from my very foul at Mari- 
' anne's efcape: I will certainly wait upon 

* Lord Clermont, to exprefs my gratitude 

< to him and his fon, immediately upon 

* my return. The intimacy he requefts 
c will, I fear, be incompatible with the 
c plans we muft too probably adopt. You 
1 tell me, unlefs a filter's partiality 
f deceives you, Mr, Clermont looks on 
f Marianne with more than admiration. 

< I fcarce wifli her to make a conqueft of 
c fo young a lover. 

c You exprefs a defire to hear of my 
c own affairs. The only pleafanc ctreutn- 
c ftances which have happened to me, have 
c been owing to an accidental meeting 

1 withMr.Pelham. As my connexions with 

« 

€ Tonnereau muft be divulged, I did not 
c conceal from him the unpleafant motive 
' of my journey. I am unable, Louifa, 
c to exprefs the manner in which this 
9 moft excellent young man has endea- 

« vourecj 
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* voured to confole me. He pofitivefy 
€ infifted that I fhould remove from the 
c lodgings I had taken, and accept of an 
' apartment in his houfe. He behaves to 
c me with yet fuperior efteem and refpeftv 
c than when he was at Stannadine folicit- 

* ing your fitter's hand. Oh, that fhe 

* had viewed him with approbation ! we 
c then fhould have enjoyed the comforts 
« of prote&ion, without feeling the mile- 
« ries of dependance. But let us not 
c repine : the events of life are guided by 
c a wife director, who often extradts real' 
' good out of teeming evil, 

c Mr. Felham has frequently men- 
< tioned you. He tells me Sir William 
( Milton's attachment to you is more 
€ violent than ever, and that he is as 
c wretched as pride, difappointment, and 
c felf-reproach can make him. I find he 

* has not been quite fo< criminal as we 
c conceived. The Mortons, my love, 
€ are artful women : the daughter, who is 

5 uncommonly beautifuJ, was. educated 

I for 
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» 

1 for the infamous purpofe of attra&ing 
c the notice of fome man of fortune. She 
€ loft her charadler before fhe went to 
< India, where, Mr. Pelham fays, fhe laid 
c fuch fnares, as his coufin's prudence 
c was unable to refift. You will be 
' aftonifhed, but during the three years 
1 fhe lived with him, fhe made his lofty 
( fpirit fubmit to what fhe pleafed to 
c propofe. Mr. Pelham owns that fhe 
c was at length left without any provifion, 
c but this was not wholly her paramour's 
c fault, as at their quarrelling fhe Hub- 
r borniy refufed to accept of any. No- 
c thing was done for the children : this 
€ Mr. Pelham feverely reprobates ; and I 
f find has at length perfuaded Sir William 
*to fettle one hundred a- year upon each 
r of them. 

c Lady Milton's health is rapidly de- 
' dining. From the high charadler fhe 
' had heard j>( you, fhe perfuaded herfelf 
c you would foften thofe afperities in her 
* fon's manner, which even a partial 
f mother could not avoid perceiving. 

■ Mr. 
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f JVft. Pelham is fo perfuaded that you 
c are necefiary to Sir William's happinefs, 
c that he wijhed me to fay whether I 
c thought it poflible you could forgive the 
c paft, if his future conduct Ihould 
€ appear to deferve your efteem. I would 
c not encourage fuch a diftant expeda- 
€ tion, or bind xny Louifa to an impro- 
c bable contingency 

c It is a £leafure to fee my amiable hoft 
c in his own family : the regularity of 
c his houfehold, the cheerful refpe& of his 
c fervants. He mingles in the world, but 

*u nut. lai^inattu uy its piea^c*. His 
c father's filler lives with him $ fee does 

* not feem remarkable either for her 
c virtues or abilities 5 and I can perceive 

1 * her temper is fomewhat injured by the 
c infirmities of age : yet Mr. Pelham 
c contrivesto make everyone as attentive 
c to her as himfelf, and thus gives her an 

• importance flie would njpt otherwife 

c poflefs. His behaviour proceeds from 

c gratitude; for (he nurfed him when an 

c infant in a very dangerous illnefs $ and it 

. * is 
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c is principally owing to her care that his 
c life was prolonged. I live, my dear, 
€ in times when I hear much about pub- 
€ lick virtue. Thofe actions pf a man's 
c life which are exhibited upon the theatre 
4 of the world are always of doubtful 
c origin. Ambition and avarice may in 
1 reality claim what appears to proceed 
c from patriotifm and benevolence ; but 
1 the retired virtues of domeftick life 
c are fure indications of that excellence of 
c heart, and re&itude of intention, which 
c the author of all good promifes to 
€ reward. 

€ Mr f Felham sever aansss your filler i 

c in this he is equally generous and deli- 
€ cate. He knows how much my heart 
c feconded his wiflies, and kindly avoids 
c a fubjed which could only give me pain. 
€ His a&ive friendfhip has difcovered a 
f gleam of hope, which perhaps like 
( many former ones will only end in 
c deeper difappointment. An uncle of 
c Mr. Tonnereau's, who died in Holland, 
c bequeathed him an immenfe eftate. 

« This 
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c This was fuppofed to be placed beyond 
c the reach of our Englifh laws; but an 
€ eminent counfellor, whofe opinion, un- 
c known to me, Mr. Pelham has obtained, 
€ ftates, that he conceives it may be 
c amenable to his debts ; and I am advifcd, 
c as being the principal creditor, to at. 
c tempt the recovery of it. My generous 

* frrend offers me every affiftance, and I 
€ fhali ftay fome time longer in London 
c to hear further particulars. 

€ I will write to Marianne by this pod. 
' She is a truly amiable child, and mj 

* affe&ions are equally divided between 
€ my daughters ; but the peculiar circun> 
« fiances of my prefent fituation forbid 
c me to difclofe to her my whole heart. 
< My Louifa has long had a prefcriptive 

* right to the confidence of her 

4 Affectionate father, 

1 Richard Dudley/ 

Such an epiftle could not but give 
delight to a heart in which the flame of 
filial piety glowed with purefl luftre: 

but 
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but perhaps it was not wholly afcribablc 
to that amiable quality, that Louifa, after 
preffing the letter to her lips, depofited it 
in her bofom, repeating at the fame 
time her father's words, " that the author 
of all good would certainly reward the 
virtues of Mr. Pelham." 

As Mr. Dudley's letter to Marianne 
is not eflfential to my defign, I (hall omit 
it. That young lady's apprehenfions 
refpedling her father's embarraffments 
had been confiderably relieved, by the 
evafive anfwers of her fifter* whufe uni- 
form cheerfulnefs, joined to the obferv- 
ation that the family arrangement was 
conducted in its ufual liberal way, at 
length entirely removed the fufpicion. 
Mrs. Patty too, who to ferve a particular 
purpofe had been the caufe of exciting 
her alarm, perceiving that it did not 
take the right effedV took care to make 
Thomas unfay every hint, to the difad- 
vantage of his matter's fortune. 

Mar ianne was now therefore tolerably 
eafy i ftie never permitted herfelf to be 

more. 
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more. Always diflatisficd with the prc- 
ferit, regretting the paft, and anticipating 
the future, (he became peculiarly inge- 
nious in the art of felf-tormenting. Her 
friendftiip for Mr. Clermont (though only 
friendftiip) was of fuch an apprehenfivc 
kind, that it could not promote the 
tranquillity of the bofom in which it was 
cheriflied. It was fo peculiarly fufceptible, 
that, notwithftanding his frequent vifits 
and marked attentions, it continually fug- 
gefted the idea that fhe was not fo amiable 
in his eye, as he was in her's. Thefe 
refle&ions did not excite any alarm re- 
ceding the ftate of her heart s was it not 
fortified by refolutions againft love ? 
Befides, fhe recolledted that in the begin- 
ning of their attachment flie felt the fame 
doubts refpe&ing the fincerity of her dear 
Eliza Milton. 

The bar which had fubfifted to prevent 
her confidential correfpondence with that 
lady, during the period of Mr. Pelham's 
vifits, being removed, Mifs Milton had 

written her a moft affectionate epiftle; 

in 
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m which, though fhe lamented that the 
Ul foecefi- of her brother and coufin 
had presented the family connedion fo 
much defired from taking place fhe 
obferved a bond ftill fubfifted, more 
'acred, more indiflbluble than any other 
She floorimed a little upon the word 
fnend/bip, and then defired her deareft 
Marianneto remember its hallowed claims 
This produced a very diffufe reply, in 
which fuch reafons were given for Mr. 
l elham's difmiflion, as entirely fatisfied 
the fair confident, who declared that her 
friend had aded with her ufual greatnefs 
ofioul, in rejecting a man whom (how- 
ler unexceptionable) fhe could not love. 

Marianne had now an additional em-- 
P%ment, befides playing upon her harp, 
^ding pattoral poetry, walking in the 

woods by moonlight, and liftening to 
•ftane waterfalls> she ^ ; « ^ 

of the events of the day, and every morn- 
'"g difpatched two meets of paper 
ofely written, to her beloved Eliza! 
» any fceptical critick lhould cenfure this 

as 
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as a violation of probability, obferving 
that a lady leading a retired country life 
could not find matter for fuch voluminous 
details, I (hall pity his ignorance, and 
refer him to the productions of many of 
rhy contemporaries i where he may be 
convinced, that fentiment is to the full 
as duftile as gold, and when beaten thin 
will cover as incalculable an extent of 
furfacc. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

An important incident y announced in pretty 

language. 

BlJT while the fair Nymph thus 
continued to hang her virgin offerings on 
the flirine of friencKhip, Mr. Clermont 
acknowledged himfelf fubdued by the 
irrefiftible force of a fuperior divinity. 
His heart was naturally fufceptible of the 
power of beauty, and his youthful imagi- 
nation, unreftrained by experience, and 
unfubdued by time, annexed to the lovely 
form of Marianne Dudley, every idea 
of c perfedt, fair^ and good/ all the 

images of excellence that 

A£ "Fabl* 
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« Fable ever feign'd, 
Cf Or youthful poets fancy when they love/*' 

He perceived through the clear tranf- 
parency of her exquifite complexion, 
a mind unclouded by any (bade of error, 
and radiated by all the fplendor of grace 
and virtue : and in the fwimming luftre 
of her azure eyes he not inaccurately 
read the foft emotions of a melting fouL 
Did ten thoufand worlds prefent equal 
*ttra£tions to that of calling fiich an 
angel his ? I am confident every lover 
under twenty will anfwer— n&. 

To accelerate the conqueft of his heart, 
love was increafcd by difficulty. Her 
rejection of Mr. Pelham was a convincing 
proof that fee was not eafily won * and 
though the fmik which beamed in her 
lavfly face at his approach,, might have 
told him he was a welcome graft, he had 
too high an idea of her perfections, to? 
fupppofe they would be the reward of hi* 
vows. But fboyld the goddefe he pro* 
pitious, might not parental authority 

inter- 
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interfere? This, though a probable* 
was only a fccondary terror i for fuppofing 
himfelf blefled with her favour, he felt 
difpofed to brave the frowns of fortune 
and of fate. 

Mifs Dudley had declined any family 
intercoutfe till her father's returns bu£ 
Mr. Clermont always found excufes for 
another call. Sometimes he apprehended? 
one of the ladies had a flight cold, and 
&en civility required that he fhould make 
enquiries after her health. Again, Mari-r 
anne exprefled a wifti that fhe could get 
a Canary-bird, and the attentive lover 
had it in his power to- prefent her with 
a charming little fongfter* another day, 
flie was hardly miftrefs of a favourite 
piere of mufiqk, and Mr. Clermont wasf 
fo happy in his manner of teaching, that; 
flie learnt much more from his inftruc- 
tions than the lefibns of her matter. 
Then on ftarting a Uterary topick, flie 
Had not read an author which he com*s 
mended, and fortunately having the boolc 
as hpnie^he infifted upon br inging it 

a 6 next 
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next day. Thus ever reftlefs but when 
in her company* he repeated his vifits, 
gazed upon her charms, magnified her 
perfe&ions, and drained, even to its dregs, 
the intoxicating cup of love. 

Such an admirer, or to fpeak with more 
precifion an adorer, was too much adapted 
to Marianne's tafte to be viewed with 
real indifference. But the paflion, which 
. jn Mr. Clermont's heart flamed with 
ardour, and (poke with animation ; in 
the fofter character of Marianne affirmed 
the form of gentle melancholy. Louifa 

perceived with pain the change in her 
lifter's manner, and eafriy divined the 
caufe. The behaviour of Mr. Clermont 
was too marked to allow her to doubt of 
his fentiments $ yet (he prudently wifhed 
that her fifter might not beftow her wbo/e 
heart, till' certain that no obftacles would 
arife to make her regret its lofs. 

The frequent vifits of Mr. Clermont 
during her father's abfence, gave Mifs 
Dudley the more concern, as (he knew 
not how to dtcline them. She endea- 
voured 

1 Digitized by Google 
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voured to engage her fitter in fociety, 
but Marianne's relu<5tance to quit her be- 
loved folitude was invincible. At latt, 
fhe fucceeded fo far as to prevail upon her 
to take a tour, for a few days, amongft 
the beautiful fcenery with which they were 
furrounded; but hardly had they pro- 
ceeded to the end of the firft ttage, when* 
Mr, Clermont and his fitter overtook 
them, who, as he thought, very fortu- 
nately, had juft fet out upon exa£Uy the 
feme route. How was Louifa to efcape 
this new embarraflrnent ? Even thtprudent 
Marianne thought they could riot decline 
his propofal of joining their party,' with- 
out evident rudenefs. 

As no vigilance could now guard 
againft repeated interviews, Mils Dudley 
felt herfelf obliged to commit her fitter 
to the guard of her own circumfpe&ion*. 
Frequent conventions amongft the de- 
lightful objects which nature prefented 
to* their view, fo forciblyrincreafed Mr.. 
• Clermont's enthufiafm, that he no longer 
brooked the reftraint of filence. He. 

k - feizcd 
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ftized an opportunity of addreffing 
his charmer, as he was conducing 
her along a woodland dell, at a little 
diftance from the reft of the party. With 
all the glowing colouring of roimntick 
tendernefs, with all the inipaflioned elo- 
quence of youthful impetuofity, he com- 
municated the fecret of his heart. His j 
Muflung miftrefs lillened in filent confa- j 
fion, her complacency at feeing her own \ 
idea of a lover realized, was abated only 
by recolie&ing, that flie " was fworn 
never to think of love." Being prefied 
for an anfwer, (he with feme hcfitatioa 
mentioned her determined preference of a 
fingle life; but intermixed this declaration 
with fo much efteem for Mr. Clcrnjopt, 
and fo much pity for his mifery, that 
though fhe doubtlefs int^pded to blaft all 
his hopes, foe did not a&ually reduce him 
to defpair. He implored her forgive^ 
nefs : it was readily granted > he th^ir 
intreated he might preferve the tender 
regard, the enchanting confidence witb 

which he had been favoured. To this 

the 
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the lady aflented, on condition of his never 
naming the word love* he in reply pro- 
mifed to confine his unhappy paffion // 
pjjible to his own bofom, and thus the ' 
quondam lovers became oftenfible friends* 
The reft of the tour was extremely 
agreeable to both parties* Marianne's 
fpirits, which probably had fuffered by 
too clofe confinement, received confider- 
able benefit from the excurfion. The 
change was fo vifible to Louifa, that flic 
could not avoid rallying her lifter upon 
the caufe of this fudden alteration* 
Marianne's heart was formed for con- 
fidence, and (he readily informed Louifa 
of the circumftance of Mr. Clermont's 
addreflfes, and her total rej.e&ion. Mifs 
Dudley did not appear to think the denial 
quite fo peremptory a& Marianne intended 
it fhould prove j and that opinion feemed 
confirmed by the vivacity of the reje&ed 
lover. Perplextfl at this fuggeftion,. 
Marianne determined to appeal to her 
Eliza Milton* who was ant excellent cafuift 
ia all points of love and honouiv On the 

evening 



Digitized by Gooole 



8 A GOSSIP'S STORY.. 

evening fhe returned home, (he retired 
early from fupper, in order to writp down 
the whole particulars. But the affe&ing. 
fight which (he faw on entering her dreff- 
ing room, incapacitated hef for ufing her 
pen. It was no other than the little 
canary-bird, her favourite pet, lifelefs at 
the bottom of its cage, and infenfible to 
the carefles of its weeping miftref6. I do 
not infmuate that Marianne's regret was 
increafed by any affociation of ideas j fhe 
was paflionately fond of all kinds of birds, 
and certainly did not prize this the more, 
from having been the prefent of a rejeRed 
lover. The accident however afforded 
Mr. Clermont a frefli opportunity of 
urging his fuit, for affuming the charadler 
of the dead warbler, he prefented Man- 
aane with the verfes following : 

SONNET, 

ON THE DEATH OF A CANARY-BJRD. 

Far from the funny ifle, and vine-hung grove, 
My native foil, to Britain's temp'rate Iky 

I came, to learn the tale of hopelefs love, 
Toxhaunt it& woes to Delia, and. to die* 

Oft 
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Oft /hall the penfivc maid thofe notes recall, 

Whofe varied melody did once engage. 
And oft the tear of kind regret fliall fall, 

As fad, Ihe gazes on my vacant cage. 
Yet, gentle mourner/not thy tears or fighsy , 

Can life's extinguifti'd taper re-illume ;, , 
And when for thee defpairing Strephon dies* 

Thy angel pity cannot break his tomb : 
Yet now fuch pow'r is lodgM in thy foft eyes, 

One tender glance would clear the morbid gloonu 

■ * m 

Marianne difcovered in this compofr- 
tion a charm infinitely fuperior to that of 
a mere well-turned compliment, and 
cenfured Louifa's commendation of the 

■ 

poetry, as by no means fufficiently ani- 
mated. Mrs; Patty, who happened to be 
prefent when the fubjeA was difcuffed 
between the lifters, joined in the conver- 
sation, and did not, by any means, " damn 
with faint praife." She had now com- 
menced as warm an advocate for Mr. 
Clermont, as ftxehad been for his'prede- 
ceflbrs Pelham and Alfop, not from the 
mercenary motives which induced her to. 
plead for the latter gentleman, but from 

the 
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the natural affe&ion which (he bore to 
handfome people. Though her lady 
feldom interrupted her when Mr. Cler- 
mont was her theme; ftill fhe fo con- 
ftantly perfifted in her determination of 
" withering upon the virgin thorn/' that 
Patty began to apprehend fome ferious 
difafter muft befal her, as a judgment 
upon her obftinacy : either that fhe would 
be metamorphofed into a rock of marble. 
Or fetched away by the ghoft of fome 
lover, who had died in defpair, Refolved 
therefore, by giving fair warning, ta 
difcharge her own duty, fhe conftantly 
entertained her lady during her hours of 
attendance, whh the dreadful confequence* 
of female drfdain, beginning with Bateman 
hanging himfelf for love, and ending will* 
the cruelty of Barbara Allen, 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XX. 

An example ofpolijhed benevolence fwrnijhes 
a ftrong argument againjl melancholy 
difcontent. 

W HILE the wavering balance of 
female refolution continued fufpended* 
before Mrs. Patty's eloquence, or fome 
weightier motive made the nqdding fcale 
preponderate in Mr, Clermont's favour* 

Mr. Dudley returned home. His arrival 

- 

relieved Louifa from much anxiety for his 
health, and peace of mind, and many 
apprehenfiqns for her fitter's foture tran- 
quillity, as flic was now certain of the 
afliftance of an able advifer. Mr. Dud- 
ley's account of his own affairs was more 
»nd more diftrefliog. The limitation* 
under which the eftate had been be* 
queathed to Mr. Tonnereau, did not upoi* 
further examination appear to be fur- 
mountable ; and even government had ' 
given up all hopes of the fafety of the 

Leeward 
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Leeward Ifland fleet: the underwriter too> 
who "had enfured the (hip in which Mr. 
Dudley's property was embarked, de* 
clared hirpfelf reduced by repeated lofleS, 
to a ftate of infolvency. Yet though 
expofed to the preffure of fo many various 
misfortunes, Louifa with delight pcr- 
ceiyed that her father's mind had loft 
much of that gloomy defpondency, which 
depreflcd it when he left Stannadine, and 
which had appeared to his excellent 
daughter a feverer misfortune, than the 
lofe of that wealth lhe had been accuf- 
tomed to enjoy. 

Mr. Dudley accounted for the change. 
fl Perhaps, my love," faid he, " of all 
the evils attendant on poverty, none 
are more to be lamented than the 
querulous humour it excites, even in 
liberal and benevolent minds. People 

in unhappy circumftances are not only 
apt to view the comforts they are 
forced to relinquifh, with repining regret, 
almofK approaching to envy $ they too 
often confider the fons of affluence, a& 

enjoying. 
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enjoying their calamities, making then) 
the fubjed of illiberal mirth, and look- 
ing down with contempt upon the 
children of adverfity. The real afflic- 
tions incident to penury, are lefs ha* 
raffing to our fortitude, than the fuppo- 
fition of our being infulted by 

«« The proud man's contumely, 
" The iofolence of office, and the fpuros, 
*« Which patient merit of th' unworthy takei. 

'* Bad as the world is, I believe this 
happens lefs frequendy than the un- 
happy fuppofe; - and doubtleft it is 
their duty to avoid indulging thefe 
painful fenfibilities ; but they are fo 
congenial to a reflecting independent 
mind ftruggling with diftrefs, and are 
fo ftrengthened by the general opinion 
of mankind, and the opinions not only 
of poets, but of moral writers and 
divines j that it is almoft impoffible for 
a perfon to feel pecuniary difficulties, 
without fuppofing themfclves tobe ill— 
rned and forfaken. It was with thefe 

fentiments 
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fentiments I left you, and though not 
rnfenfible to negledt myfelf, I anticipated 
it with greater terror, as I imagined it 
would fall with ten-fold violence upon 
you; who have been accuftomed to be 
welcomed with delight, heard with atten- 
tion,* and anfwered with refpeft. 'Mr. 
Pelham, my dear, has made me open my 
eyes to a brighter profpedt; and though 
few, like this excellent young man, mea- 
lure their conduct toxhe unfortunate by that 
<Jivine benevolence, which regards the keen 
fufceptibility of mifery, inftead of the cold 
rules of civility, — though few, I fay, like 

him divert by their kind attentions Iht 
recolledtion of that diftrefs, which the yet 
linfubdiied fpirit of independence will not 
perhiit their fortune to relieve ; yet ftill^ 
Louifa, there arie many generous mtods m 
the wbrld? and mdeh of the negleft 
of which afflifttert complains is caftral and* 
accidental; May you, my 'dear, confider 
it a$ fuch ! or rather may you meet with 
a Pelhim,' toraifeyoti aboVc the torment 
of theferefle&ionsr . 

Mr* 
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Mr, Dudley's conclufion was more 
affe&ing to Louifa than he intended. 
She would have repeated his energetick 
wife, but j-ecolle&ing herfelf, determined 
to think of this moft amiable man, orjljr 
s the friend and comforter of her father. 

Mr. Dudley's intention of paying a re* 
fpe&ful vifit of thanks to Lord Clermont* 
was prevented by that nobleman's afliduous 
politenefs ; for he waited upon him the 
morning after his return, and prefented 
his fon to him, as one whofe higheft am- 
bition was to obtain his approbation. 
Lord Clermont expreffed his wifli for an 
intimacy between the families, with a 
warmth which neither admitted of denial 
nor evafion ; and plainly fhewed that 
more than a neighbourly intercourfe was 
dcfired. Mr. Clermont's* behaviour 
afforded a further explariationi and 
though the delicacy ihfeparable frorti 
ftm&le attachment prevented' Marianne 
from making any intentional difcovery 
of her 1 fefttiments ; yet *he btufh of plea-* 

fete which lighft&i- up> Iter face at her 
jt lover's 
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lover's approach, and the penfive abfcncc 
of mind which followed his departure, 
intimated a preference which the difcern- 
ing father hardly felt inclined to limit 
to the name of friend fhip. 

Lord Clermont did not long permt 
Mr. Dudley to found his opinion upon 
fufpicion only; he avowed his fon's 
attachment, and his warm approbation 
of his choice, in terms which feemed to 
indicate an appreh^fion that difficulties 
would be ftarted on Mr. Dudley's fide. 
What then was his aftonifhment when 
that gentleman declared, that his daughter 
was an abfolute miftrefs of her perfon 
and fortune, and that if fhe inclined to 
favour Mr. Clermont, the paternal fandtion 
would be chearfblly bellowed ? But in 
order to account for his Lordfhip's fur- 
prife, I muft ftate fome* circumftances in 
his hiftory and chara&er. 

Lord Clermont then, was one of thole 
who imagine they are thoroughly ac- 
quainted with human life, from havin'g 

contemplated it on the dark fide. , Dis- 
appointed 

■ 
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appointed in his expe&ations of perfer- 
mcnc at court, he retired into the country, 
with fomewhat of a faturnine caft of cha- 
rafter$ the afperity of which was not 
foftened by the enjoyment of domeftick 
happinefs. His union with Lady Cler- 
mont was effe&ed by interefted motives, 
and as the badnefs of her temper, and 
the inferiority of her whole chara6ter, 
was a perpetual fource of difquiet, he 
attributed his infelicity to his own folly, 
in marrying a woman whom he beheld 
with indifference ; erroneouily fuppofing 
that if he had really loved her, her failings 
would have given him lefs pain. This 
predile&ion in favour of love-matches, 
* ftrongly warring with his ruling paftion, 
avarice, induced him to look forward 
with apprehenfion, to the period of his 
children arriving at maturity; for he 
fiippofed it improbable, that Cupid and 
Plutus could agree in their choice, and 
each of thefe deities feemed in his eye of 
equal importance. To prevent his chil- 
dren therefore from falling in love, he 
vol. iu b educated 
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educated them with ftrifl feverity, and 
railed at the paflion with increafmg vio- 
lence, till his accidental interview with 
Marianne Dudley, and his fon's vifible 
attachment to her, relieved his painful 
apprehenfions, and changed his inveftives 
into encomiums. Habitual feverity pre- • 
vented him from owning to Mr. Clermont 
the fatisfa&ion he felt ; but the young 
lover's impatience to lead his charmer 
to the altar, was hardly more violent than 
his father's defire effe&ually to fecure 
him from the poffibility of being attached 
to fome beautiful beggar, or of facrificing 
his future comforts at the firrine of un- 
amiable riches. 

The unfounded rumour refpe£ting Mr. 
Dudley's intentions of retraining Mari- 
anne from marrying, had reached the 
Park s and Lord Clermont comfidercd 
it as too probable to want authenticity. 
He efteemed it a very fortunate circum- 
ftance, that his Ton's acquaintance with 
the ladies had commenced during the 
father's abfence , and inftead of reftrain- 

8 ing, 
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ing, encouraged his frequent vifits to 
Stannadine, in order that he might fecure 
the affe&ions of Marianne, before any 
oppofuion could be darted. His obfcrv. 
ations on her behaviour convinced him 
that his plan had fo far fucceeded, and 
he confidered the compliment he paid her 
father in aflcing his affent, to be. merely 
a ftep to bring the affair to a crifis. That 
a/feat, given with no other reftridion 
than what his child's happinefs fieemed 
to demand, aftonilhed his Lordlhip ; but 
an adept in the ways of tie .world mil not 
afcrrbe any a&ionto *he principle of dif- 
i/uereftcd virtue, \yhich is capable of being 
referred to confijmmate hypocnfy. 

Xord . CJermotflt, on his return to the 

•• > 

Park, fcnt for his fon to his clofet. 
The polifhed urbanity of manners, which 
diftinguilhed this , nobleman ia company, 
did not enter into his domeftick arrange- 
merits, and Mr. Clermont with reluctant 
#eps obeyed the fummons of a father, 
who, except in permitting his vifits to 
Scaonadine, had always appeared to com* 

b 2 bat 
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bat his wi flies ; and who never called him 
to a private conference, but only to give 

him a pointed reproof. Even now that 
he had the moft tranfporting tidings to 
communicate, he could not refolve to 
do it in a gracious manner. " Edward," 
faid he, in a ftern voice, " I wifli % to 
know if you have fo far forgotten your 
duty as to engage your affe&ions to 
Mifs Marianne Dudley, without previoufly 
obtaining my permiffion." 'Confcious of 
the error, which he knew not how to 
vindicate, and could not difown, Mr. 
Clermont was filent. <c I perceive," re- 
fumed his Lordlhip, cc that my fufpicions 
are juft; I fuppofe, Sir, I have not 
defer ved your confidence. I am an un- 
natural father, am I not ?" The poor 
youth, fuppofmg the next lentence would 
contain a peremptory mandate to banifh 
him from one on whom his life depended, 
and again ft whom no reafonable objettion 
could be urged, could not give a negative 
reply to his father's interrogatories, and 
remained dumb with terror and confufion. 

After 
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After his Lordfaip had thus gratified 
himfelf by the indulgence of parental 
power ; he thought proper gracioufly to 
forgive him, and after (lightly mentioning 

Marianne's inferior rank, exprefied his 
willingnefs to overlook that objeftion 
in confequence of her merit, and his 
defire to enfure his fon's happinefs. He 

then related what had paffed between hinv 
and Mr. Dudley, and claimed the acknow- 
ledgment which duty and gratitude mufl 
excite, in return for fuch conOderate good- 
nefs. Mr. Clermont in a cranfport of 
joy flung himfelf at his father's feet, and 
acknowledged that he. had made him the 
happieft of men; and hisLordfhip, while 
he raifed him and held him to his heart, 
experienced for perhaps the firfi time in 
his life the real bleffing of being a father. 

Nothing now remained but to gain the 
approbation of Lady Clermont,, and to 
prevail upon the lovely maid to fandtion 
their hopes. The former, my Lord was 
too much of a fafhionable hufband to 
confider as of much importance; and 

b 3 the 
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the latter he was inclined to hope would 
not prove an Herculean labour. 

CHAP. XXI. 

A fair PJatonifi is compelled to marry > (is 
a lefs hazardous expedient, than refining 
the opinions of an illiberal age* 

■ 

The lover's talk of propitiating his 
Goddefs was rendered lefs difficult by 
Mr. Dudley; who, immediately upon the 
departure of Lord Clermont, informed 
his daughter of the purport of that noble- 
man's vifit, and requefted her decifion. 

Marianne, with blufhes as animated 
and as beautiful as thofe of the morning, 
exprefled a lively fenfe of Mr. Clermont's 
merits; but though fhe felt for him a 
tender friendfhip* and a warm efteem, 
(he fcarce fuppofed her regard amounted 
to love, a paffion of which flie believed 
her heart never would be fufceptible. 

Mr. Dudley, who thought otherwife, 
replied, " Where, my dear, did you learn 

your 
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your opinion of love ? If neither warm 
efteem nor tender friendfhip exprefles 
the fentiments it infpires, by what other 
words can you define them ?" 

Marianne, a little piqued at having her 
knowledge of a fcience, in which (he 
believed herfelf an adept, called in 
queftion, anfwered, that if flie was con- 
vinced it would promote Mr. Clermont's 
happinefs, (he could chearfully refign hin> 
to another. 

c< You only tell me, my dear, that 
you are not felfifh, mean, and illiberal j 
qualities of which I never fuppofed you 
capable." 

The young lady perceiving that foe 
had confiderably the difadvantage in the 
argument, begged her father to give her 
Ms opinion of her lover, 

» 

Tenderly prefling htt hand, " I am 
certain," faid he, " my dear child is not 
one of thofe who difcovcr irrefiftible 
attraftions in the fplendor of a coroner, 
or the poffeffion of immenfe wealth. I 
therefore will not conftder that Mr. Cler- 

b 4 mont's 
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mont's pretenfions are by thofe advan- 
tages rendered irrefiftible. He appears 
to be an intelligent, agreeable young 
man, of a frank, candid difpofition ; and 
I am informed is irreproachable in his 
morals. As a lover, I prefume, he mud 
be as much of an Amadis de Gaul, as 
modern manners will permit, and there- 
fore certainly adapted to your tafte in 
that particular." 

• Marianne fmiled. " You are fevere 
upon me, Sir, but is this all you have 
obferved of him ?" 

" I could fay," refumed Mr. Dudley, 
" that his character is not yec completely 
formed. He has been educated in retire- 
ment, under the eye of (if the world 
fays right) a ftern father. Such a fituation, 
fo fecure from every temptation to do 
wrong, and precluded from the poflibi- 
lity of a&ing and judging for himfelf, 
obliges me to confider 'Mr. Clermont's 
future conduit to be rather a matter of 
opinion, than admitting of a pofitive con- 

clufion. He is extremely young, lively, 

and 
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and poffeffed of ftrong paflions ; for fuch 
an one the world will fpread many fnarc9j 
from which I fincerely hope his attach- 
ment to you may preferve him. Our 
fex, my dear, is formed to fill an ampler 
fpace in the world than yours, and the 
lphere of an Englifli nobleman's adlions 
is an extenfive one. It is always fortu- 
nate for a woman, when Ihe marries a 
man whofe character can in fome degree 
be afcertained, by his having been for 
fome time under his own guidance. You 
who are formed to fulfil the retired, but 
not lefs important duties of life, can 
always be properly eftimated while under 
the paternal wing; the attentive, fub- 
miffive daughter, will make a tender* 
obliging wife ; the retired, amiable maid, 
will form the prudent, domeftick matron* 
But the manners of the man cannot be fo 
well determined by the virtues of the 
youth; particularly if his father, like 
Lord Clermont, aflbmes that method of 
behaviour, which indeed tries his patience 
and good humour, but does not eradicate 

b 5 any 
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dny wrong propenfity, or -call forth the 
latent qualities of his foul, by confidence 
and generous friendship. I muft there- 
fore upon the whole confider Mr. Cler- 
mont as a lefs eligible hufband than Mr. 
Pelham." 

Marianne entreated her father never 
to mention a name which (he never 
heard without feeling diflike, bordering 
upon averfion. She then afked her father 
if patience and good humour were the 
dnly virtues he difcovered in Mr. Cler- 
mont. 

The fretful impatience with which /he 
irtterdi&ed Mr. Dudley from mentioning 
bis friend, and the tacit reproof her 
queftion conveyed, determined the obfer- 
Vant father to fupprefs further obferva- 
tionsj arid endeavouring to give the 
converfation a lively turn, he told Mari- 
anne that patience and good humour 
Were very good connubial virtues. 

Still Marianne could not think of mar- 
riage, and wiflied that Mr. Clermont's 
fentiments coincided with her's, in pre- 
ferring 
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ferring (for at leaft fome years) the gentle 
tie of friendfliip. 

" Will you tell me, my dear," faid 
Mr. Dudley, « what the married Hate is, 
if it is not friendfhip in its mod lively, 
extenfive, and exalted fenfe ? Is it not 
an union of interefts and affections, fanc- 
tioned by an indiflbluble tie ? Does it 
not call for mutual efteem, confidence, 
forbearance, and tendernefs ? Contem- 
plate it, my dear, in the light of a con- 
nexion at firft defigned by divine wifdom, 
for the mutual advantage of two fallible 
creatures, and not as a fairy region of 
ecftafy and perfect happinefs, inhabited 
by perfect beings, whofe every wifli, fcn- 
timent, and a&ion flows in unifon. I 
would not ftiock your delicacy, Marianne; 
but I mull tell you, that the world is 
exceedingly apt to call in qucftion the 
exiftence of that Platonick affe6tion you 
feem to entertain and I will apprize 
you, that it is neceflary, either to receive 
Mr. Clermont's vifits in the acknow- 

B 6 fledged 
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lcdged charafter of your lover, or to 
requeft him to difcontinue them. 

Marianne was exceedingly difpleafed 
at the world's want of candour, fentiment, 
and refinement ; but as more expert re* 
formers than herfelf had often in vaia 
tried to correfk its prejudices, fhe did 
not feel fufficient courage to dare its 
cenfures, and to defpife its frowns* The 
compaffion infeparable from her difpo* 
fit ion, prevented .her from adopting the 
laft alternative propofed by her father ; 
as its effects would inevitably prove fatal 
to poor Clermont. But while fhe hefi- 
tated, perplexed and unrefolved, the 
lover arrived to plead his own caufe. 
His arguments, confirmed by a thoufand 
vows of eternal gratitude, unremitting 
attention, unalterable, tender, inviolable 
love, were fuccefsful : and Marianne con- 
fented to accompany him to the altar. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

The Author's predilection for declamation, 
induces her to make noufeof a fine oppor- 
tunity for introducing elegant description. 

■ 

fooner had the lady's eonfent 
been obtained, than the Clermonts, as if 
fearful that (he would retraft it, urged on 
their fuit with the additional requeft of a 
fpeedy union # My Lord, with the pettifh 
impatience common to difcontented 
people, would not believe that an event 
lb agreeable to his wifhes would take 
place, without the intervention of fome 
mortifying circumftance to abate his 
fatisfaftion. His fears of Mr. Dudley's 
oppofition being removed, by that gen- 
tleman's chearful acqjuiefcence, he adopted 
another fet of apprehenfions ; and as he 
had difcovered the perplexed ftate of the 
father's affairs, began to fear a marriage 
with the daughter might entail upon his 
fon the proteftion and fupport of two 

beggars ? 
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beggars ; and to this he calculated Ma- 
rianne's fortune was .unequal. 

A little time previous to his being 
Certainly affured of Mr. Dudley's misfor- 
tunes, his Lordfhip in converfation gave 
a hint, which at leaft proved him to be a 
man of forecaft, as it is generally termed. 
The purport of it was, that though Mrs. 
Alderfon had thought proper to diftin- 
guifh Marianne as her favourite, he 
hoped Mr. Dudley would ftill remember 
fhe was bis daughter. Mr. Dudley not 

entering into the force of this fuggeftion, 
anfwered it by declarations of the affec- 
tion he felt for fuch an amiable child ; and 
in the warmth of paternal tranfport, 
repeated many inftances of the tender 
attachment fhe had (hewn to his perlbn, 
and attention to his interefts j adding, that 
he could hardly have expe&ed fuch 
regard, confidering that he had been 
feparated from her in her early years, 
when the heart receives the mbft lively 
impreflions. The deep difcernment of 
Lord Clermont, reflecting afterwards upon 

thefe 
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thefe words, and comparing them with 
the ftate of Mr. Dudley's circumftances,, 
led him to fufpeft that they conveyed 
more of defign than of paternal tender- 
nefs ; in other words, that he intended to 
take advantage of the filial virtue he com- 
mended ; his Lordfhip therefore thought 
it right to take an opportunity of fhewing 
him, that he would find fome difficulties 
to impede his defign. 

The fteady honour which was an in- 
mate of Mr. Dudley's bread in every 
fituation, anticipated his LordChip's cold 
prudence. On recolle&ing the conver- 
fation, he perceived, that " more was 
meant than met the ear;" and to prevent 
the expectations of avarice from exceeding 
their probable gratification, he deter- 
mined, not only to inform Lord Clermont, 
that Marianne's fortune had been limited 
to Mrs. AlderfonY bounty, by exprefs 
agreement, when (he and her fifter were 
infants, but that in faft he had now 

nothing to bequeath. Determined to 
conquer falfe (hame, fince unconfcious of 

intentional 
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intentional error, he frankly dated hi» 
alarming fituationi My Lord heard hhn 
with much fangfroid, his eyes fixed on a 
beautiful landfcape of Claude's, which 
hung at the other end of the falooiu 
When Mr. Dudley had finifhed, he 
expreffed great concern, but intermixed 
his confolations with reproofs for his 
mifplaced confidence, declaring that he 
very well knew the inftability of Tonne- 
reau's credit a twelvemonth ago. He did 
not ftop to hear Mr. Dudley exculpate 
himfelf, as he attempted to do, by plead- 
ing, that they were old family friends, 
and that his long abfence from England 
gave him lefs opportunity of knowing the 
ftate of mercantile credit than others : his 
Lordfhip went on in a very compofed, 
carelefs manner, to afk how he meant to 
difpofe of himfelf,. and what were his fu- 
ture plans refpe&ing his daughter. 

<c People of our age, my Lord," faid 
Mr* Dudley, with a warmth he could not 
reftrain, <c may employ themfelves better 
than in forming diftant plans for the fup- 

port 
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port of an cxiftence they may almoft 
hourly expedt to refign. 1 felt misfortune 
at a time when I looked forward to many 
years, which hope had drefied in gay 
alluring colours : if I then fuftained my 
trials with firmnefs, much more may I 
now, when experience has taught me the 
infufficiency and inftability of temporal 
bleffings 1 and when nature reminds me 
of a fpeedy fummons from all fublunary 
profpe&s. With refpedt to Louifa, I am 
happy in feeing her pofiefs a dignity and 
compofure of mind, which will in any 
circumftances prevent her from finking 
into defpair. Both of us, ray lord, have 
independent fpirits. We can neither 
folicic nor accept the cold affiftance of 
relu&ant friendftiip. Fortunately for her,, 
her grandfather's prudence placed the 
means of procuring her the necefiaries of 
life beyond the power of my indifcretion : 
and in all my troubles, I have the confo- 
lation to refleft, that the child, whom my 
folly injured, has the ability, as well as 

the. 
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the virtue, to offer me an humble but 
fecure afylum."' 

u Your numerous friends, Mr. Dudley, 
will doubtlefs prevent you from putting 
the young lady's filial piety to an incon- 
venient trial. I fhould, for inftance, 
think my fon would be extremely happy;* 
but really there is no anfwering for young 
men; and people of quality are often 
embarraffed to fupport what the world 
expedts from them. But fuppofe we 
mention the affair to Edward." 

" By no means, my Lord. My expeft- 
ations from Mr. Clermont extend no^ 
further than to his making my Marianne 
happy. In fo doing, he will confer upon 
me a lafting obligation; and my heart is 
too proud to be eafy under the fenfe of 
multiplied favours.. Gould I have fub- 
mitted to become a penfioncr upon 

Marianne's bounty, I believe I could eafily 
have taken advantage of the melting kind- 
nefs of her temper ; and by depriving her 
ef the advantages fhe had a right to 

expeft, 
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expett, have fecured myfelf in affluence,, 
But as I have taken no diflionourable ftep 
to fecure myfelf from poverty, I truft I 
lhall not want firmnefs to endure it." 

Though Lord Clermont (pra&ifed in 
the ways of the world) was not inclined 
to place implicit confidence in declama- 
tory integrity, the ferene firmnefs which 
irradiated Mr. Dudley's countenance 
almoft induced him to lament, that a man 
, of fuch principles fhould be left the 
unafiifted prey of misfortune. To do 
juftice to his Lordfhip's benevolence, he 
really felt an inclination to ftand forth as 
an adlive friend ; a wifli which like many 
of the defires human nature is apt to 
enrertain, feemed to encreafe with the 
improbability of its completion. Upon 
the whole, he confidered this conversion 
to be very fatisfadtory : a connection with 
a ruined man was not indeed defirable,. 
but when poverty was accompanied 
with the firm fpirit of haughty independ- 
ence, it was infinitely lefs troublefome 

to its acquaintance and friends. The 

humane- 
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humane might dare to exprefs thei* 
fympathy ; and the polite venture an 
offer of fervice, without any hazard of 
having appropriate fervices annexed to 
general ex preffio ns. 

He therefore hurried on his fon's nup- 
tials with additional impatience,, and Mr. 
Clermont feconded his folicitations with 
all the ardour of young romantick love, 
Marianne found her maidenly relu&ance 
yield to the entreaties of fueh importu- 
nate fuitors. Within a month from the 
time of Mr. Dudley's return, Mr. Cler- 
mont had the tranfport of hearing his 
blulhing bride publickly confirm, with 
folemn vows, the tender aflurances (he 
had before given him of eternal love. 

The younger part of my readers will 
doubtlefs expedfc a defcription of the 
nuptial ceremony, the bride's parapher- 
nalia, and ail the gay et csetera of a wed- 
ding; which often diverts the juvenile 
mind from reflecting upon the important 
duties this grand change in female life 
prefcribes. I had propofed myfelf the 

pleafure 
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pleafure of gratifying them in this parti- 
cular ; but -when thefe affairs came to 
be difcuffed in a grand committee-meet- 
ing of our fociety, convened at Danbury, 
for the exprefs purpofe of judging whether 
every thing was properly managed ; the 
whole proceedings appeared nothing but 
a chain of improprieties, and I therefore 
think it better to omit a defcription which 
could only excite the painful duty of un- 
favourable criticifm. Why fliould I tell 
the publick that we determined that the 
riiarriage was too private $ that the bride's 
clothes were ill fancied, and fat frightfully, 
or that the jewels laboured under the 
double difadvantage of being horridly 
extravagant, and edioufty unbecoming ? 

But one circumstance as connected 
with the hiftorical part of my prefent 
labours I muft not omit. It was the ex- 
treme plainnefs of the drefs, in which 
Mifs Dudley accompanied her fifter to 
the altar. Such meannefs was fo little 
confident with the other circumftances 
of her chara&er, that we found no diffi- 
culty 
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culcy in attributing it to the moft malig- 
nant envy. The fagacity of this obfer- 
vation was confirmed by hearing, that 
inftcad of aflifting at the ceremonial vifit- 
ings, Louifa and her father fet out for 
their eftate in Lancalhire a few days after 
the nuptial ceremony^ Such a want of 
attention to even common decorum, ex- 
cited all our philanthropy, and in pro- 
portion as we hated the partial father 
and his darling daughter, we wilhed all 
imaginable happinefs to the poor young 
people, thus left to themfclves without 
any prudent friend to diredt them in 
family management. Unfolicited, and 
prompted only by our natural generofity, 
we refolved to take upon ourfelves the 
kind office of general inquifitors into the 
condudl of Mrs. Clermont's family, and 
we accordingly affuaaed the felf inverted 
chara&er. 



- 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
'The nuptial prejent of a Father, 

Amongst the arrangements pre- 

paratory to Mrs. Clermont's nuptials, it 
was determined that Mr. Dudley (hould 
immediately refign Stannadine to the 
young couple, for their refidence; and 
Marianne acceded the more readily to 
her father's propofal, becaufe fhe had 
lately heard him exprefs an intention of 
accompanying Louifa to her Lancafliire 
eftate that autumn. It muft be obferved, 
that the train of thought in tthich thfe 
fair enthufiaft had hitherto indulged, did 
not fupply the moft accurate ideas re- 
fpe&ing real life. Though educated to 
enjoy all the elegant comforts of <s*Huence, 
fee did not know that competence was 
a bleffing; and (he would perhaps have 
declaimed agatnft the narrow, illiberal 
mind that dared to reckon it amongft 
the prime ingredients in the cup of 

human 
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human happincfs. She had too great 
a foul to enquire what the value and 
extent of her filler's cftate was ; Ihe had 
heard there was a cottage upon it, and 
that name fuggefted every thing that 
was paftoril and charming. Nothing 
but the fociety of her adored Clermont 
could have prevented her from envying 
the elegant retirement her father and 
filler were going to enjoy. At parting, 
Ihe repeated her injunftions to Louifa, 
not to be fo captivated with rural beauty, 
as to forget her promife of fpending 
Chriftmas at Stannadine, and in the 
interim (he was to be a pun&ual and 
diffufe correfpondent. The charming 
fcenes of artlefs nature could not fail to 
afford ample materials to a fkilful hand; 
the tender attachments of the nymphs 
and fwains would throw living figures 
into the landfcape ; and who knows but 
feme new Palemon might prefent himfelf, 
with tafte to feledt, and virtue to reward 
the new Lavinia. 

Louifa, 
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Louifaj with a penfivc fmile, wiflicd 
her filler a long continuance of her prefent 
happinefs, while the darting tear feemed 
to indicate that flie formed no very high 
idea of the rural felicity (he herfelf was 
going to enjoy. 

While Mr. Dudley, the evening pre- 
vious to his departure, repeated the bleff- 
ing he firft pronounced on configning 
his child to the prote&ion of a hufband ; 
prudence fuggefted & few falutary pre- 
cepts. " May I always, my dear Mari- 
anne, fee in your countenance this delight- 
ful appearance of heartfelt fatisfaftion! 
But in order to preferve it, let me conjure 
you to banilh from your heart that ex- 
treme fenfibility you have hitherto che- 
rifhed." 

" My dear Sir," cried the aftonifhed 
bride, iC you advife me to difmifs the 
very faculty by which I know how to 
appreciate my prefent happineiS. I owe 
to it the exquifite fenfe I have of Mr. 
Clermont's unremitting tender nefs. To 
this lively fentiment I afcribe the ineffable 

vol. 11. c delight 
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delight his prefence excites, and the 

refined traofport which I feel at all his 

- 

bbfervant afliduous attentions. My dear 
father, do not think I can furrender a 
quality, which has taken the deepeft root 
in my foul." 

4€ I perceive," faid Mr, Dudley, c< that 
you are not yet a convert to my do&rines, 
that the lover and the huKband are dif- 
ferent charadlers i yet; as my opinion is 
warranted by long obfervation, you will I 
am certain be convinced at laft : I hope 
not painfully. Much of your future 
happinefs, Marianne, depends upon your- 
felf; do not at leaft err t;hrpugh principle. 
Many, duties are interwoven with the 
facred chara&er which Mr. Clermont has 
lately affumed: he is no, longer the ena- 
mqurjed youth, whom nothing unconnect- 
ed with his fair Ido) ; jqin v int$i«ftc; he is 
becoijcie the country gpntlem/i^, the neigh- 
bour,^the landlord,, the mafter of ^/anqily. 
With thefe obligations, though , highly 
pleating to an intelligent mind, many 
irkfome duties are neceflarily involved j 

and 
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and when his temper is ruffled by any 
exterior perplexity, thofc afliduous, ob- 
fervant attentions which you fay are the 
fource of your rfefined tranfports, muft 
appear to him as a difagreeable reftraint. 
There is no part of the female character 
dearer to us men, than the idea that you 
are the foothers of our inquietudes, the 
folacer* of our forrow, the fympathi2ing 
friends to whom we may at all times 're- 
tire for comfort, in every diftrefs. The 
enthufiafm of youth often mingles with 
the addreffes of the lover, an overftrained 
fubmiflion which places your fex in am 
exalted, but let me add in a falfe pain* 
of view. The hufband, when he reflets, 
coolly upon every circumftapce, ,/wjlk 
if he judges right, confider it better to 
prtrferye the heart he has gained, by, dif-j 
playing the manly qualities of fenfe^phj* 
lantfrropy, integrity, and fortitude, than 
by the Jover-like arts which his juyenik; 
affe&ion urged him to adopt; and the 
difefe^t wife will haften to elevate her 
own charadfcer, by adding to the delicate 

c 2 tender- 
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tendernefs of the bride, the dignified 

~ virtues of the matron 

fC Exert the powers of your under- 
Handing, my dear child," continued he, 
tenderly prefling her hand. " Even 
during the firft fond period of wedded 
love, ftrengthen the bonds by which you 
hold Mr. Clermont's heart, by difplaying 
thofe mental excellencies which , will be 
ever new, and valuable when vour perfon, 

* your converfation, and your, many fine 
accompli foments, (hall have loft the glofs 
of novelty. Providence, by placing you 
in an affluent fituation, has impofed upon 
you a thoufand motives for exercifing 
a benevolent heart ; and by making you 
as it were a mark of diftindion, enjoins 
that nice propriety of conduct, by which 
if we cannot efcape cenfure and forrow* 
we are at leaft fecure from the felf- 
reproach of having deferved it. You 
are commanded to prepare yourfelf for 
a fpiritual world, not to languifh out life 
in luxurious foftnefs. You may, like 
yonder glorious Orb now finking in the 

Weft, 



Digitized by Google 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 45 

Weft, fpread comfort and delight 'all 
around you, and become a noble (pe&acle 
both to men and angels. And will ^ou 
give up all thefe privileges, to place y6ur 
whole of happinefs in the unremitting 
tendernefs of a fincere, amiable, well- 
intentioned, but undoubtedly of a fallible 
being? No, my child, fummon your 
refolution, and ere he changes the mode 
of behaviour his fondnefs has impofed, 
do you imperceptibly releafe him from 
the reftraint. With pain I have heard 
you both declare, that you wifli to (hut 
out all the reft of the world, and to live 
only to yourfelves. I muft tell you that 
if this opinion was circulated, you would 
fubjedt yourfelves to much opprobrium, 
not to fay difagreeable ridicule : but I will 
predift that your opinions will be changed 
before you are three months older," 

Mrs, Clermont here interrupted her 
father. " You have formed your judg- 
ment, Sir, upon common attachments, 
and common marriages, and feem inclined 
to think that there are no exceptions from 
a general rule/' 

c 3 " I have 
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" I have formed my judgment/' re- 
fumed Mr. Dudley, " upon my thorough 
knowledge of your character, ^nd alj 
I have feen of Mr, Clermont's; but I 
perceive my lefture wearies rnftead of 
convincing you. I will therefore conclude 
with two requefts. I would with to give 
them the efficacy of command^. In the 
firfl; place, do not appear to avoid mixing 
ki the fociety of your neighbours, and 
endeavour to engage Mr. Clermont in 
amufements, which will occafion frequent 
little abfences. He will return to you 
with additional fatisfadtion, and your 
relifti of each other's fociety will be im- 
proved, by the occafional interruptions 
company will give. My fecond requeft 
is, that you will ftudy your hufband's 
temper and chara&er, with the deepeft 
attention; in order that you may difcover 
>he peculiar tendency of thofe errors 
and prejudices, from which the beft of 
Us are not free, that by familiarizing 

them to your mind, they may fteal upon 
you in the diminilhed form of little im* 

perfe&ions. 
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perfections. If you neglect to do this, 
you may perhaps firft perceive them, at 
a moment when paflion has encreafed 
them beyond their ufual magnitude and 
your, ^larnied imagination may ftill further 
extend, them, till they eclipfe their neigh- 
bouring virtues. Befides, a wife's dif- 
cretipn; may often guard,, her hufband 
from -an eijrpr, by knowing the ' peculiar 
temp^ion, to which he is moft liable. 
I ^fve pqw done, and ^this, my child, is 
the only legacy I can bequeath you/* 

Reflefljons of the moft poignant nature 
agitated fylr. Dudley, as he fpoke the 
laft words ; t . Mrs. Clermont with" difin- 
terefted affe&ion thanked him for the 
valuable gift, and after alluring him it 
was all flie wjfhed for, Ihe intrcatcd him 
to confider Louifa as his only child in the 
difpofal of hisfwtune. She then obliged 
him to repeat his promife of vifiting 
Stpqqadine at!Chnftmas. •« You will then, 
my dear father/' faid flie, « fee how I 
am improved by your precepts, and how 
far I am a convert to your opinion." 

c 4 
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» 

CHAP. XXIV. 

> 

An attempt at local dejcription. The Author 
fees fome thing like an enchanted cafile, in 
which Jbe immures a fair Arcadian. 

- : «- ... ■ _ 

The afylum which filial piety 
prepared for Mr; Dudley, wste little calcu- 
lated to banHh from his memory the 
glowing fertility of the tropical iflaridsi 
or the convenient elegance, with which 
well-regulated art had embelliflhed Stan- 
nadine. The moll enthufiaftick imagi- 
nation ; could hardly afibciate paftoral 
ideas with the negle&ed wildnefs 6f Sea- 
tondell, could fuppofe it peopled by 
Naids and Dryads, or fancy that Pan 
ever awoke its echoes with his tabor and 
pipe, while Cynthia and her maids of 
honour danced cotillions. 

Little did Mr. Alderfon think when he 
bequeathed this eftate to his grand- daugh- 
ter, as a fupply for pin-money, that it would 
foon become her only permanent pof- 

feflion. 
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feffion. Much more improbable would 
it have appeared to his widow, could fhe 
have forefeen, when on her death- bed fhe 
requefted that her old dairy-maid, Mary 
Arby, might be permitted to end her days 
in the farm-houfe, which fhe'had for many 
years inhabited 3 that fhe was providing a 
companion for the intelligent, accom- 
plifhed Louifa. But the viciflitudes of 
fortune have often afforded copious 
themes for declamatory aftonifhment. 

Though Mrs. Arby had anfwered Mift 
Dudley's intimatioh of her defign of 
coming to refide upon the farm, with an 
affurance, that (he fhould be proud t«i 
entertain young madam ; fhe certainly 
did not feel any real fatisfadtion in the 
idea, that fhe was to be interrupted in the 
poffeffion of a place, over which (he had 
long reigned with paramount authority. 
Few young womeh, accuftdmed to the 
elegance of refined life, woufd have been 
inclined to difturb her. The Htflife was 
built at a period when the fubftantial afid 
gloomy ftyle of architecture was pre. 

c 5 . ferred 
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fcrrfd to the , convenient and cheerful 
plan, Before ths front was placed a little; 
fij^e garden,; fqrrounded by a cut 
hedge, and fabdivided at right angles, by 
an or i>amf?nte4 ^ fence of yew. Behind the 
hbufe was an priphard, terminated by a 
i?okery, ( } ^ appeared at 

leaft xonte/nporary anfiqyes with the, 
dwelling they belonged to. On the left 
hand lay the farm-yard and oqt-hpufes * 
and on the right thp decayed village of 
§eatondell, many of; whofe inhabitants, 
allured by thefuperior comforts , which a 
large manufacturing town in the neigh- 
bourhood afforded* had deferted their 
parental abodes. There now remained 
only a few opulent farmers* their labour- 
ers^ and the curate of the parilh> 
fhe latter of whom, after enjoying 
the mental luxury < of literary con- 
vention, in college fociety, during the 
early part of his life, had been . confined 
for many years, to the dry difcuffions of 
haughty, illiberal ignorance i and the 
• , i painful 
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painful fiefleftions of difappointcd hope* 
A ; pitia^e, but not uncommon filiation I 
TheUrrival of the Dudleys in a poft- 
chaife, was fuch a novelty, that every 
inhabitant of Seatondell ran out of doors 
to gaze fat the ftrangers. Mrs. Arby, ; 
trembling alike Wish infirmity and appre- 
herifion^bhbarrcd the mafly porch dtooiy 
and led/ them into an antique done halk 
Anxious properly to perform the honours 
of the houfe, ftie attempted to place Mr* 
Dudley, irt the wicker arm chair, but 
unhappily in* the hurry of politenefs flung 
down a, large flower-pot that decorated 
th* open chimney, upon Louifa's clothes. 
That amiable girl, pofleflcd of the true 
benevolence Which can exert itfelf ia 
trifling affairs, as well as upon important 
occafions, diverted the good woman 3 *, 
concern for the accident, by kind enqui- 
ries after her health, and recollections of 
the early kiodneffes flie had received from, 
her; wherv fhe vttked at her grand- 
mamma's in her childhoods By men- 
tioning fome articles of rural cookery a iiit 

c 6 wiica 
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which Mrs. Afby ufed to excel, yhe in a 
great degree re-afibred her trembling 
diffidence, and fent her /■ 

« With difpatchful looks in haftej 
" As one on hofpitable thoughts (intent," 

• k 
,- . . 4 • 

to make trial of her (kill, 

Mifs Dudley now addrefled h?v father, 
who funk in the arm chair with V is head 
jefting upon his hand, his liftlefs; 1 ; unob- 
servant eyes fixed on the immeifle ftonc 
window-frames, which feemed \ rather to 
exclude than to admit the day. The 
deepening fhades of evening added to the 
gloomy appearance, and encreafed the 
deje&ion of his too confeious heart. " My 
dear fir," faid Louifa, " I find this place 
infinitely preferable, to what I expe&ed: 
9 . little paint and paper will enliven the 
houfe exceedingly, and when the yew 
ornaments are removed, I (hall be de- 
lighted with gratifying my taAe for 
flowers in that neat little garden* We (hall 
find both , health and amufement ill 

our farm in fummer, and in 

winter 
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♦ 

winter books and mufick will afford a 
'never-failing relburee from chagrin. 
My dear father, do refume your wonted 
cheerfulnefs 5 you have often taught me 

- 

reGgnation, let not the preceptor need 
inftrudtidn from the pupil/ 1 
- Mr. Dudley, after gazing upon his 
daughter for a>few moments with a look 
of delighted affe&ion, excufed his want 
of fpirits as arifing from the fatigufc 
he felt from tildriong journey^ Loutik 
hoped the depreffionf which fhe alfb felt 
might be afcribablfe to the feme caufej— 

* 

they fepstfaitcd at an early hour. 1 

Awakened by the chmour of the 
domeftick poultry, Mifs Dudtey rofe 
with the fun, and openfed the cafement of 
her chamber window, to take a View of 
the adjacent cdurifry. He^ apartment 
fronted the orchard, a thick autumnal 
mift hung upori the horizon, but had the 
mowiing been more fsivOurtble, the trees 
worid have effe&tialty -impeded n hdr 
defign ; for they were crtiwcfcd together 
with a profafioft whidh entirely b!$ni£tecf 

the 
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.the fight of any other objed. y She fat 
down, liftening to phejpurmur of a diftanff 
rivulet, which by a natural affociation of 4 
^ideas, recalled to her memory a beautiful 

■ 

cafcade as Stannadinej near which ihe 
firft beheld Mr* Pelhagn, when introduced 
by her father; in the charter of , M^ri- 
anne's lover. Thejsare momenu in 
which the . firmed fpirits yield to the 
prefiure : of calamity; and while Mils 
Dudley recollected, the happy hours fhe 
Jiad pafled ir» the fociety of that amiable 
mani a-^ear of involuntary regrer, and * 
fpontaneous figh, expreffed how much 
Ihe felt the contrail of her prefent 
fituation. 

She was, roufed ,frQm this reverie by 
the found of Yooifteps tmder i*er r window, 
and looking put perceived her father* Mr. 
Dudley, after paffingia reftlcfe night, had 
kfc his apartment^ wit^ the hope of 
diverting the reflffftj^ hfi kpfw not hqty 
to endure*. His amiable daughter irpmc- 
diately banilhed from her thought^ thje 
MMjulgence pf her own p^ulmr ^rrow* 

and 
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and lifting her beautiful eyes to heaven* 
with meek folicitude implored the bene-, 
ficent Author of Creation to aiTift her 
endeavours to reftore tranquillity and felf- 
fatisfa&ion to one of the worthieft of 
human; hearts. ; ; : : V> 

To give efficacy to her prayers, and to 
confirm her exalted principles by calling 
them into a&ion, (he immediately joined 
her father, and with the winning ftoect- 
nefs of , which fhe was abfotute miftrefsj 
imperceptibly detached his thoughtl from 
brooding upon irremediable misfortunes 
She perfuaded him to walk round her 
little demefne, and, with unfeigned tranf* 
porr, t at length fucceeded in reviving in 
his mind that paffion for agricultural 
improvement to which he was naturally 
inclined. £ party of labourers were fooii 
fet to work, to prepare the ground for 
plantations, which were to be fo difpofed, 
that ornament might unite with Utility. 
Others were employed in clearing ibmg 
WafteJanc}, which coukl ufefully be cow 

Yerted into arable. A third fet were 

occupied 



5 6 A GOSSIP»S STORY. 

occupied in cleaning a large fifh-pond, 
which through rieglcdt had been nearly 
filled with earth, by which effort of 
induftry Mr. Dudley propofed the double 
advantage of draining a morafs and fur* 
nifhing his table with an agreeable luxury. 
The orchard and garden underwent a 
complete metamorphofis, about two thirds 
of the trees in the former were felled, 
and thus the chearful rays of the fun were 
permitted to break 'in upon the green 
mouldering walls of the old manfion. 
The dipt hedge was in part removed, 
and a neat green paling fubftkuted in its 
place, and the ornamental yew pillars 
were completely annihilated, to make 
room for a plantation of odoriferous 
flirubs. Thefe alterations involved the 
Dudleys in fome ! ferious difputes with 
Mrs, Arby, who feeling all the local 
attachments age is apt to indulge, con- 
fidered everyobj4& with which (he had 
long been familiar, 1 with a > fort ttf (acred 
regard- Even* the glbofti arid -damp 

which had hung for mahy years upon her 

refidence, 
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refidencc, feemed in her eyes a perfection, 
the lofs of which nothingffiw could fupply. 

Doubtlefs all the antiquated Dryads 
of Seatondell, if any fiK?h there were, 
joined with Mrs. Arby in her regret, but 
amidft the general devaluation, a large 
White Rofe, which entirely overfhadowed 
the dairy- window, was prefer ved with 
mod religious care. ' A tender fentiment 
was united to the uncommon beauty and 
fertility of the plant, to preferve it from 
deftrudtion, for it had been fet by Mrs* 
Dudley in her childhood. Her affec- 
tionate and grateful daughter, while (he 
cleared it of its decaying branches, and 
with pious affiduity decorated the fod 
from whence it grew with 

" The rathe Primrofe that forfaken dies, 
*« The glowing Violet, 

" With Cowflips wan, that hang the perifive head, 
" And ev'ry flower that fad embroidery wears 

Milton's Lyciitas. 

. . * / 

indulged the pleafing melancholy which 
a departed friend imprefles upon the 
memory, when time has foftened the 

agonies 
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agonies of grief into mild regret and 
pious refignation. The approach of 
winter had already . begun to (trip the 
branches of the Rofe-bufh of tjieir verdant 
honours; and Mifs Dudley's thoughts 
were naturally led from the ravages of 
the feafon. to recollett the more terrible 
devaftations of death. Her melancholy 
mufe expreffe^ this idea in the following 
jelegiack fonnet : /, . • , 

TO A / 

ROSE BUSH, , 

PLANTED BY A DECEASED FRIEND* | 

Rob'd id the mantle of luxuriant fpring, 
. ; To thee the; village-nymphs tor chaplets fuc> 
O'er thee # the Bee extends his filmy wing, 

Inhales thyfweets, and drinks thy ne&ar'd dew: 
From his high throne the flaming lord of day 
Pours on thy burfting germs his fervid powVi 
t T/Phile zephyr* pleasM amongft thy leaves ta ptyf 
, Calls thy foft fragrance on each meaner flpwfr l 
. Thy foliage (hall again falute the feies, 

Thou (halt not languiih long in winter^ gloom; 
• B&t Ufotefs ftill thy honoured planter lies, 

The beams of Cummer cannot pierce the tomb t 
Man, lord of all, beneath the reign of time,. 
Awaits perfcftion in a nobler clime; 
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> 

CHAP. XXV. 

Proving, that the creative power of the 
imagination may be employed in producing 

plea/ure, as well as pain. 

• » < 

The fuperior excellence with which 
Mifs Dudley adorned retirement, was not 
wholly confined to the duties of a 
daughter* her heart glowed with the 
pureft flame of benevolence, nor could 
difappointment obfeure, nor diftrefs ab- 
forb the facred radiance. The inhabit r 
ants of Seatondell certainly preferred 
no very alluring qualities to a polifhed 
mind ; but my heroine confidering theip 
in the light of fellow-creatures, difcoyere<l * 
in the common nature fhc fhared with 
them, an unalienable claim upon her tp 
difcharge all the focial and charitable 
offices, which dependent and accountably 
man from f€ brother man requires." Shf 
was not retrained by obferving that 
prejudice, malevolence, and calumnf 

prevailed 
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prevailed even in this obfeure retreat. 
She confidered thefe hateful paffions as 
the natural ch'ara&erifticks of an ignorant 
mind and an unbridled temper, and (he 
even conceived it poflible to countered 
their baleful effe&s, by exhibiting the 
contrary virtues in the moft amiable point 
of view. This hope was too romantick 
to be the chief motive which regulated 
her conduit, for ihe principally looked 
forward to the approbation of her own 
confidence, whofe filent voice can heft 
appreciate the effefts of external circum- 
ftances. 

By the moft engaging affability of 
look and manner, Louifa conquered the 
diflike her wealthy neighbours had con- 
ceived againft her, and induced them to 
vifit the " fine lady," who was at firft 
equally the objedt* of their ridicule and 
'abhorrence. My poor heroine foon per- 
ceived, that it would be a vain attempt, 
to difcufs any of the topicks of conver- 
fation of which ihe was miftrefs, and 
prudently affuming the learner, permitted 

her 
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her vifitants to lead the difcourfe, and 
endeavoured to improve herfelf in the 
knowledge of local politicks, and rural 
ceconomy. The matrons were all charmed 
by this modeft humility ; and the fair 
ruftick belles perceiving nothing intimi- 
dating or haughty in her manner, endea- 
voured to acquire fome hints refpe&ing 
drefs and behaviour, from the graceful 
ftranger; and almoft forgot their firft 
idea, that fhe was come on purpofe to 

ridicule and eclipfe them. 

Though Mifs Dudley, inftead of fuc- 
ceeding in her well-meaning defign, of 
healing the village animofuies, was forced 
to liften to many a dull detail of wrongs 
and infults ; yet (he derived confiderable 
advantages from the occafional facrifice 
of an afternoon. She more clearly knew 
the value of candour and placability, by 
perceiving how neceffary they were to 
tranquillity and felf-fatisfattion.- From 
a tedious uninterefting converfation fhe 
returned with double avidity to her fa- 
vourite amufements ; her books, her 

needle, 
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needle, her mufick, her garden, the 
fociety of her beloved father, and thofe 
a&ivc exertions of charity from which 
her limited purfe could not wholly reftrain 
her. Accuftomed to ceconomick atten- 
tions, (he knew how to hufband her 
bounty, and by adding to it her perfonal 
fervices, to render a trifle valuable. She 
vifited the fick, confoled the afHi6led, 
inftrudted the ignorant, and reproved 
the idle. She founded a trillage-fchool, 
infpedted its management, and diftributed 
its rewards. She was not difcouraged by 
the murmurs of caprice, miftake, or 
ingratitude, though they often interrupted 
her benevolent plans; for while her 
heart bore teftimony to tfte: re&irude'bf 
her intentions, it taught her to look for 

her reward in an approbation tranfeind- 
^ntly fuperion to the changeful plaudits 
of variable , man. . 

No part of her cbnduft appeared more 
deferving of imitation than her behaviour 
to Mr. Walden, the unfortunate Clergy- 
man whom I before mentioned. He had 

long 
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long been expofed to the fupercilious 
negled of oftentatious wealth, or the 
rude infults of conceited ignorance, 
Deprefled by poverty, perplexed , by the • 
care of providing for a numerous family, 
and haraffed by the unpleafant temper of 
his wife j his mind funk under the preflure 
of thefc accumulated evils, which his edu- 
cation had taught him to feel; and though 
he continued faithfully to difcharge his 
minifterial duties, he performed them 
with the mortified air of a felf-denying 
anchorite, inftead of the cheerful fatis- 
fa&ion of the Chriftian paftor. 

The Dudleys at their firft arrival at 
Seatohdell, conceived for hifn all the 
refped his chara&er and facred fundioii 
deferved, and treated him with the molt 
marked civility* Flattered by an attention 
to which he had been fi> little ufed, he 
endeavoured to revive his dejeded fpirits, 
and to recoiled thofe agreeable talents 
which had lain buried in oblivion. His 
attachment to thofe who had recalled him 
to the fenfe of pleafure was extreme, and 

ii his 

4 
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his eager enjoyment of the long den* 
luxury of literary converfation led him 
frequently to their houfe; where, felicitous 
to exhibit his mental acquirements, he 
anxioufly fought td engage Mr, Dudley 
or his daughter upon fome ingenious 
topick of difcourfe. They were too can- 
did to call this conduft by the harfli 
terms of intrufion, or pedantry. Louifa 
felt happy at being able to give him a 
moment's relpite from chagrin. Far from 
indulging a jeft at the expence of his 
quaint rufticity, or fcholaftick expreflions; 
they excufed his failings, pitied his mif- 
fortunes, and efteemed his virtues. 

■ » 

Nor was Mrs. A rby exempt from the 
mild influence of Louifa's excellencies. 
Happily blending the miftrefs with the 
friend, and kindly allowing for the petu- 
lance and prejudice of age, (he foon 
taught the old woman to confider the 
once dreaded arrival of tier young lady 
as the jgreateft blefling fhe had known j 
and to join in the general applaufe, which 
in fpite of a few malevolent defrayers 

was 



0 



Digitized by Goc 



A GOSSIP'S STORY. 65 

was beftowed upon fuch exemplary con- 
du<5L 

Thus increafing the happinefs of all 
around her, was it pofiible for Mifs Dud- 
ley to be wretched ? Could a liberal, 
reflecting mind avoid partaking of the 
felicity it imparted $ or at leaft, enjoying 
the pure fatisfaftion arifing from the con- 
fcioufnefs of having adled right ? Yet 
fometimes, when alone, a tear would 
fteal down her cheek. It was not called 
forth by recolledling the fplendid eftablifh- 
ment Sir William Milton had once offered, 
for that (he had refigned without the leaft 
relu&ance 5 but alas ! Mr. Pelham wis 
not quite forgotten, and his agreeable 
charafter appeared to greater advantage, 
when contrafted with the fociety in which, 
fhe now fuppofed herfclf deftined to fpend 
her future life. Filial piety, fortitude, 
and female delicacy united to reftrain. 
the unavailing regret, and (he never met 
her father but with a fmile indicative of 
the moft heartfelt fatisfadtion. 

vol. 11. d Mr. 
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Mr. Dudley was almoft perfuaded that 
the ruin of his daughter's fortune had 
not materially aflfe&ed her happinefs, and 
the thought was a cordial to his depreffed 
fpirits. He looked forward indeed to 
Chriftmas with anxiety, becaufe he intend- 
ed, while Louifa was with her fifter, to take 
a journey to London, and endeavour to col- 
led the fcattered remains of his fortune. 
In the mean time the hours did not pal's un- 
comfortably away. The unufual mildnefs 
and ferenity of the weather proved favour- 
able to their rural occupations. The morn- 
ings were generally fprnt in the field, and 
the evenings enlivened by the perufal of 
fome approved author. Our immortal 
Shakfpeare held a diftinguilhed place 
amongft them, and it is probable it was his 
animated defcription of a winter, fimilarly 
beautiful, which fuggefted to Mils Dudley 
the following addrefs to the one Ihe fpent 
at SeatondeU. 

SONNET 
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SONNET TO WINTER. 

Be crown 'd with flow'rs, gay winter. From thy wing 
Shake the round-moulded hail and flaky fnow, 
Bid from Aquarius* urn foft ftreamlets flow, 

And Pifces wanton in the warmth of fpring : 

Say to the Ihiv'ring Twins, no longer bring 
Your tulips copy'd from th* aerial bow, 
Or paint the Rofeat bud. Let tempefts blow, 

And o'er the won'dring world my mantle fling : 
For ftill with Oberon Titania jars, 
And ftill the fullen Queen indignant flies, 

While Elfin fquadrons who before thefe wars 
Led the fucceffive feafons down the fkies, 

Their charge deferring, fupplicate the ftars 
To heal the ills that from contention rife. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

The dawn of Connubial Felicity, with a word 
or two on the pleqfure of tormenting* 

My two preceding chapters were 
peculiarly adapted for thofe who feel the 
inconveniencies apifing from deprefied 
circumftances, a difagreeable fituation, or 
an unpleafant neighbourhood. It feemed 
a humane office to point out to them in- 

* 
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■ 

dependent amufements, and comforts ab- 
solutely beyond the power of fortune. I 
now addrefs to the favourites of the fickle 
Goddefs a few intimations, that they ihould 
receive her bounty with gratitude, and 
life it with moderation ; frequently com- 
paring their fixation with that of their 

neighbours, in order to induce them to 
meet with fortitude the little evils from 
which even the happieft human beings 
cannot be exempt, With fortitude, did 
I fay? I want a term implying the moft 
cheerful acquiefcence ; for confidering the 
calamities to which our nature is fubjeft, 
the trivial vexations of life are beneath 

* 

our regard. 

It may be remembered, that Mrs. Cler- 
mont was left in the full pofleffion of all 
the bleffings the moft flattering imagina- 
tion can conceive. No fooner had her 
father and fitter left Stannadine, than the 
happy pair agreed to devote one fortnight 
to the uninterrupted pleafure of each other's 
fociety. The congratulatory cards were 
therefore anfwered> with a hint that they 

did 
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did not at prefent receive company, and 
an invitation to go and fpend a week at 
the Park was refpt&fully deferred. 

For the honour of wedded love it Ihall 
be mentioned, that they perfevered in this 
refolution, though candour compels me to 
acknowledge, that before the expiration of 
that time, the hours moved upon leaden 
pinions. As every adventinous aid to 
converiation was rejected by mutual agree- 
ment, the invincible power and eternal du- 
rability of Love, though illuftrated by their 
own example, feemed after frequent re- 
petition but a vapid topick. Mr. Clermont 
with forne degree of pieafure recolleaed 
the amufement his pencil afforded, and his 
fair bride was more than once tempted to 
look over her nuptial ornaments, and to 
appropriate her feveral dreffes to different 
occafions of grand difplay. 

Meanwhile Lady Clermont, who had 
reluRantly left a very " high-lived party" 
at Brighthelmftone to be prefent at her 
fon's nuptial, was dreadfully chagrined to 
be detained with her Lord for a longer 

p 3 period 
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period than (he at firft propofed, and Gncc 
decorum would not permit her to leave the 
country till the intended vific was over, 
(he determined that her new daughter 
fhould deeply feel the mortification of 
which (he had been the caufe. It was not 
difficult for her Ladyfhip to endeavour to 
perfuade herfelf to diflike a young woman, 
poflefled of beauty, fvveetnefs, and ele- 
gance ; it was a chara&er to which fhe 
could form no prettnfion, and naturally 
hated, becaufc ic eclipicd her own. She 
received the, bride with the hauteur of 

■ 

affe&ed fuperiority ; her plebeian rank was 
confidered by the high-born Lady Cler- 
mont as an indelible difgrace; and her 
ignorance of the faftidious niceties of 
etiquette which the great world requires, 
afforded an inexhauftible fund of raillery, 
for one who had long confidered fuch 
knowledge to be the compendium of va- 
luable fcience. 

Mrs. Clermont had been accuftomed 
from her earlieft infancy to unremitting 
tendernek, and Ihe was by nature peculiarly 

fufceptible 
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fufceptibleof unkind treatments it therefore 
cannot be wonderful that the diflike be- 
tween the mother and daughter was re- 
ciprocal. But her Ladylhip's temper was 
too violent to permit her to confine her's 
to her own bofom. She nurfed the de- 

teftabledefign of rendering her lefs amiable 
in the eyes of her impaffioned huiband; 
and unreftrained by the ftrong impatience 
vifible in his countenance, whenever the; 
idol of his foul was fpoken of in terms 
(bore of admiration, ihe continued to 
point the moft mortifying farcafms againft 
romantick attachments and firft impref- 
fions, mixing her obfervations with thofe 
faint commendacions of Marianne's beauty 
and fimplicity, which might almoft be 
termed implied cenfures. 

Mr. Clermont's behaviour to hisjnother 
had always been diftinguifhed by refpe&ful 
attention, in part arifing from gratitude for 
the marked preference fhe had ihewn to 
him, and in part from pity atwitnefling the 
unkind negleft (he experienced from his 
father, and which had greatly contributed 

d 4 * to 
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to four a temper naturally unamiable. 
But his deference as a fon was now put 
to a fevere trial, and could fcarcely refill 
the ftronger feelings of offended love. 

One day, after having been particu- 
larly piqued by his mother's invidious 
ohfervations, he haftily retired to his 
wife's apartments, to lofe the painful 
recolle&ion in her engaging fweetnefs. 
He found* her in tears. The tears of 
beauty are interefting; its diftrefles infpire 
the heart with the warmeft refentment; 
and Mr. Clermont had infinitely more of 
the knight-errant in his charafter than 
generally falls to the Jot of a hufband. 
He conjured her to difclofe the caufe* 
his tender folicitude, while it gave her 
heart the livelieft pleafure, confiderably 
increafed her tears ; for Mrs. Clermont 
had not yet adopted her father's advice, 
of afpiring to that more exalted part of 
our fex's character, which teaches us to 
lhare in the forrows of our hufbands 
with magnanimity, and to teach them 
fortitude by our unobtrufive patience. 

She ' 

< 
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She was the cc feeble vine/' always cling- 
ing for lupport to " her wedded elm/* 

Sobbing with diftrefs, which feemed 
rather to proceed from weaknefs than 
from any real afflidlion, (he at length 
anfwered his importunities, by confeffirig 
that her tears proceeded from Lady Cler- 
mont's unkind behaviour. But when flie 
found that fhe had excited a tempeft 
which all her fkill could not allay, Ihe 
deeply regretted the imprudent difcovery* 
Mr. Clermont bur!t from her in a rage, 
and haftened to his mother. A moft 
violent altercation enfued between them, 
in which they mutually feemed to forget 
What was due to the facred ties of blood. 
Lord Clermont's authority, and the gentle 
mediation of his daughter, produced an 
apparent reconciliation \ but the feeds of 
difguft Were deeply fown, and in their 
final effeft were ruinous to Mr, Clermont's 
]peaCe. 

During the remainder of the vifit, 
her Ladyfhip behaved to the bride with 
ceremonious coolnefs and aftc&ed refpedt. 

05 This 
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This behaviour, though lefs reprehenfible 
than the former, was equally painful to a 
candid ingenuous mind. Marianne deeply 
refle&ed upon the preceding events, and 
though there was nothing in her hufband's 
behaviour which could be conftrued into 
an implied cenfure upon her conduft; 
her confcious heart told her it had not 
been worthy his efteem. She had been 
apprized of Lady Clermont's bad temper, 
and the little influence fhe poflefled in 
her family was publickly known. It was 
abfurd to expedt to be exempt from the 
general influence of conftitutional ill- 1 
humour, and cruel to degrade and expofe ] 
an unhappy woman, who already laboured 
under the fevere afflidlion of a hufband's 
contempt. 

On difcovering her paft indifcretion, 
Mrs. Clermont fell into an error not 
uncommon to a generous fufceptible 
heart. Prompted by a keen fenfe of her 
fault, flie determined to apply to Lady 
Clermont for forgivenefs* and had the 
application, been made with prudence,, or 

had 
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had the perfon to whom it was addreffed* 
pofTefled but half the generofity of her- 
felf, the moft happy effe&s might have 
been produced. But in the letter (he 
wrote, (for fhe had not courage to name 
her offence in converfation,) (he propor- 
tioned her conceflions rather to the acute - 
nefs of her own feelings, than to the 
enormity of the fault, which was in reality 
nothing more than an irritable fenfe of 
undefcrved provocations. This letter 
afforded the malevolent Lady Clermont 
the liveliefl fatisfaftion. It convinced 
_ her of her power to diftrefs a placable 
fufceptible mind, and fhe preferved it 
with care, to be produced as an uncon- 
trovertible evidence againft her daughter, 
on any future occafion. Her reply was 
dictated by great apparent kindnefs and 
oftentatious urbanity. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

A fete champ etre. ExceJ/ive tendernefs is 
Jometimes troublejome. 

Soon after the Clermonts returned 
to Stannadine, the congratulatory vificings 
commenced. Our fociety was unu- 
fually animated, by the exhilarating 
entertainment of anecdote and obfervation 
which this circumftance fupplied. As 
I have already anticipated the general 
conclufions, and hate repetitions, I fhall 
haften to the defcription of a grand fete, 
given by Mr. Clermont, to the inhabit- 
ants of Danbury ; for in compliance 
with his father's wilhes, he had formed 
a parliamentary defign upon our ancient 
refpe&able borough. 

The entertainment confided of a ball 
and fupper, given in the gardens; in 
which fuch of the company who chofe 
might appear in an affumed character. 
The bride arranged the plan of the enter- 

* tainmenr, 
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tamment, and perhaps felt a fecret plea- 
fure, that the fuperior elegance of her 
tafte had now an opportunity of publickly 
difplaying ttfclf. Every ornament was 
perfeftly rural, and the whole proceedings 
were adjufted with paftoral fimplicicy. 
In the attire of Calypfo fhe prefided as 
miftrefs of the feaft, and welcomed her 
suefts to her bower with an air of inimi- 
table fweetnefs. Her Ulyffes hung with 
enamoured eyes upon his fair enchantrefs, 
and forgot his father's fenatorial proje&s : 
unlike his old archetype, who only re- 
membered Ithaca, even when firft infa- 
tuated by the Queen of Ogygia. 

The company afforded a great difplay 
of character, but not all ftridtly clafficaJ. 
Captain Target, with his head dreffed 
a la Pigeon, a chapeau under his arm, 
and a fword, exhibited a tolerable modern 
Mars. Mifs Cardamum happily returned 
from Scarborough in time for this fefti- 
vity; rich in pojite anecdote, and gayly 
decorated by falhion. She treated us 
with a very lively Diana, in a pink farfenet 

jacket : 
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jacket: while Mifs Dolly Medium dif- 
played as happy an imitation of Venus, 
in a white frock altered into a Grecian 
fymar for the occafion. For my own 
part, I was contented with the fimple, 
unambitious character of a fhepherdefs, j 
and put myfelf to no further expence 
than a few blue ribbands, with which I 
metamorphofed my walking cane into a 

crook. ^ - 

I thought the evening extremely agree- 
able, and returned home perfectly fatis- 
fied; but my unfortunate facility in being 
pleafed, expofes me to many inconveni- 
encies, and frequently obliges me to 
retraft the applaufe which is contro- - 
verted by better judges. It was deter- 
mined in full confiftory, that the lights 
were ill difpofed, the ornaments childilb, 
the refrefliments parfunoniouffy fupplied, 
and the bride and bridegroom vifibly too 
much attached to each other, to pay pro- 
per attention to their friends. But what 
was mod lamentable, fo little regard had 
been paid to proper arrangement, with 

relpeft 
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refpeft to the dancers, that the Captain 
and Mifs Dolly were placed below Mr. 
Inkle and Mifs Allbut, the common 
brewer's daughter. This might indeed 
be the efftft of chance, but fuch mif- 
fortunes muft be expected from the 
heterogeneous mixture jumbled together 
on this occafion. It was undoubtedly an 
infult to the Danbury patricians, to invite 
* them on the fame eve ing with their 
plebeian neighbours, and a breach of the 
etiquette their prcfent member, Lord 
Grimbly, always obferved. As the Cler- 
monts were yeung people, it certainly 
proceeded from ignorance, but then a 
friendly hint fhould be given, that fuch 
improprieties may be avoided in future. 

As thefe obfervations were not whifper- 
ed in clofets, they were detailed to Mrs. 
Patty, when (he paid an extraordinary 
vifit to Mifs Lappel's in order to learn 
what was faid of the entertainment. As 
in the opinion of the fanguine Abigail, 
it had been a complete piece of perfe&ion, 
ftie had anticipated the high encomiums 
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which would be pafled upon her lady ; 
and by implication upon herfelf, as a 
mod able ufljftant in produciag the happy 
effVft. Judge then of her aftonifhment 
to find it had been voted an abfolute bore. 
Mrs. Patty's tongue was not deficient in 
the grace of volubility, and flie certainly 
poured upon the calumniators a torrent 
of what might be termed retributive 
abufe ; but when we expeft a panegyrick 
upon ourfelveSy to meet only an opportu- 
nity of abufing others, is certainly a mor- 
tification, I can compare it to nothing 
but what a Roman general muft feel, 
who was only permitted an ovation, when 
he expe&ed a triumph. 

Patty's anger was too violent to eva- 
porate in defamatiort at Mifs Lappel's, 
and (he feized the firft opportunity to 
inform her lady what her enemies faid of 
her. Whenever my fair readers are 
threatened with a fimilar communication, 
I will entreat them, for the fdke of their 
future peace of mind, to reprefs the ira* 
prudence of rifing curiofity, anjd to fiJence 

the 
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the injudicious or perhaps malevolent 
informer* Mrs. Clermont did not exert 
this ufeful felf-command, and Patty was 
too fond of ufing the acid in her mental 
ftimulants, to adhere rigidly to truth. 
She aggravated therefore the aggravations 
which Mifs Lappel, through her indig- 
nation at the ill ufage of fo good a 
cuftomer, had already fupplied; and thus 
the Danbury critique upon Mrs. Cler- 
mont's fete champetre became at laft 
a mod highly coloured lampoon; capable 
of agitating a firmer mind than the fair 
entertainer poffeffed. How extremely 
hard it was to be difappointed, in her 
firft attempt at gaining popularity I To 
be fo unexpeRedly difappointed too, ren- 
dered it ftill more provoking; for every 
one of her guefts had declared themfelves 
quite enchanted during the whole evening* 
One fatisfa&ion ftill remained, — the fym- 
pathy of an affe&ionate hufband* She 
had made the entertainment on purpofe 
to oblige him, and doubtlefs he would 
warmly efpoufe her caufe againft a male- 
volent 
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volent world. , Her quarrel indeed was 
only with a very fmall pare of the univerfe$ 
but injured people are fond of ufing inde- 
finite terms. 

It was at an inaufpicious moment that 
Marianne flew to impart to her dear 
prote&or the cruel injuries fhe had re- 
ceived. Mr. Clermont had employed 
the whole morning in attempting to 
fketch a likenefs of the fweet Calypfo, 
who had fo enchanted him a few evenings 
before. After many unfuccefsful attempts, 
he at laft executed a very promifing out- 
line; but whillt he was bending over 
it, with the mingled exultation of an 
artift and a lover, a favourite fpanicl 
rufhed into the room, and in its ecftafy 
at the fight of his mafter, leaped upon 
the pallet, and entirely obliterated the 
unfortunate performance. 

Mr. Clermont had ever borne his 
father's peremptory behaviour and his 
mother's caprice with fobmifiion and 
deference. But the mandates of his 
Lordlhip iffued in the compulfatory tone 

of 
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of a defpotick monarch, and received 
with frlent awe, were not calculated to 
eradicate any evil propenfity, nor to 
inculcate any generous virtue. Fortu- 
nately his fon had received from nature 
an amiable, affectionate difpofition ; and 
his uncorrupted mind, elevated by a 
fertile imagination, and the ftrong enthu- 
fiafm of early youth, gave a romantick, 
but engaging turn to his chara&er. From 
nature too he received as foils to his 
virtues, impetuous paffions, and vehe- 
mence of temper; and thefe errors no 
paternal precept taught him to fubdue ; 
nor did the yet furer rule of paternal 
.example inculcate the important duty of 
felf command. The reftraint which the 
prefence of his parents impofed was tem- 
porary, and his violence was flill more 
apparent when that curb was removed. 

On opening the door of the library, 
Mrs. Clermont furprized her hufhand in 
the firft paroxyfms of anger ; coi refting 
the trembling dog. Though her prefence 
had always ufed to harmonize his foul, 

it 
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it rather added to his vexation on this 
occafion. He wiihed to have concealed 
from his Marianne every defe£t in bis 
own difpofition. He felt the refentment 
which rifes in the mind of perfons con- 
fcious of error; a refentment at firft 
extremely apt to fall upon thofe who 
happen to witnefs the fault, inftead of 
pointing the reproof to their owni>ofomSi 
To her terrified enquiries as to the caufe 
of his violence, he remained for fome 
time filent, and at laft complained that (he 
had interrupted him, when he was moft 
particularly engaged. Mrs. Clermont 
immediately withdrew/ Her fpirits had 
been previoufly agitated by Patty's gof- 

> 

fiping communications ; this was the firfb 
time fhe had ever feen the c< God of her 
Idolatry" in a light that obfeured his fop- 
pofed divinity. What a difcovery for 
one who meafured the virtues and the 
vices by a gigantick ftandard ! She 
reached her drefiing-room, and finking 
into a chair, fell into ftrong hyftencks. 

Her 
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Her fcreams inftantly alarmed her 
family, and Mr. Clermont was the firft 
tp fly to her afliftance. His heart was 
candid and affectionate* and foon pene- 
trated by remorfe. He had corre&ed 
his dog for obliterating the portrait; 
but he had himfelf cruelly difcompofed 
the charming original. In the lively pangs 
of compun&ion, he flting himfelf at her 
feet; terrified at the apprehenfion of her 
danger, he implored her forgivenefs, 
and ftyled himfelf the baftft of villains. 
No pungent aromatick could boaft the 
reviving power which his voice poffeffed; 
his gentle bride, with fobbing cendernefs, 
affured him of her forgivenefs; but her 
delicate framfe had been too much affe&ed 
by the acutenefs of her fenfibility, imme- 
diately to. recover from the (hock it had 
received. Mr. Clermont attended hef\ 
with the rnoft watchful folicitude; in- 
treaties for pardon, and adurances chat, it 
had been long ago granted, were repeated 
every minute j and if this unlucky inci- 
dent could be termed, the quarrel o£laye*s> 

15 it 
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it certainly confirmed the proverb, by 
proving the " renewal of love." 

The lady's indifpofition neceffarily 
obliged fome of the fervants to be pre- 
fcnt during the eclairciflemcnt j and as 
uneducated minds are ever apt to fofpcft 
more than they know, and to exaggerate 
what they really fee, the circumftance 
was foon publifhed, in a manner not very 
favourable to the wedded pair. My fega- 
cious neighbours entered deeply into the 
difpute, and feemed willing to allow Mr, 
Clermont entire poffefiion of the epithet 
of cc bafeft of villains/' which he had been 
pleafed to affix to his own charader. 
Indeed, general report brought no inftance 

to confirm this unqualified abufe ; but will 
candour permit us to queftion the veracity 
of voluntary confeffion ? Our inquifitors- 
general, after bitterly inveighing againft 
the guilt of hypocrify in a young p&rfon, 
refolved upon a permanent fitting to dis- 
cover the latent depravity, which they 
were certain muft exift. And they exe- 
cuted this talk with a degree of watch- 

fulnefs, 
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fuhiefs, that would have done honour to 
Argus himfelf ; who perhaps was the my- 
thological emblem of our fifterhood. 

- 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

In wedlock> chambers may be too Jimtlar to 
produce harmony. This axiom is proved 
by a well-fought battle between femate 
weaknejs, and male folly. 

WHILE pity fang the plaintive 

dirge over the misfortunes of Cf poor Mrs. 
Clermont/* that lady had entirely re- 
covered from her indifpnfitton ; and fully 
confiding in her hufband's aflurance, that 
fhc fhould never behold the fmalleft error 
in his temper and conduct again, (he 
yielded to the tranfporting refle&ions 
which the expe&ed arrival of her dear 
Eliza Milton had excited. Several months 
had elapfed fince the friends had enjoyed 
the gratification of a perfonal intercourfe, 
and though the important events which 

had taken place in that period had been 

defcribed 
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dcfcribed by a very diffufe pen ; yet, 
many cireumftances would admit of fur- 
ther amplification, in which art both ladies 
were adepts. 

As I cannot conceive that it could be 
from the want of a proper relifli for the 
beauties of female converfation, that Mr. 
Clermont was not conftantly of the party, 
1 . will afcribe his abfence to his commend- 
able wifti to gratify the fair friends with 
opportunities of indulging the confidence 
they fo highly reliftied. Delicacies are 
apt to fatiate the appetite, and to produce 
fuch a whimfical craving after novelty, 
as to render the coarfeft food palatable. 
The mod luxurious Epicures fometimes 
prefcribe to themfelves abftinence, in 
order to excite the greater relilh for an 
expected dainty. Judging by thefe rules, 

Mr. Clermont invited a party of young 
friends to Stannadine, very foon after 
Mifs Milton's arrival. They had all 
been his companions at fchool as well 
as at College, and their fociety had been, 
prodqftive of, a thoufand pleafures, before 

defpotick 
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defpotick love became the €€ mafter 
paffion in his breaft," and <c fwallowcd 
up'* every competitor* 

The foils who were thus introduced as 
a contraft to female joftnefs were men of 
fortune, animated by youth and lively 
fpirits, and exceedingly difpofed to enjoy 
themfelves with their old friend. They 
beheld his happinefs with that fort of 
good-humoured envy, which warm adms 
ration is apt to infpire, and which, though 
it defires as fortunate a lot for itrfelf, has 
no malevolent wifii to leflen the felicity 
of another, " Where did you meet with 
fuch an angel, Clermont ?" was the 
general exclamation ; and the epithets 
« c Lucky dog !" and €C Happy fellow !" 
were interrupted by many hearty (hakes 
of the hand, and wifhes of long life and 
uninterrupted harmony. I Could here 
moralize upon the inftability of human 
wiftie?. 

The young gentlemen were all pafliori- 
arely fond of field fports j it was the feafon 
for enjoying them, and the furrounding 

vol. 11. e country 
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country was favourable to their defues. 
The reftlefs humour of their fcx foon 
made them weary of fedentary amufements; 
one propofed hunting, another (hooting, 

a third courfwig j but Mrs. Clermont's 
tender difpofition fupplied her with very 
ftrong obje&ions to all the three diver- 
lions, and (he looked with fo much hor- 
ror upon the cruel nature of thefe fports, 
as almoft to deleft thofe who pra&ifed 

them. She defended the caufe of the 
dumb creation, with all the irrefiftible 
graces of plaintive oratory ; and as her 
in Gnu a ting countenance, no left than her 
words, was peculiarly adapted to (often 
the hearts of her opponents, the majority 
fcemed more than half convinced, and 
inclined to give up their darling purfuit. 
But one of the young A&eons, (by name 
Aubrey,) pofieffing more humour than 
implicit deference, encountered the fair 
pleader with a great (hare of agreeable 
vivacity, at the moment that her triumph 
was going to be acknowledged. He 
gayly afcribed the commiferation the 

ladies 
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ladies generally exprefle^l for the (offerings 
of animals of chafe> to fympathy, ariGng 
from the recollection of their own terrors, 
while expofed to the perfecutions of the 
grand purfutr Man, He cautioned then* 
againft the dangerous, though generous 
defign, of diverting the pbole attention 
of that mifchievous creature from other 
obje&s of prey, to themfelves; and he 
illuftrated his argument with fo many 
whimfical ideas, that a loud laugh an- 
nounced his vi&ory. Neither Mrs, 
Clermont, nor her echo Mifs Milton, 
dared to oppofe their lively antagonift, 
and a (hooting party was fixed for the next 
morning, to which M*. Clermont was 
prevailed on to accede, though he had 
in reality no relifti for the fport. 

The company had no fooner retired 
than Mrs, Clermont began to exert her 
influence to detach her hufband from 
what (he termed an inhuman diverfion. 
Certainly (hooting could appear no better, 
when her lively imagination had embel- 

. lifhed the terror of the poor birds which 

£ a had 
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had efcaped, the mifery of fuch as 
were wounded, the anguifh of the dy ing, 
and the grief of the furvivors. Mr. Cler- 
mont heartily wiihed he could have re- 
traced his promife ; but as it had been 
given, thought he muft adhere to it. His 
lady had now a new caufe for diflbafion. 
Accidents often happened with guns, 
and as nothing but his ftaying at home § 
would pacify her, he at length acquiefced j 
but fo unwillingly, that he fpent the re- 
mainder of the night in anticipating the 
aukward appearance he fhould make to 
his expe&ing friends in the morning. 
This apprehenfion was not ill-founded $ 
the apologres he had framed were too 
jejune ,to be admitted ; the real caufe of 
bis abfenting himfelf Dvas inftantly guefled, 

■ 

and a loud laugh excited j which Mr. 
Clermont affe&ed to parry with great 
bravery. 

A jeft upon the fubjeft of female 
ufurpation is dreadfully grating to lordly 
man, and it is peculiarly fo when (as in 
the prefent inftance) it happens to apply. 

Mr. 
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Mr., Clermont declined his lady's invi- 
tation to breakfaft, and as loon as his 
friends, had fee off, retired to his library, 
and there continued to pace the room ~ 
with defultory fteps; frequently imagining 
he had caught a glimpfe of the chains 
which Hymen is JufQetttd to wear under 
his long faffron mantle. 

Refpcdling the real exiftence of thefe 
faid chains, I, as an old maid, muft not 
be allowed to give any decided opinion ; 
bu$ as the : Mery apprshenfipiv of thera 
Jhas ; been koQwp : to drive rpany of the 
!. c Lords of th$ creation": frantick, I con*- 
ftantly advi£e r i?*y f newly- married friends 
to end.eavQijr as mych as pofiib^e to- divert 
their hufbands* attention from this terrible 
bugbear. I intreat them to hold, the reins 
of government (if by great chance com- 
mitted to their hands) with circqmfpedjt 
propriety, and to furrender them the 
moment that the poflfeffion of them be- 
comes difputed. , . 

Dinner fummcjned the party again 
together. The young fportfmen, delighted 
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with the plcafures they had enjoyed, were 
in moft excellent fpirits j but the fretful 
vexation which appeared in Mr. Cler- 
mont's look and manner effe&ually fup- 
preffed the indulgence of genuine mirth. 
A forced converfation was faintly fup- 
ported, and the ladies foon withdrew. 

The bottle then began more freely to 
Circulate, and Mr. Clermont's chagrin 
was not proof to the general hilarity it 
infpired. Old fchool exploits were then 
recollefted with infinite fatisfaftion, and 
the claffical enjoyments which College 
had produced loft none of their attick 
zeft by repetition. In (hort, mirth and 
good-humour were completely re-efta- 
blifhed in the dining-room. 

Mrs. Clermont was in the mean time 
indulging in 4 luxury, of which I would 
prefcribe a moft temperate ufe to all young 
wives: I mean, th£ dangerous pleafure 
of unreferved confidence, with what is 
termed a bofom friend. The ruin of wed- 
ded peace may often be afcribed to fuch 
injudicious communications. To what 

purpofe 
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purpofe is it to talk over an hufband'9 
errors, or the little vexations which may 
be cafuaHy jefedured' from him, unlefe to 
quicken our fenfibility, to keep our minds 
and our tempers in a painful irritable 
ftate, and to prevent that happy forget- 
fulnefs which is in many inftances the 
greateft blefling we can enjoy ? 

Mr. Clermont's ill-humour was too 
apparent to efcape Mifs Milton's obfer- 
vat'ron, and Marianne's ftreaming tears 
evinced her painful lenfe of it. Encou- 
raged by the pleafing fympathy of her 
friend, Ihe indifcreetly related every little 
incident which had before occurred of a 
difagreeable nature j and the adventure 
in the library was largely difcufled, toge- 
ther with Mr. Clermont's anxiety at her 
illnefs, and his folemn promifes of never 
again giving way to ill-humour* Inftead 
of confidtring a breach of that engage- 
ment as a conllitutional defect, or a 
tranfient forgetfulncfs, and therefore but 
a venial error, Mifs Milton aggravated 
it into wanton perjury and confummate 

£ 4 cruelty. 
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cruelty. 6he had no malevolent defign 
in fo doing, but (he had never made any 
obfervations upon real -life; and Mr. 
Clermont's prefent behaviour was cer- 
tainly very oppofue to the perfett excel- 
lence and perfect felicity which exifts in 
the land of Hymen ; — as defcribed in the 
Utopian geography of many modern 
novelifts. 

"Ah, my deareft Marianne," cried the 
affe&ionate bun imprudent Mifs Milton, 
<c are you indeed united to a lordly fprrir, 
infenfible of the value of your lovely 
tendernefs, your charming fenfibility ? 
I obferved you at table, and felt aftoniflied 
that Mr. Clermont could refift thfe foft 
"complaining anguifh that appeared in 
your countenance. Hark! —No I am' 
not miftaken, the gentlemen are extremely 
lively now. They can enjoy themfelves 
as foon as the reftraint which we impofed 
is removed. Good Heaven ! and have I 
lived to fee my Marianne an impediment 
to her hufband's happinefs ?" 

cc My 
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: f c My father's cautions/* refunded Mrs. 
Clermont, " pointed out to me all thefe 
<e\*ils$ but I did hope that Mr. Clermpnt 
would prove an exception to the general 
i-ule. . Too plainly do, I difcpver that my 
fociety* has loft its wonted fafcination. 
Alas I my heart will ever be unalterably 
his, even if he continues to treat me 

» 

Here a fridden interruption prevented 
.her from proceeding, and f gives me an 
opportunity of doting my chapter. 

CHAP- XXIX, 

The cdkjbquefjces\ of a confident's integer* 
'* ^eme ^en unreftrained hydifcretion. 

• : - . « ' - .1. ■ 

Mr. Clermont and his friends rpfe 
from table in high fpirits, and proceeded 
to the drawing-room in the gay hope of 
fpending a pleafant evening. The fir ft 
obje£t they beheld < was l Mra. Clermont 
rifing from the fopha, and loofening her 

s jj hands 
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hands from Mifs Milton's ; her eyes red 
and fwollen, and her cheek wet with tears/ 
Confufed, furprifed, and perhaps fe- 
cretly alhamed of a weaknefs (he had not 
time to conceal, (he could only anfwer 
the general enquiry of what was the matter, 
with a complaint of indifpofition ; and 
feizing her friend's arm, hurried to her 
apartment. Mr. Clermont followed, full 
of real anxiety, but when he tenderly 

enquired into the nature of her complaint, 
Ihe only anfwered him with a foft figh, 
and a requeft that he would not diftrefs 
her. 

Lady G. (in Sir Charles Grandifon) 
complains, chat mediators and mediatrixes 
had extended her wbimfical difpuces with 
her lord, and given them a more (erious 
afpeft than (he defigned. There can be 
no doubt that the prefent fracas between 
our young people would have terminated 
as eafily as the laft, if Mifs Milton had 
not been feized with the warm Knight- 
errantry of friendfhip. Conceiving that 
the timid Marianne wanted an orator to 

open 
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open her caufe, flic informed Mr. Cler- 
mont that his wife's uneafinefs had pro- 
ceeded from his evident ill humour, and 
lbe requefted him to confider what kind 
of treatment gcntlenefs and fenfibility re- 
quired. 

To borrow a phrafe from the vocabu- 
lary of Bacchus, Mr. Clermont was a 
. little elevated, and confequently felt 
the high dignity of man too warmly to 
fubmit to reproof. " Does Mrs. Cler- 
mont, Madam," faid he, <c appoint you 
the judge of my behaviour ?" Then turn- 
ing to his lady, he defired her for her 
own fake to behave with more propriety, 
and then humming a favourite tune, he 
rejoined his companions. 

Neither my hero nor my heroine were 
models of prudence. Mr. Clermont's 
renewed vexation was ftrongly written in 
his face, and he was too much agitated 
to evade his friends 1 enquiries. They were 
quite in a difpofition to enjoy fm> with- 
out retaining fufficient judgment to diftin- 
guilh humour from mifchief. A grand 

£ 6 rebellion 
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rebellion againft female influence was re- 
folved upon, and as fuch projects always 
fucceed bed when reafon is entirely 

- 

banilhed, they all determined to fpend 
the evening in high jollity ; and to call 
in Champaign and Burgundy as glorious 
auxiliaries, for the fupportrng of male 
authority, and for humbling a wife's 
fpirit. 

As Mr. Clermont's heart, in fpite of 
his refentment, could not be wholly aiien- 
ated from his Marianne, he was the firft 
to quicken the circulation of the glafs, 
in order to filence the reproaches which 
he could not endure. The hours of night 
flew rapidly away, enlivened by what the 
gentlemen called Anacreontick fallies. 
About twelve o'clock, Mrs. Clermont 
difpatched a requeft to fpeak with her 
hufband ; but the general voice chorufed 
his anfwer, that he was particularly en- 
gaged, and could not leave his party till 
the morning. 

If che gay Bacchanalians perceived che 
" broad pinions of time fwifter than the, 

; • wind/' 
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wind; 1 ' to poor Mrs. Clermont he ap- 
peared " to creep decrepid with old 
age/' Unkindnefs muft ever fall with 
fevered weight on thofe who have ever 
been accuftomed to extreme indulgence. 
Mifs Milton's interpofuion had indeed 
been able to aggravate a trivial vexation 
into • a real forrow, but it was utterly 
incapable of healing the anguifti a tender 
mind endured, while labouring uhdtr 
the known difpleafure of a beloved hu£- 
band. 

Mrs. Clermont flung herfelf upon the 
bed, pretending fleepinefs, but in reality 
to efcape from the impertinence of con- 
folation ; which admtniftered no relief to 
her agonized heart. Her anxious friend 
infifted upon watching her (lumbers, and 
pofitively refufed to quit her chamber. 
This fond attention, contrafted with Mr* 
Clermont's cruel negleft, rendered the 
Utter but more apparent, and fixed another 
dagger in Marianne's breaft. Befidea, 
her faithful Patty believing her lady to be 
afleep, began a converfetion in audible 

whifpers 
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whifpers with Mifs Mikon, of which the 
following was the prefatory fpeech. 

" Pray, Madam, what can be the matter 
between my mafter and my lady ? though 
I always thought they would foon fall out, 
for Mifs Lappel has told me, that atl the 
people in Danbury fay, Mr. Clermont 
is the greateft villain in the world." 

« Hufli I" faid Mifs Milton, c< fo I am 
afraid ; but don't let your lady hear yon 

for the world/' 

" O," replied Patty, " (he is faft afleep. 
*Tis a (hocking thing, Madam, that (he 
flioutd be Jo married. The fweeteft, 
beft tempered creature in the world." 

« It rs indeed a fatal engagement," 
faid Mrs, Clermont to herfelf, but her 
defire to hear more kept her filent. 

" Pray, Mrs. Patty, do you know how 
this match was brought about ?" enquired 
Mifs Milton. 

" It was my old Lord's doings, Madam. 
To be fure there muft be a fate in thefe 
things. Perhaps they wanted money at 
the Park} but I think it was not fi> 

neither. 
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neither. Mr. Clermont never let my 
lady have any reft 5 teaze, teaze ; but fuch 
hot love is generally foon cold, as the 
faying is." 

cc Not always fo," returned Mifs Mil- 
ton, " but only with fuch ungrateful 

wretches as he." 

" Wretches indeed, Madam. Well, 
to be fure, you only fay what all the world 
does of him." 

Here Mrs, Clermont's agony could no 
longer be fuppreffed. She fell into violent 
fits, and it was at this period that the 
meffage was fent to Mr. Clermont, and 
the anfwer returned, which I have before 
dated. The footman was again drfpatched 
to fay that his lady was extremely ill ^ 
but he judging his matter's prefence, ki 
the ftate he then wis, cculd afford no con* 
folation, brought for anfwer that Mr, 
Clermont was extremely forry, butwally 
was unable toattend heft 
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CHAP. XXX. 

- 

Human paffions, like the fea, vary from 
tempejls to Jullen calms. 



* 



ThE night pafied in fcenes of dif- 
traftion ; I (hall now ufher in the morning. 

Mrs, Clerrnont,exhaufted by her ftrong 
emotions, funk into a (lumber, in which 
&e Had continued a few hours, when Mr. 
Clermont and his friends awoke, A con- 
fufed recollection of what had paflfed, 
mingled with much fecret compun&ionj 
for the delights! of intemperance will never 
ftand the teft of returning reafon. , 

The vifitants, on 'being informed that 
Mrs. Clermont was exceedingly indifpofed, 
judged that their remaining longer at 
Stanftadine would be a great impropriety; 
and defirous to remedy as far as poffible 
the evil they had catifed, attacking leave 
of Mr. Clermont, ftrongiy urged him to 
an immediate reconciliation with his lady. 
Shocked at the idea that the world fliould 

know 
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know that he and , his beloved Marianne 
were at variance, he fat agitated by the 
mod fenfible regret, which his friends 
drove to diminifli, by fofcening his 
offence into a venial failing. 

The moment their carriages drove off, 
Mr. Clermont went into his wife's apart- 
ment; but not with that lively tranfporC 
which is expreflive of the happy hufband. 
She had juft rifen from her bed, and did 
I indulge myfelf in the ufe of fimilies, 
I might now juftly apply the trite one, 
of a broken lily wet with rain. Her pale, 
dejedted afpedt heightened in Mr. Cler- 
mont's mind the tender fenfibilky which 
refentrnent and inebriety had obfeuredx 
he folded her in his arms, and with im- 
paflioned agony befought toer to forgive 
him. Mrs. Clermont aflured him that 
(he did, but her averted eye, and half- 
ftifled fobs, gave no pleafing confirma- 
tion to her words, 

Mr. Clermont walked to the window 
mortified and deje&ed. Undoubtedly 
he was too arrogant in expedting his recent 

provoca- 
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provocations could be immediately for- 
gotten, and himfelf received with a com- 
placent fmile. I am, however*, afraid that I 
the generality of hufbands, from the high 
idea they entertain of their own fuperioricy, 
would be apt to think a wife very capricious 
who (hould rerain her refentment after they 
have made the Jtigbtejt conteflion: Men 
are remarkably tenacious of their opinions, 
and ffnce protra&mg a domcftic quarrel 
muft always be at the hazard of future 
happinefs, I mud advife my fex to be 
" eafily entreated." I can afTure them 
that a placid faiile will convey a very 
forcible reproof to a generous Heart con- 
fcious of error, and that forgivenefs is 
not the lefs valuable becaufe it is cheer- 
fully beftowed. 

After a moment's hefitation* Mr. Cler- 
mont determined upon another cffc&f 
" You have been ill, my dear/' faid he, 
<c I hope you are better/' A faint affirm- 
ative was the only reply. " I conjure 
you, Marianne, by all our former happi- 
nefs, do not treat me with indifference. 

I feel 
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I feel more compun&ion than I can ex- 
prefs when I recoiled the paft; but let 
this acknowledgment fuffice. Banifli the 
events of yefterday from your remem- 
brance. Give me your hand, and promife 
to think of them no more." She coldly 
gave her hand, and with a forced fmile 
uttered the defired promife. 

Though it would be very entertaining 
to a profefied goflip, to follow our young 
couple's proceedings in a journal-like 
narrative, the apprehenfion of not meeting 
with the congenial foul of a fiftcr-goflip 
in my readers, irnpofes brevity. The 
Clermonts continued to' behave to each 
other for fome weeks with civility inftead 
of tendernefs, and with attention inftead 
of confidence and harmony. The con* 
verfation (he had overheard between Mifs 
Milton and Patty, cruelly agitated her 
mind, and induced her to view all hep 
hufband's adtions with the afkance eye of 
fufpicion - 9 while her knowledge of the 
violence of his temper impofed a fort of 
terrified compliance. Mr, Clermont, on 

the_ 

1 ^ — 
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the contrary, attributed his Marianne's 
melancholy referve to an implacable dif- 
pofuion, and feeling unwilling to gratify 
her pride by any further fubmiffion, he 
permitted his attachment for his once 
adored idol infenftbly to decline. 

After having for fome time filently, 
endured the agonizing terror, which thq 
fear of an hufbana's unworthinefs muft 
excite in an ingenuous heart, Mrs. Cler* 
piont unfortunately refolved to difburthen 
her mind, by confeffing to Mifs Milton 
that fhe had overheard the converfatioa 
between her and Patty. That lady can- 
didly acknowledged, th#c the violent 
epithets (he had ufed againft Mr.. Cler- 
mont, proceeded from her lively intereft 
in her friend's fufferings, and not horn 
her knowledge of any fecret depravity; 
" But/' added fhe, " I am afraid your 
maid can give you further information," 

" Will my inquiries be juftifiable, and 
to what purpofe will they tend ?" refumcd 
Mrs. Clermont. 



< 
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u They will at lead relieve the anguifli 
of fufpenfe, and if he appears innocent, 
your harmony will be in fome degree 
reftored ; if the contrary, you will 
have the comfort of knowing the word, 
and the fooner *you are feparated from a 
depraved hufband— " 

Separated exclaimfed Mrs. Cler- 
mont, turning pale with terror; cc for 
Heaven's fake, Eliza, how could you fug- 
ged fuch an horrid idea ? you little know 
with what paffionate attachment my heart 
is irrevocably his. But let us change the 
fubjedt, for I will make no inquiries that 
may lead to fuch a horrid catadrophe." ~ 

" Aft as you judge bed," returned 
Mifs Milton " 1 have only mentioned 
tyhat an attachment like that you exprefs 
wot) Id urge me to do. I confefs, uncertain- 
ty feems to me the mod dreadful of all 
conditions; and recoiled:, my dear, that 
the event you (hudder at, is at all times 
Optionable, and not the certain confe- 
queoce ot your endeavouring to re-a£Ture 
your mind." 

To 
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To this fallacious reafoning, Mrs. Cler- 
mont weakly yielded her " better judg- 
ment," and Patty was applied to for fur- 
ther information. Mr. Clermont's be- 
haviour had been fo truly inoffenfive in 
every refpedt, but in the inftances I have 
detailed, that Patty had nothing new to 
communicate ; but out of her great zeal 
to make her lady eajy, (he undertook the 
office of fpy upon her mafter's conduS, 
and opened an indireft communication 
with the Danbury infpe&ors. 

Nothing however could be procured 
but petty detra&ions and general invec- 
tive; fo evidently the refult of malice, 
as to be even in Pattys opinion undeferY- 
ing of repetition. During the courfe of 
thefc inquiries, Mifs Milton terminated 
her vifit ; Mr. Clermont's mind was ftill 
fo little in unifon with his Marianne's, that 
he rejoiced at the departure of a perfon> 
who he perceived was honoured with that 
confidence arid thofe marks of affection 

which he believed to be exclufively his 

right, 
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right, while (he bitterly regretted the 
abfence of her dear companion. 

The happinefs of the Clermonts foon 
affumed a more favourable appearance. 
The indefatigable Patty could hear nothing 
that was of fufficient importance to difturb 
it, and her lady indulged the hope that the 
expreffions which had fo deeply difturbed 
her mind, were only cc unweighed words/' 
or thoughtlefs repetitions of the vague ca- 
lumnies of envy and malevolence. She 
and Mr. Clermont equally felt the pain of 
difcord, and they began infenfibly to re- 
aflbme the tender affectionate behaviour 
which had endeared the early hours of 
their union j when this fair promife of fe- 
licity was interrupted by an unfortunate 
incident. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Very palatable to the Lords of the Creation,, 
as it exhibits them in the pojfeffion of 
plenitude of Power. 

In compliance with her friend's part- 
ing requeft, Mrs. Clermont had given a 
folemn promife of continuing her journal; 
and as it was to be truly circumftantial, it 
necefiarily employed great part of her 
time. While thus engaged, fhe generally 
locked her door to prevent interruption; 
but one day having unfortunately forgot- 
ten that precaution Mr. Clermont fudden- 
ly appeared. Three fheets of paper had 
been filled ready to difpatch ; to fay the 
truth, they were as innocent a compofition 
as ever ifTued frqm a female pen : but as 
they contained a repetition of what had 
pafled in converfation between herfelf and 
hufband,, with comments on the happy 
change in his behaviour, (he anxioufly 
wiflied to conceal them from him ; and 

5 on 
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on his playfully attempting to take theirr 
from her, flie threw them into the fire, 
and watched them till confumed, with 
ferious folicitude, 

Mr. Clermont's mind was not wholly 
free from the meannefs of fufpicion, and he 
felt deeply mortified at the idea of a wife's 
concealing fecrets from him, which flie 
implicitly confided to another. He fup- 
prefled his chagrin at the moment; but 
fince his curiofity to penetrate into this 
interdicted correfpondence was irrefiftible, 
he determined to ufe any means to deve- 
lope the myftery. 

He foon procured a letter of Mtfs Mil- 
ton's, and upon breaking the leal, realized 
the proverb refpe&ing the fate of fufpici- 
ous people, for certainly the firft para-* 
graph was not very complimental to him* 
felf : it follows,— 

^ " Do not, my deareft Marianne, think me 
infenfible of the pleafure you exprefs, at 
your hufband's appearing confcious of his 
cruel injurious treatment of you $ I rejoice 
that your mc^k fenfibility at laft feems to 
vol, n. f toucji 
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touch his heart with remorfc, may the 
compunction be lafting ! But oh, my fweet 
friend, guard againfl: the amiable fufcep- 
tibility of your temper, nor any longer 
fix your happinefs in the frail promifes of 
weak irritable man. Recoiled your fa- 
ther's admirable^ precepts, and contrad 
your fond affection for one who never cie- 
ferved, and does not return if." 

If Mr. Clermont had poffeffed fufficient 
patience to perufe the whole Jetter, he 
would have found the afperity of this para- 
graph foftened by feveral concefiions in 
his favour, and would have perceived the 
epithets cc weak" and " irritable," which 
had moft piqued him, were in reality in- 
tended as a cenfure upon his whole fex. 
But his paflion entirely overcame him, and 
flying to his lady's apartment, he peremp- 
torily charged her immediately to break 
off all connection with an artful, bafe ca- 
lumniator, who under the fpecious mafk 
of friendftiip, dared to interfere in the 
facred concerns of wedlock, and to tra- 
duce a hufband's character even to his 

wife. 
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wife. He concluded with a threat , that 
if fhe refufed immediate compliance, fhe 
Ihould never fee him more ; and afrer thus 
juftifying Mifs Milton's fentiments by his 
condudV, Tie tore the letter info a hun- 
dred pieces, and ruftied out of the room. 

Mrs. Clermont remained for fome mo- 
ments ftupified with furprife, and gazing 
upon the fragments, in which fhe recog- 
nized the w riting of her dear Eliza. Tears, 
her ufual refource, at length came to her 
relief, and fhe was indulging in a very 
plentiful flow, when a fervant entering the 
room, announced the arrival of Mr. and 
Mifs Dudley : Marianne flew to meet 
them, and for a moment forgot her for- 
row in their embraces. 

I mud now account for their fudden 
arrival. Mr. Dudley was haftened to 
London by letters from his agent, inform- * 
ing him that a clear difcovery had been 
made of the long fufpe&ed villany of the 
elder Tonnereau, and that in confequence 
he was taken into cuftodyj Louifd's ardent 
defire to fee a fitter, whofe letters had for 

f 2 fome' 
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fome time betrayed an expreffion of tender 
melancholy, induced her to expedite her 
intended vifu to Stannadine. 

Mrs. Clermont did not wait for their 
inquiries to explain the reafon for the tears 
which flill fwam in her radiant eyes; (lie 
frankly owned that her father had formed 
thejufteft eftimate of the married ftate, 
but added, that perhaps even he would not 
have expedted that Mr. Clermont's love 
Ihould already have fo far evaporated, as 
to permit him to infift upon her abandon- 
ing a fritnd, who had been the chief bleflf- 
ing of her life. She fobbed out her refo- 
lution never to renounce her Eliza, and 
then aflced if her lot was nojt that of pecu- 
liar mifery ? 

" No, my child/' faid Mr. Dudley, 
*• you only participate in the ills common 
to humanity; and 1 have a fatisfa&ion in 
reflecting, that the troubles arifing from 
contrariety of temper and opinion, may be 
remedied by prudence and conceffion. 
Mr. Clermont has doubtlefs reafons to 
- wgc for this peremptory ftyle. "Where is 

he? 
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he ? I mud fee him, and bring about an 
immediate explanation. " 

A fervant being fumtmoned, informed 
them, that his matter was gone out on 
horfeback, and had refufed any attend- 

* 

ance. Mrs. Clermont's diftrefs now af- 
fumed the appearance of phrenzy, from 
apprehenfions refpedting the fafety of the 
perfon, whom fhe a few moments before 
confidered as a relentlefs tyrant. Every 
domcftick was difpatched in fearch of the 
dear fugitive, and fcarccly could the efforts 
of her father and filler reftrain her from 
joining them. 

Intelligence at length arrived, that he 
*had been feen on the road to the park ; 
Mrs. Clermont now earneftly prefifed her 
father to follow him, and to conjure him 
immediately to return home. Nothing 
elfe could alleviate her anxiety, and hav- 
ing obtained this promife from Mr. Dud- 
ley, (he became tolerably calm. 

Louifa's heart not only melted with pity 
for her fitter's wild diftrefs, but for the 
filent anguilh which opprefied her de- 

f 3 jetted 
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jetted father. She knew his mind had 
lately received an additional weight of 
anguifh, from the apprehenfion that he mud: 
either engage in a criminal profecution 3 
sgainft a man with whom he had formerly 
lived in the ttri&eft bond of friendihip, or 
tile fufFer a nefarious villain to ^fcape 
punifhmentj " My dear father/* laid 
Lonifa to herfclf, while her fitter was in 
the extrrmeft paroxyfms of grief, <c with 
v»hat calm dignity do you fupport for- 
row r 

Having perfuaded Marianne to recline 
on the fofa for a few minutes, fhe fol- 
lowed her father to the door, to breathe • 
her ardent wiflies for the fuccefs of his 
embafiy ; " I do not fear," replied Mr. 
Dudley, " but that 1 fliall perfuade Mr. " 
Clermont to return ; do you exercife your 
influence over your fitter, and conjure her 
to abandon a friend, who I fufpeft has 
adted a moft indefenfible part j if fhe 
yields, her hufband will probably be afnam- 
ed of his unmanly violence. My fears, 
Louifa, were but too juft. They have 
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good hearts, and a real affeftion for each 
other ; but Marianne is jnarried to a man 
as enthufiaftical and imprudent as herfelf. 
How difgraceful are thefe baby quarrels ! 
how ridiculous thcfe high theatrical paf- 
fions, which fubje£t them to the laugh of 
the neighbourhood ! nay, worfe, which 
point out to artful villany, means where- 
by it may ejfeSually undermine domeftick 
happinefs." 

Mifs Dudley exerted all her eloquence, 
to perfuade Mrs. Clermont ro confcnt to 
any terms o r reconciliation her hufband 
fhould impofe j her arguments were an* 
fwered by declamatory flourifties on the 
inviolable fanflity of friendfhip, and the 
juftice of defending one whofe zeal, if 
allowed to be imprudent, was yet the re* 
fult of pure affe&ion. 

Mr/Dudley was not more fuccefsful in 
his mediation ; Mr. Clermont, after an 
exaggerated detail of his provocation, 
urged the fond idolatry with which he 
had loved his Marianne, and her ingratitude* 
in hefitating to facrifice to his juji refent- 

f 4 , ment 
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ment her blind partiality for a dangerous 
•woman, who aflumed the pretext of friend- 
ship, to further her execrable defigns 
againft his peace. Lord Clermont, though 
lefs violent than his fon, was frmly of opi- 
nion, that the intimacy with Mifs Milton 
muft be immediately terminated ; and 
Lady Clermont, who happened unfortu- 
nately to be at the park, took this opportu- 
nity to vent her farcaftick malignity. She 
termed Marianne a well-meaning young 
creature, but to her certain knowledge, 
toq deficient in her ideas of propriety, to 
be entirely intrufted with her own con- 
duct 

Mr. Dudley checked the refentment of 
wounded paternal affcdtion, by recolledt- 
ing his eharatter of mediator* He gave 
up Mifs Milton's condudt as wholly in- 
defenfiblej and in general condemned 
confidents as dangerous to matrimonial 
peace. But he urged the propriety of 
gently loofening thole ties, which though 
abfolutely fantaftick, had a real influence 
over his daughter's mind. The very word 

Mr. 
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Mr. Clermont had ufed (facrifice) im- 
plied rcluflanccj, and he pointed out how 
much more dv Arable ic was that her reafoa 
fhould be convinced refpettmg the im- 
propriety of her friend's conduct, and 
confcquently the nccefiity of diflblving 
the connect ion than, that a fu Jden Drcach 
fhoukUbe impofcd upon her, as an aft 
of obedience. In the former cafe, Mr. 
Clermont might expect his wife would 
foon look up to him with graceful de- 
ference, for having relcued her from a 
dangerous error i in the latter, a lecol- 
leflion of the violent meafures which had 
been t-ken, would induce her to honour 
her fevered friend with a regret of which 

fhe was unwo thy. In conciufion, he 
urged his fpn-in-law to a generous uncon- 
ditional return, by the confideration how 
powerfully Juch a conceffion would affect 
his daughter's heart. 

Lady Clermont here interfered, and 
prevented thefe arguments from deter- 
• mining the yielding hufband. She pro- 
duced the letter in which the incautious 

f 5 but 
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but well-intentioned Marianne had con- 
fefled, that weaknefs and precipitate con- 
fidence were her conftitutional failings. 
Her Lady fliip prevented all the imprefilon 
the unqueftionable ingenuoufnefs of this 
acknowledgment might have made, by 
obferving that flie had long ago entirely 
forgiven the little offence which this letter 
was meant to palliate, and only produced 
it as a proof of the indifputable neceffity 
of her fon's fupplying the firm decifion, 
which the dear creature confelTedly wanted, 
and of his refcuing his amiable wife from 
fuch a dangerous friend as Mifs Milton 
was. This opinion met with general 
approbation, and Mr. Dudley, on bis 
return to his daughter, recommended 
unconditional fubmiffion, as the only terms 
on which Mr. Clermont would confent 
to return home. 

" I do not," faid he to Mrs. Clermont, 
f< now urge your determination by com- 
mon motives. Every thing which ought 
to be mod dear and facred to you, is at 
(take. It is not four months fince the 
15 world 
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.world faw you enter, into marriage, under 
the happieft ,aufpices of mutual love. 
Your difagrecments cannot be concealed, 
and the mod candid will hardly be able 
to perfuade themfelves that they could 
. have proceeded to this length, without 
fomewhat" criminal on one fide at leaft. 

■ 

Let your ftory, my dear girl, be told even 
by a partial friend, believe me the pru- 
dent pa;t of the world will feverely re- 
probate an attachment (though to a 
female) to which you can refolve to facri- 
fice the higher duties you have recently 
bound .yourfelf, by the moft folemn and 
inviolable oaths, to fulfil." 
, " Are then the names of wife and friend 
incompatible ?" exclaimed Mrs. Clermont* 
<c 1 will give you my opinion on that 
fubjedt hereafter, at prefent the known 
duty of a wife calls upon you for imme- 
diate performance. Rifk not your future 
bappinefs by any further delay. Take 
your pen , and dictate an adieu to Mifs 
Milton. It may be affectionate, but let 
it be determined ; and, then recal your 

f 6 hufband 

- 
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* * 

hufband whilft it is yet in your power to 
reeal him." 

Mrs. Clermont reluftantly complied. 
Her letter to her Eliza was blotted with 
tears, and incoherent through diftrefi. 
After one gentle reproof, it was filled with 
copious complaints againft the hard ne- 
cefiity which impofed a reparation, and 
with proteftations of inviolable regard. 
To thefe fond ebullitions of love, Mifs 
Dudley^fubjoined a foftened narrative of 
the evenrs which had led- to the prohibi- 
tion ; and (he urged Mifs Milton, by all 
her regard for her Marianne's future peace, 
not to attempt to difpute its validity. 

I will infert Mrs. Clermont's letter to 

■ 

her hu/band — * 

€€ I have complied with yourinjun&ions, 
and have given up for you the friend 
wliofe affe&ion conftituted my chief 
felicity for fourteen years : a friend 
whofe only fault was indifcreet partiality 
for me ! In doing this, I have torn from 
riiy heart its deareft objeft, yourfelf alone 
excepted. My regret cannot be difguifed, 
• - nor 
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nor will it yield to time. Your renewed 
and uniform tendernefs can alone recom- 
pence me, for the facrifice you have en- 
joined. Return, my Edward, immedi- 
ately, and fave your once beloved Mari- 
anne from finking under the weight of 
her farrows." 

Mr. Dudley did not difapprove the 
pathetick fincerity expreffed in this 
letter. It had the defired effedt. Mr. 
Clermont immediately returned to Stan- 
nadine; again intreattd his lady to forget 
the part, and encouraged her to look for- 
- ward to future golden days, by the gracious 
£ffurance th&t he would always remember 
her meritorious compliance. 



CHAP. XXXII. 



*tbg. autbor'i opinion of tfye politicks of Hymen 
'ferns k be in favour of a limitedmonarcby. 

t 1 L 



t 



THOUGH the quarrelsof theCIer^ 
iinonts might in their violence, frequency* 
and fpeedy termination, be juftly com- 
pared 
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pared to the disputes of children, thqy 
did not end in quite fo cordial a reconci- 
liation. It is perhaps impoffible to 
"pluck memory from her feat," or to 
" erafe a written trouble from the brain/' 
.when the mind has pafifed the firft ftage 
of adolefcence. Mrs. Clermont recol- 
lected that every difagreement had been 
adjofttd with increafed difficulty, her ex- 
perience of the pad gave her but 
a melancholy anticipation of the future, 
and the renunciation of fo dear a connec* 
tion was too painful, and impofed in too 
authoritative a manner, to be cheerfully 
fubmutecj to. t|i The fear of offpdiag 
taught her to try to conceal her grief, 
but her pallid cheek and fwoln eyes the 
next morning, plainly proved the night 
had been fpent in tears. 

^ Confcious of paft feverity, Mr. Cler* 
rnopt endeavoured to conciliate Jiis wife's 
affections, by more marked attentions td 
her father. t He earneftly .pre fifed him to 
poftpone his intended journey to town, 
to give up all endeavours to recover his 

j ifortune, 
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fortune, and to depend entirely upon the 
fleady friendfhip with which he would 
cheerfully ufe every effort to alleviate his 
forrows. Mr. Dudley's condudl in in- 
fluencing his daughter's fubmiflion, had 
banifhed from her hufband's mind a fuf- 
picion which an expreffion in Mifs Milton's 
fatal letter excited, and Mr. Clermont 
now fclc gratefully inclined to promote 
the wifhes cf a man, who had gratified 
his. 

" Make my child happy/' faid Mr. 
Dudley, " and you will impofe upon me 
the hightft obligation," 

Mr. Clermont threw his eyes upon the 
ground, and with a remorfeful air faid, * 
it fhould in future be his ftudy to prove 
how highly he rated her compliance. 

u I do not, Sir, mean to reproach you, 
or wholly to vindicate my daughter; but 
I wifti ftridtly to caution you againft two 
errors. Avoid calling in any perfon to 
witnefs your little domeftick difputesj 
a mediator in matrimonial quarrels is more 
likely to widen than . to heal the breach. 

Rather 
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Rarher chufe to keep every difagreement 
a profound fccret, for if they are at all 
expofed, curious impertinents will publifti 
them with added circumftances, and how- 
ever painful thefe circumftances are to 
yourfelves, the world will find in them 
matter for entertainment and ridicule. 
" Let me alfo, my dear Sir, increat you 

to look upon your wife's errors with the 
tendered indulgence. If an adtion can 
be referred to two motives, kindly affix 
that ' which is lead reprchenfible. You 
ufed an expreffion at the park, Mr. Cler- 
mont; it was inconfideratdy uttered, yet 
it (truck me to the heart. You called my 
' child ungrateful* Her heart is devotedly 
yours, you may break it by unkindnefs, 
but you cannot eftrange it. She is young, 
inexperienced, and romantick, but (he 
is not, cannot be ungrateful. Ingratitude 
is the vice of a narrow or depraved foul, 
it never exifts in a warm impaffioned dif- 
pofition. Oh, Sir, pardon my agitation, 
but the daughter of the exalted woman 
I have long lamented, and fpeedily hope 

to 
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to rejoin, never could difgrace her mo- 
ther's memory by ingratitude to an af- 
feflionate hufband/' 

" Proceed/' faid Mr. Clermont. 
M Your words fink into my foul; have you 
more to urge?" — " Nothing!" replied 
Mr. Dudley emphatically, and grafping 
him. by the hand ; <c except that you will 
never fuffer my Louifa to want a pro- 
testor, or an afylum/' 

The ladies here entered, and Mr. Cler- 
mont turned afide to conceal the emotion 
Mr. Dudley's folemn reproof had excited* 
The fond father took this opportunity to 
flip a letter into Marianne's hand. " I 
had much to fay to you, my dear child,** 
faid he, Cl and it is of too important a * 
nature to be intruded to the vague im- 
preiTion converfation imprints upon the 
mind. Your worthy hufband has urged 
me to refide with you ; his requeft is the 
more pleafing, as it evidently proceeds 
from his affection for you. If I live, I 
(hall be often with you ; if not, confulc 
that paper, I fliall fpeak in it when dead/' 

At 
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At thefe words his daughters burfl into 
tears. " 1 mull go with you ta London, 
Sir," faid Louifa. " You (hall not leave 
me while you indulge thtfe affii&ing 
forebodings/' 

" My mind is uncommonly tranquil 
and ferene, my dear girls, this morning. 
1 wonder, Louifa, you do not perceive my 
artifice* I wiftied to make a deep im- 
predion upon Marianne's mind > and fee I 
have fucceeded. Dry your eyes, my 
darlings, and bid a cheerful adieu to that 
father whofe only remaining wifti is, to 
fee his children happy/ 5 

While Mrs. Clermont threw herfelf 
into her father's arms in an agony of 
affe&ion, the dignified Louifa raifing her 

meek eyes to Heaven in a filent ejacula- 
tion, implored its beneficent attention to 
that interefting objeft, a good man in 
afBi£tion. The air of forced gaiety which 
Mr. Dudley aflumed at parting, could not 
banift> the dejettion the folemnity of hi? 
exprefiions had infpired. His daughters 
followed him with their eyes as long as 

poflible* 
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poffible, and then filently withdrew to 
their refpeftive apartments. 

I (hall conclude this chapter with a 
copy of his letter to Mrs. Clermont. 

c Before I leave my Marianne, happy, 
f I truft, in the recovered affettions of her 

* hufband, I will give her my promifed 
4 opinion, refpedting a fubjedt to which 
€ I thought her yefterday too much agitated 
4 to attend. 

' You alked me if the name of wife 

* and friend are incompatible : certainly 
« not. They are titles which mutually 
. c refledt luftre upon each other j and I 

c have ever confidered that young womaa 
€ as particularly fortunate, who had fecured 
€ the efteem of fome difcreet matrort, and 
4 regulated her conduit by the didtates of 

* experience, I mud, however, repeat 
c that a wife fhould retain no connections 

i 

< which her hufband decidedly difapproves. 
€ A prudent woman indeed will never 

< form any which can give pain to a rea- 
1 fonable man. She will chuie her friends 

< with judgment, confide in them with 

< caution* 

* 
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* caution, and love them with finceritjr, 

< yet ftill with moderation. You may 
4 think thefe limitations cold and narrow, 
c they are fueh as you ought always to 
c regard. 

c Female frier.dfhip, my child, is often 
c difgraced by a ridiculous imitation. Two 
€ romantick girls feledt each other from 
€ the general mafs of their acquaintance 
€ as fancy didtates. They relinquifti the 

* pra&ice of acknowledged virtues, to 

< indulge in a frivolous inrimacy, and 
« while they gratify a propensity for mere 
( goffip, capricious expectations, and 

* fantaftick defires, fuppofe that they 

* exhibit a model of one of thofe angelick 

* perfeftions which dignify our natures. 

c You fay you have been accuftomed 
€ to communicate every fentiment of 
c your foul to your dear Eliza, and you 
€ think while fo doing, you were at lead 
€ innocently employed. Time was not 

* given us to be idled away; has any 
c moral or mental improvement refolted 
€ from this correfpondence ? Your heart 

MS 
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is good, your undcrftanding not con- - 
temptible; yet could you without con- 
fufion fee thofe fentiments publickly 
divulged, of which you have made her 
the unreferved. depofitory. Has not the 
defire of having fomewhat to commu- 
ninicate, induced you to form a precipi- 
tate judgment, and to utter ppinions 
which you afterwards wifhed to retraft ? 
Have not the commendations and tender 
expreffions you have been ufed to re- 
echo to each other, vitiated your affec- 
tions, and rendered you lefs fenfible of 
k the tempered but uniform attachment 
c of your other connexions ? 

. c But fuppofing this perverfion of time 
•« pardonable in early youth, it can no longer 
c beexcufable; andhad notMr.Ciermont's 
* difapprobation fuddenly obliged vou to 
€ terminate your connexion with Mifs 
f Milton, I fhould have thought that 
c your fenfe of the higher duties to which 
€ you are called, would have convinced 
4 you of the neceffity of appropriating 
/lefs time to multiplied expreflions of 

♦ \inmean~ 
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€ unmeaning tendernefs. You are a wife, 
c my love; you will, I hope, foon be a 
€ mother; you are the miftrefs of a 
€ family; you are a perfon of fortune; 
c you have fiad a liberal education. What 
c an extenfive fcope of a&ion do thefe 
c charafters imply ! Go, Marianne, and 
c thank that Providence, who has placed 
c you in a capacity to employ every por- 
' tion of your timp in important occupa- 
c tions, and to exercife the nobleft feelings 
1 of the human heart, 

4 Do not droop with vain regret, be- 
c caufe Mr. Clermont appears lefs fault- 
1 lefs than your enthufiaftick imagination 
c once fuppofed. Do not arraign the 
c difpenfations of Heaven, becaufe you 
c are not wholly exempt from the common 
€ ills incident to humanity. Inftead of 
€ indulgirfg a foolifti curiofity refpe&ing 
c your hufband's conduct, fix your atten- 
c tion upon you own. Do not regard 
1 what the idle and malevolent fay of you, 
c or him: you will both'be impleaded at 
4 a different audit. Go, and comfort 

f thofc 
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* thofe who drain the dregs of that cup 
c of forrow, of which you have but 

* flightly tafted. Go, and relieve the 
c wants of poverty, fmooth the bed of 
€ fkknefs, allevure the anguifh of inc'u- 
c rable grief, diffipate the gloom of igno- 
4 ranee, and if potTible limit the ravages : 
c of vice. Rife to the noble ta(k for 
c which you were called into exiftence. 
c You cannot want employment when' 
c you have to prepare yourfelf for eternity. 1 
c You cannot be wretched while you can* 
c nrv.ke your fellow-creatures happy. 

€ Ad : eu, my Marianne, refpecl your 
c hufband's virtues, and divert your atten-: 
€ tion from his failing*. Love your fitter, 
c fhe deferves your confidence and efteem. 
€ Her trials have been fingular, but they 

< have rendered her merit more confpi- 

* cuous. Once more farewell, myxhild; 
c if I fhould not again fee you in this 
' world, give yourfelf to my arms, and- 
{ to the arms of your fainted mother, as? 
c an angel of light, in a purer (late of 

< exiftence, 

€ RICHARD DUDLEY.' 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

t 

fbedifcerning Reader may difccverjymptoms 
of approaching events > of the painful kind. 

For fomc time Mr. and Mrs, Cler- 
mont appeared to have derived conlider- 
able advanuge from the precepts they had 
received, and their whole behaviour pro- 
mifed a perfeft renewal of harmony and 
happinefs.- He divided his time judicioufly 
. between the claims of focial life, and the 
elegant amufements to. which he was at- 
tached ; and Jhe turning her attention to 
the adtive engagements of benevolence 
and domefttek management, foon made a 
confiderable proficiency, being affifted in 
her progrefs by her fitter, who was an 
adept in the pra&ice of the retired vir- 
tues. 

Chriftmas is a feafon peculiarly adapted 
to the purpofes of hofpitality, and whilft 
the Clermonts liberally fupplied the wants 
of their indigent neighbours, they did not 
ncgleft thofe inferiour but not unimport- 
ant 
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ant claims, which the laws of fociety re- 
quire. Notwithftandlng their difappoint- 
rtieftt on a former occafion, the furroufld- 
iftg country were invited to ah elegant en- 
tertainment i and as the hope of the in- 
viters, refpe&ing giving pleafure and ac- 
quiring popularity, was not fo (anguine as 
before* their humble views were more; 
fully gratified- Indeed they Teemed to 
conciliate the affediions of thtir neighs 
bours, by not attempting any extraordi- 
nary degree of fplendour or novelty j for 
we always reluctantly pay the applaufe 
demanded of us by that merit which is 
avowedly fuperiour, or that excellence 
which is confeious of its own defert. 

This flattering proipeft was interrupted 
by the illnefs of Lord Clermont* He had 
been for fome weeks at Bath, indifpofed 
by an hereditary gout ; and at length grew 
fo alarmingly ill, as to render his fon's 
prefence necefiary. It was Mr, Clermont's 
wifh, that his Marianne fhould accompany 
him, but fhe, unufed to publick fcenes, 
fond of retirement di/gufted with fociery, 
vol. n. o and 
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and attached to the habits (he had lately 
adopted, preferred remaining at Stanna- 
dine ; till her fitter ftrongly urged the 
danger of rifking her newly-recovered 
happinefs, by appearing indifferent to her 
hufband's defire of her fociety. 

Another motive influenced Louifa to 
give this advice. Though Mr. Dudley 
had prudently concealed his obfervations 
from Marianne, he had imparted to his 
elder daughter his apprehenfion of fome 
latent malignity in Lady Clermont ; and 
intreated her pccafionally to guard her 
fifter againft the machinations of envy and 
revenge. Mifs Dudley, confiding in the 
rettitude of Marianne's heart, and the 
innocence of her conduit, fuppofed her 
prefence would mod effe&ually filence 
calumny, and defeat cunning. This opi- 
nion was theoretically right, but it argued 
little knowledge of the world, or, to ufe a 
more appropriate and lefs hackneyed 
phrafe, of extreme human depravity ; for 
I am perfuaded that real malevolence is 
not fo common, as miftake, prejudice, 

and 
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and a cenforious habit. This laft, the bufy 
daughter of Idlenefs and Vanity, does 
an infinitude of mifchief, with no worfe 
defign than amufing itfelf, and fhewing its 
own importance. It is the " fool who 
tofles about firebrands in fport." 

The motive that hurried the Cler- 
monts to Bath, precluding Mifs Dudley 
from accompanying them ; (he returned 
to Seatondell, and there had leifure to 
moralize upon the incidents of her fitter's 
hiftory. From it fhe deduced another 
proof to illuftrate thefe important truths, 
that happinefs is diftributed with a much 
evener hand than a curfory obferver would 
fuppofe ; and that its true feat is in the 
foul, which, when well difpofed, can hum- 
bly imitate its great Author, and create a 
Paradife in a defert. 

Recolledting the high expectations her 
fitter had formed, and her father's unre- 
garded predictions that they would be 
difappointed, the Trojan prophetefs came 
into her mind, and fhe compofed the fol- 
lowing 

o a SONNET. 
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SONNET. 

* 

Her hair diflievelM, and her robe gnty'd, 
Caffandra rufli'd amongft the feftai train, 
What time young Paris fang his naptial flrain, 

And led to Priam's roof the Spartan bride: 

Of certain woes that muft that crime betide 
The holy virgin prophefied in vain ; 
Her warning voice could no attention gain 

'Till Pyrrhus leveled Ilium's tow'ring pride* 
Ah ! in the horrors of that night aghaft, 
What (hrieks J prophetick maid, thy truth declar'd! ' 

And thus when youth beholds Misfortune's blaft 
O'crturn the fairy bowVs by Fancy reir'd* 

Too late it mu fes on the precepts fage 

Of cool experience, and predittive age. 

The letters Mift Dudley received from 
London informed her, that Mr. Toaoereau 
had diffipated his whole fortune, previous 
to his being taken into cjuftedy ; the credit 
tors, therefore, could propofe no other end 
in profecuting hioi for having concealed 
part of his effe&s, than that of bringing a 
villain to puniflbment* Mr. Dudley ftartcd 
another hope, which appeared roof? tbm> 
a phantom. The particular (hip in which 
his property was embarked, inftead of 

7 having 
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having been captured with the reft of the 
fleet, had efcaped into a neutral port in 
Spanifh America; the, Government of 
which had ordered the cargo to be con- 
fifcated, under the pretence of its being 
defigned for contraband trade ; but in re- 
ality, from the fufpicious fpirit with which 
the Spaniards condu£t their colonial af- 
fairs, and their jealoufy of the commercial 
importance of England. Here Mr. Pel- 
ham's friendfhip promifed a moft fortunate 
interpofition ; he was luckily very intimate 
with the Spanifh ambafiador, and through 
his means a ftrong memorial was forward- 
ed to the council of the Indies, dating the 
injuftice of the tranfa&ion, and demand- 
ing reftitution. Little doubt was enter* 
tained of that illuftrious fynod's deciding 
with equity, and the only difagreeable 
circumftance would be, the obliging Mr, 
Dudley to take a voyage to Spain. The 
fond father k concluded, exulting in the 
hope, that he fhould at laft be able to re- 
ward the exemplary virtue of his child, 

g 3 Louifas 

■ 
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Louifa's heart experienced a fenfation 
very different from pleafure, at the appre- 
henfion of what her father's declining 
health might fuffer from a fea voyage. 
In her anfwer fhe begged him to abandon 
a project which fhe knew he formed prin- 
cipally with a view to her emolument. 
Her defire, fhe informed him, centered in 
her dear little farm, which, even at that 
early period of fpring, wore a promifing 
appearance. The crops looked vigor- 
ous, the plantations were healthy, and the 
houfe was fo confiderably improved by 
the little fums which had been expended 
upon it, as to appear quite a chear- 
ful habitation. <c My garden," faid 
flie, " is now decorated with a profufion 
of vernal flowers, the germs of the lilack 
are burfting ; and my morning walks are 
enlivened with the carol of birds, and 
the bufy hum of bees. I look forward 
to the approach of May with lover-like 
expeftations, and have indeed folicited 
the agreeable goddefs to haft en her ap- 
proach, in the following addrefs: 

SONN£t 

* 
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SONNET'TO MAT. 

Come, May, attir'd in fplendor all thy own ; 

Enchantrefs, come ! reanimate the grove, 
Hang on the buoyant breeze, thy floating throne, 

And wake the fong of univerfal love : 
The fprouting herbage for thy mandate ftays, 

Long nipp'd and fhriverd by protracted cold ; 
And the fwoln corn ftill fearfully delays, 

'Till thou (halt bid the tender blade unfold. 
The fluv'ring Naids, who defpairing fled, 

When rude Aquarius rear'd his icy pale, 

Lead back their fountains to their wonted bed, 

Prepar'd to murmur through the grafly vale 2 
The fair-hair'd graces, and ldalian boy, 
Await thy call to lead the dance of rural joy. 



<c Your pretence', my dear father, will add 
to all the beauties which the feafonpromifes, 
a charm in which they are deficient : I 
mean that of fociety. Poor Waldon re* 
grets your abfence almoft as much as my- 
felf 3 he vifks me very frequently. I be* 
lieve we entertain our neighbours $ but in 
defiance of fcanda), I always tell him that 
I am glad to fee him j and have juft per- 
fuaded him to teach me backgammon. 
Sometimes I divert him by mufick and 

G 4 finging * . 
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finging ; yet I will own our tete-a-tetcs 
have a famenefs in thern> which I be- 
lieve proceeds from the recollcftion of 
more agreeable trios. Dear Sir, return 
to Seatondell, I need no Spanifh dollars 
to make me happy. 

" If your refolucion is 'too far fixed to 
yield to my intreaties, you muft allow 
me to be equally tenacious of my deter- 
mination of accompanying you. My 
fear of the fea cannot deter me from 
fulfilling the duty which I owe you, 
Do not conteft this point with me, I 
claim it as a right due to the affeftioft 
of you* ever- graceful daughter, 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

Mrs. Prudentia further developed a cha* 
rafter of extreme malevolence, but without 
copying the liken efs from her own fijlerbood. 

The order of my parrative con- 
ducts me back to Marianne's hiftory. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Clermont, on hise arrival at Bath, 
found his father considerably recovered 
from his. alarming indifpofition, to the 
extreme mortification of Lady Clermont, 
who flattered herfelf that fhe Ihould be 
ipeedily reteafed from the hateful yoke 
of unrbappy marriage. The nacuf al dik 
agreeaWenefs of her temper, completely 
foured by contemptuous treatment, and 
how galled by dij appointment y in fpite of 
the affumed fuavity of politenefs, imprefT- 
ed upon her peevifh countenance the 
wretchednefs of her heart. The youth, 
beauty, and fweetnefs of Marianne, had 

at firft excited in her mind the baleful 
paftion of envy. Her tender affedlions 
had never been poured into the bofom of 
her fapnily ; (he was It ill in the prime of 
life, and unwilling to renounce the falfe 
fatisfa&ion fhe received from liftening to 
the Syren fong of adulation. Mrs. Cler- 
mont muft now of necefiicy be introduced 
into that part of the great world, which 
the feafon had convened at Bath. Her 
Ladyfliip expe&ed to find her a powerful 

o 5 rival* 

< 

< 
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rival ; but when Marianne firft vifited the 
rooms, her beauty excited an attention 
far exceeding thofe expe&ations. Unfor- 
tunately the lovely reclufe became quite 
the falhion ; her fimplicity and naivete 
iricreafed her elegance ; and her modefty 
and diffidence had all the charm of novelty, 
in the circle to which fhe was introduced. 
The town rung with, " did you ever fee 
fo lovely a creature ? How aftonifhing 
fhe did not come out fooner." The com- 
pliments and attention paid to Lady 
Clermont's rank were cold and faint, 
and rendered, the admiration which youth 
and beauty attradted ft ill more apparent. 

There was befides another motive to 
excite envy and hatred in her Ladyfhip's 
breaft ; Marianne appeared to have re- 
covered the heart of her hufband ; their 
behaviour to each other, though not 
diftinguifhed by ihe unremitting afliduity 
of fond lovers, was indicative of com- 
placence and mutual affe&ion. Sometimes 
a foft melancholy appeared in her coun- 
tenance, but it was fo tempered with 

fweetnefs, 

b 
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fweetnefs, that inftead of offending it 
feemed to charm Mr. Clermont, and to 
engage him to a more ftudioufly tender 
attention, in hopes of difpelling the meck> 
placid dejeftion. 

Lady Clermont was both wretched and 
difagreeable herfelf, and every perfort 
who appeared amiable and happy, was to 
her an objefl of difguft. The mild luftre 
of wedded love, which (he now every 
day beheld, increafed, by the power of 
contraft, the gloom of her own mifery. 
She determined to endeavour to interrupt 
the happinefs (he could not fhare, and 
reconciled herfelf to the diabolical defign, 
by overlooking Marianne's merits, and 
aggravating her faults. She refolved to 
think her a weak, yet cunning grrlj lhe 
termed her refinement and fenfibility, 
affe&ation; her tendernefs, hypocrify; and 
fhe pretended to pity her fon, for having 
been duped by fuch an inferior chara&er. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Clermont's condudt,* 
though not free from indifcretion, was 
amiable and intentionally right. Inftead 
of being captivated by the noife and glare 

66 of 
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of fafhionable life, flie feemed difguffedand 
confounded. The voice of admiration 
which every where purfued her, did not ex- 
cite even a nnomeptary fatisfa&ioru Inftead 
of being enchanted with the attention of 
the fine gentlemen who followed her, 
fhe attached criminality to what others 
termed innocent gallantry ; and by the 
ruftick morality of her notions foon offend- 
ed all her Cecifbeos. In her opinion, 
every deviation from the ftriA rules of 
virtue and delicacy funk a cbaradter into 
die loweft pit of infamy 5 had fhe confined 
this fentiment to her own breaft, it would 
only have had the falutary effeft of regu- 
lating her own conduct $ but Mrs. Cler- 
mont was one of thofe who think aloud, 
and (he was remarkably injudicious ia 
tl>e choice of thofe perfoas to whom flic 
imparted her opinions. If their beha- 
viour was decent, and flie had never 
heard any harm of them, flie candidly 
concluded that their hearts were as inno- 
cent and undefigning as her own j and 
that their fentiments muft correfpond. 
She had fcen coo- little of the world to 

know 
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know that propriety of manner is often 
affltmed by profligacy* and that many 
chara&ers are infamous which hare not 
been expofed to publick notoriety. Indeed 
fhe was uhacqoainted with the private 
hiftory and connexions of the- great 
world i and one day in the pump-room 
exclaimed againft the folly and wicked* 
nefs of ufing cofmeticks* to a faded 
ghoft of beauty, who was juft arrived 
from the Hot- Wells, where ftie had heen 
endeavouring to repair the ravages which 
paint had made in her conftitution- 
Another time, Mrs. Clermont left off 
dancing, to proteft againft the fharaeful 
effrontery with which a married Lady 
who flood near her, encouraged the 
advances of her partner. Her indigna- 
tion was proper, but the perfon to whom 
(he vented it was a celebrated demirep* 
who had been feparated from her hufband 
for more than doubtful gallantry : though, 
as (he was a woman of high rank, the 
world chofe to be charitable, and (till 
admitted her into fociety. But Mrs* 

Clermont 
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Clermont committed a ftill more pointed 
error, upon being invited to play at gold 
Loo, when (he pofittvely affured a peerefs 
who had juft ruined her lord at Pharo, 
that nothing fhould ever induce her to 
engage in the infamous habit of gaming, 
which lhe thought not only foolifli and 
extravagant, but indelicate and immoral. 

Lady Clermont beheld her daughter- 
in-law's miftakes with pleafure, hoping 
that they would have the effedfc of termi- 
nating her popularity. Nor was lhe dif* 
appointed. Some hated the fair reprover, 
from the idea that (he intended to affront 
them. Others defpifed her as a fool, 
becaufe (he was ignorant of what every 
body elfe knew. The moft candid con- 
fidered her as an impertinent moralift, 
and every body was ready, at leaft, to 
hear tales to her difadvantage. 

I (hall hazard a bold conjedture, yet I 
am inclined to affirm, that the genius of 
goffiping has as many worftiippers in the 
refined circles of highJife, as even in 
the environs of Danbury. They indeed 

affume 
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affume a more polilhed appearance, and 
fpeak out of a courtly vocabulary $ biit 
their idol is ftill the offspring of vanity and 
idleneft, and their purfuits and pleafures 
are eventually the fame. 

Amongft the company which the feafon 
had fummoned to Bath, Mr. Clermont 
had the, pleafure to recognize his friend 
Aubrey. That young gentleman really 
poflefled a good heart, joined to an agree- 
able originality of manner. He was 
delighted to find that the thoughtlefs im- 
propriety of his behaviour at Stannadine, 
had not eflentially injured his friend's 
happinefs, $nd he was impatient to obtain 
Mrs. Clermont's full forgivenefs; for he 
fincerely admired both her perfon and 
character. Marianne was placable in 
her difpofition, flie felt a prediledtion for 
her hufband's moft intimate friend, which 
might be efteemed an implied compliment 
to his tafte, and fhe found Mr. Aubrey 
a man of good fenfe and information, 
qualities not always difcernable in modern 
men of the world. Nothing could be 

purer 
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pyrer than heart* or more innocent 
k than her conduft; but even difcretioa 
will not always preferve us from calumny. 
An invidious whifper, firft invented by 
the watchful malice of Lady Clermont > 
was rapidly circulated by that peftiferous 
humour of detra&ion, againft which I 
will ever dart my lance with true Quixote 
fervour, until I have banifbed it from 
fbciety. The fuccefs of my warfare is 
at beft but problematical ; yet furely the 
laudable dfefign merits approbation, I 
am convinced its accomplifhment would 
prove a greater biefling to fociety, than 
moft of the proje£ls of reform fuggefted 
by modem patriots and philofophers. ! 

To return from my digrefTion ; detrac- 
tion was not the only engine employed 
by Lady Clermont againft her daughter's 
peace : the reader will remember that I 
fbme time ago left Mrs. Patty bufily em- 
ployed in an unfuccefsful endeavour to 
dtfeover her matter's faults. She had 
been lately thrown into the (hade; for 
Mifs Dudley, during her vifit at Stanna- 

dine, 
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dine, had argued fo forcibly againft the 
folly and danger of low confidents, that 
a vifible alteration took place in Mrs. 
Clermont's behaviour. Our redoubted 
Abigail was piqued at the change, and de- 
termined to recover her miltrefs's favour ; 
•even if it was at the expence of her repofe. 

Chance promoted her defign by a 
common incident. A violent fracas took 
place between herfelf and Mrs. Bonjou* 
Lady Clermont's waiting- woman; on pre- 
cedency, beauty, and confequence. Oft 
the laft head Patty urged, that her ladjr 
had never treated her like a common 
fervant $ that fhe told her all her fecrets* 
and whenever a quarrel took place betwcea 
her mafter and her lady, (he was the firft 
perfon informed of it. She added* 
fhe could fay a great deal more if fhe 
chofe it; but that her lady knew her 
prudence* or Ihe never would have given 
her the commiflions (he had done. 

Highly as Patty thought of her own 
underftanding, fhe had to encounter peo- 
ple of fuperior art. Mrs. Bonjpu flew 

to* 



Digi 



i 5 4 A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

to her lady, whofe faturnine features re- 
laxed vnith pleafure at the intelligence. 
Recovering from a hearty laugh, a luxury 
fhe did not often enjoy, <c Well, Bonjou," 
faid fhe, " I defire you will henceforth 
honour Mrs. Patty's confequence with 
proper treatment, or, as (he is her mfftrefs's 
particular friend, I may chance to be 
implicated in your quarrels. But ferioufly 
I cannot think Mrs. Clermont quite fo 
great a fool ; fuppofe you try. Get ac- 
quainted with this prodigy of prudence, 
and bore her with fome ftory, no matter 
what. We (hall fee if it circulates, and if 
it does, I will make it a means to deter my 
fon's wife from difgracing herfelf by fuch 
refpedable attachments.'* 

Mrs. Bonjou underftood her office. 
She made a conciliatory apology to Patty, 
and they became fworn friends. In the 
courfe of their intimacy, the latter divulged 
every family fecret which fhe either knew 
or fufpe&ed ; and Mrs. Bonjou was ex- 
tremely forry for the pretty young crea- 
ture, for fhe knew her young Lord never 

defer ved 
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deferved her. " Vat you think/* faid fhe, 
(C he go to Monfieur Aubrey for love > 
fo often. Oh no, all lham. He do not 
go to fee Monfieur Aubrey, but one fad 
diable woman, little way offj and then 
fays he goes there." 

Patty haftened to communicate this 
terrible intelligence. She found her 
miftrefs in her dreffing room, waiting for 
Lady Clermont's fummons to attend her 
to the rooms. There was an unufual 
degree of fprightlinefs in her manner* 
and a placid fmile upon her countenance* 
which few people would have chofen to 
difturb. Patty's prefatory aflurance that 
Ihe had fomething very important to fay*, 
interrupted this happy calm $ and ere her 
tale was finiftied, a death-like palenefs 
ftole over every feature. At this inftant 
Lady Clermont entered ; Cf The carriagei 
my dear, waits/' faid (he, and without 
appearing to perceive that Marianne's 
trembling limbs could fcarce fupport her* 
hurried her into the chariot with officious 
attention. 4 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Innocence and Jimplicity are tnfufficient 
guards again ft. malignity and detraction y 
unlefs accompanied by discretion. 

IvADY Clermont* though not na- 
turally of a communicative difpofition» 
happened this evening to be unufually 
conyerfible. She indulged herfelf in a 
number of bright Tallies, and finding them 
not honoured with proper attention, dek 
canted in praife of cheerfulnefs^ which fhe 
defined to be an infallible fign of a good 
heart, and a contented mind. 

During her Ladyfhip's harangue, the 
afflidted Marianne fat almoft devoid of ut- 
terance or recolle&ion. Thought follow- 
ed thought, in agonizing fucceffion, but 
none of them tended to organize the chaos 
in her foul. The carriage at length flop- 
ped, and they proceeded to the ball room* 
where Mrs, Clermont declining every in- 
vitation to dancing or cards* retired into. 

aa 
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an obfcure corner, and, ablbrbed in her 
own diftrefs, remained infenfiHe to the gay 

fcene around her, 

• • • ... 

Roufed from this revirie by the voice 
of Mr. Aubrey, fhe ftarted, looked round 
with apprehenfion, and felt in his unex- 
pected appearance the confirmation of 
all her fears : for Mr. Clermont had de- 
clined accompanying her that evening, on 
the pretext of a pre-engagemcnt to dine 
with his friend. She enquired after her 
hufband, with, an eagernefs for which Au- 
brey could as little account, as for the me- 
lancholy polttion in which (he was fitting 
when he firft aocofted her. He attempt- 
ed to relieve Her diftrefs, by affuring her, 



• 11 


1 


Ml 





hours ago. w Where is he now? ' enquir- 
ed Mrs. Clermont with redoubled agita- 
tion. Aubfey vowed he could nor tell. 
The party had broken, up fooner than was; 
intefldod, and he knew not how ClerrAcfntM 
had difpofed of himfelf, he believed to the ' 
play, and offered vo gb and look fop him* 
" Have the h«rtamtyr laid flie, «ftft : 

to 
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to order my carriage ; I will return home 
immediately." He begged (he would let 
him go and call Lady Clermont, who was 
engaged in a party at cards/' " Oh no \" 
exclaimed Marianne j c< her prefence will 
only be a reftraint upon me, and my heart 
is too full to confult propriety." He of- 
fered her his arm, it was a fupport which 
her extreme agitation rendered neceffarjr, 
and fhe hurried out of the room, either 
unconfeious that her behaviour had excited 
general attention, or too much difordered 
to regard it. The rival beauties whom 
her fuperior charms had mortified, and the 
fpecious hypocrites whom her unguarded 
remarks had tacitly reproved, now joined 
in exclaiming againft ff the detected mo- 
ralift," as they termed her. Her declin- 
ing Lady Clermont's attendance had been 
overheard; the, words flie ufed were ca- 
pable pf an invidious conftru&ion, and 
they readily gave them that tendency ; but 
when it was obferved that Mr. Aubrey was 
not afterwards feen in the aflembly rooms 
that evening, th^y all declared that can- 
dour 
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dour itfelf could fuppofe no other than 
that Mrs. Clermont was criminal j farcaf- 
tically adding, that it was doubtlefs the 
firft affair Ihe had ever engaged in, or (he 
would have managed her affignation left 
publickly. 

I will however vindicate Mrs. Clermont 
to my readers, and ajfure them that Ihe 
returned home alone, that (he retired to 
her chamber, declined Patty's attendance, 
and judicioufly entered upon the talk of 
calm recollection. She remembered her 
father's invaluable letter, and again peruf- 
ed it, with a defign to fee if any thing 
he faid, would apply to the prefent emer- 
gency. His precepts againft fufpicioufly 
watching her hufband's condudt, and be- 
lieving (or indeed liftening to) every idle 
tale were in point, and (he began to think 
that fhe had yielded to her old infirmity 
of afflifting herfelf upon flight grounds, 
and fuffering her paffions to obfeure her 

judgment. She determined to difmifs the 
officious Patty, who (he perceived fe- 
duloufly employed herfelf in agitating her 

mind, 
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mind, and while flic was in thi* temper* 
flic heard Mr. Clermont's voiceupon the 
flairs. She flew to meet him; he anxi- 
oufly enquired refpe&ing the indifpofnion 1 
of which Mr. Aubrey had j aft given him ] 
a confufed and alarming account. He 
told her that he had hurried out of the 
theatre the moment his friend brought 
lrim this intelligence* and the candour 
and folieitude of his manner confirmed | 
this affu ranee. 

It generally happens whert a fafpefied 
perfon clears himfclf in one idftance from 
a fault of which he was accufed, that a 
generous mind immediately forgets its ! 
former doubts, and invefts the acquitred ! 
perfon in the white robe of unfullied inno- 
cence. It proved fo in the prefent in- 
ftance. The towering edifice of tragedy 
fdrrow which Mrs. Clermont had been for 
f6me hours ere&ing, fell to the ground. 
He was no longer treacherous, falfe, On- 
grateful, but every thing that was kind and 
good ; nor was (he 3 miferable forfaken 
woman, but a credulous creature who had 

behaved" 
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behaved . very ridiculoufly^ ' for a reafott 
which (he 'was afiiatiied to own 1 . Candid 
and generous, me confefled herfelf exceed-' 
jwgljrCo blaoie, ia giving way to her feelings 
from flight miftakes and mifreprefenta-' 
tionar flie intreated Mr. Clermont would 
not require an. explanation of the paft,. 
*nd promifed greater felf-commahd in ifu± : 
ture. No hulband would like to be fum^ 
moned in ah alarming manner, from a 
favourite diverfion, to attend upon a wife's 
whims. He felt difpofed to give a gentle 
lecture, which fhe was receiving with 
meek contrition, when Lady Clermont 
appeared full of anxiety for the dear crea- 
ture's health* having but that moment 
heard of; her illnefs. Her apprehcnfions 
on that head being removed, fhe very- 
tenderly blamed Marianne for not requiring 
her. attendance. It was very odd, my dear/ 
in you, particularly in your fituation, t<y[ 
take Mr. Aubrey home with you;' 8 you' 
ought to have had a female friend. " Au-; 

brey^Maclam!" ^claimed Mr.Clei'mont.' 
'hAfibtfW could not go home with her. 
vol. ii, H He 
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He^faw her to fife ctiari6tvaq&th<fo*ame 
in (eateh of one*" M "IW<^4" >epiicd 

that ydu will maker tjbat i ( «ieciih»ftahcc 
known. It is highly :importaiif that ie 
fhould, I affurc you.: hi will takeicare td 
tell Lady Richly *»j/<r#> that the; world 
i& miftaken. Mr. Aubrey did not go 
home with Mrs. Clernionti" ! 
... So innocent was Marianne's heart, that 
file did not even underftand the ftitt <of 
this infinuation, and the next marning, 
when Mr. Aubrey called to enquire after 
her health, (he did not confider her being 
alone in her dreffing-room, ai ibflfcient 
reafon to prevent her from receiving a 
vifit from her hufband's friend. She 
even met him with a fmile of gratitude, 
and after afluring him that (he was per- 
fectly recovered, arid thanking him for 
his attention the preceding evening •, " 1 
have," faid (he, " two requefts to make. 
Endeavour to forget, how abfurdly I be- 
haved laft night j and when you bear tne 

' fceiribred 
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♦cenfured for it, try if polfible to invent 
an excufe for mc." 

« I mull firft foe your abfurdities,** 
replied Aubrey, cc before I can forget 
them j and as for the cenfures of the idle 
and the envious, it is the tax which merit 
muft always pay, I allure you I ft^ould 
never have wilhed for the honor of your 
acquaintance, if I had not been told by 
every body, that you was the ftrangeft of 
all ftrange beings/' 

At this inftant Mr. Clermont entered 
the room. He was juft returned from a 
publick breakfaft, where he had heard 
his wife^s conduit canvafled in an audible 
whifper. The ladies affirmed that lhe » 
*nuft be very ferioufly indifpofed ; for it 
was evident fhe knew not what (he was 
about. The gentlemen affedled to envy- 
Aubrey as a lucky fellow, in having lhe 
"honour to efcort the divine creature home. 
Though thefe witticifrris afforded mirth 
to them> they were death to Mr. Clermont's 
peace. He conftrued every enquiry after 
his lady, which politenefs dictated, into an 

h 2 oblique 
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oblique affront, and unable to command 
himfelf, he returned home in very ill 
humour ; and furprifed Mr. Aubrey and 
Mrs. Clermont engaged in very lively 
converfation f which the gloom in his 
manner fuddenly terminated. His Aubrey 
was never before unwelcome, nor did his 
Marianne's fmiles ever give torture to his 
heart till that moment. He reftrained 
his feelings, but they made an indelible 
Impreffion upon his mind ; and Mrs. Cler- 
mont might certainly refer the mifery of 
her future life to thefe apparently trivial 
incidents, 

I have defcribed thefe circumftances 
with fome degree of minutenefs, for 
though the effe& of them did not imme- 
diately appear, or only in a fmall degree 
of fullen referve, they funk deep into Mr. 
Clermont's foul, and gradually produced 
z total change of character. I will not 
minutely detail this alteration, but will 
confine my garrulous humour to a general 
account of its caufes and confequence. 

The 
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The fpirit that took pofltffion of Mr* 
Clermont's mind, though not ftri&ly 
jealoufy, bore a near affinity to that 
5 f green-eyed monder." He was not 
fo credulous as to believe the calumnies 
of detratftion, nor fo undifeerning as not 
to perceive his mother's malice : nor did 
he doubt his Marianne's innocence, or 
even once fufpedt that her gentle heaFt 
had ftrayed from its acknowledged pofr 
feflbr. He knew the purity of her foul, 
and the conftancy of her temper, but^ 
this did not acquit her of levity and in- 
difcretiori; upon which bafis he judged 
it poffible that dander and calumny had 
erefted their fabrick of falfehood. She 
was herfelf confeious of impropriety, and 
alhamed to difclofe the motives of her 
behaviour. She had owned herfelf to 
have afted very wrong, and this confefliofi - 
carried with it the force of a thoufand 
witnefles. His thoughts ran in the fame 
ftrain of faftidious delicacy with the great 
Roman conqueror. cc My wife muft not 

h 3 only 
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only be free from guilt, but alfo from* 
jfufpicion." 

Early in life, before his chara&er was 

formed, or his opinions methodized, Mr, 
Clermont entered into marriage \ with 
vague, floating ideas of angelick go'odnefs^ 
and confummate blifs. In proportion as 
his romantick enthufiafm had>raifed the 
mortal nymph into a goddefs, his cooler*, 
but not more accurate judgment, as the 
infatuation of love fubfidcd, magnified 
her errors into indelible offences. He 
faw her weaknefs, timidity, irrefolution* 
and imprudences he forgot her gentle- 
nefs, fwcetnefs, candour, and generality*. 
Vanity had ever been intermingled with 
his love. He fancied that when he pro* 
duced his idol to the world, every heart 
would acknowledge its perfedljon, every 
tongue confefs his happinefs, and applaud 
his judgment. His Marianne had been, 
produced to the world. The tranfient 
admiration which (he had at fir ft excited 
had rather been a tribute paid to her 
beauty than to her intellectual endow- 
ments j 

* 



Digitized by Google 



A7G OS S i r*S S'T O R YL SJgf 

meats;! it Toon fuMidedv and i now hit 
condudr was! ridiculed and her chara&er 
defamed;' He had not courage to with* 
ftand V tKt World's dread laugh, which 
fcalxe thte firm philofopher can fcorn.^ 
Hi* temper was not naturally gentle, ft 
had only acquired an occafiontfl fua vity 
from iovty and as love expired, it re- 
fumed its ufual tendency* The poliflbed 
manners of the gentleman decorated his 
behaviour with the faiqt gilding of cm* 
\ity, . aed v foftened forly contempt into 
polite indifference : but affe&ton was ex* 
tindt* efteem did notfupply its place, and 
pride alone prompted him to giyefome 
Sfig^^^i.f^fecjuence. tp th? wonpaj| 
whom he had honoured v^ith f his namef 
?pjien he treated her with occafional com? 
pjacency, apd refcued her from his moy 
ther's virulent malice. 

' Mrs. Clermont had adhered to he? 
yefolption of difmifling Patty, and lhe > 
like moft confidential fervants, ungrate* 
fully revenged herfelf upon her lady's 
fuppofed unkindnefs,. by difclofing all 

h 4 the 
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{hie fecrets with which (he- had breti in* 
frufted. Mifs Milton's highly indifcreet 
advice, and the irrefolute Marianne's weak 
compliance, were, now known ■ by every 
ifecvant in.tbe family and Lady Clermont 
toolccare that Her fon mould W* be igno- 
rant that his wife had employed a fpy 
upon his conducV The breach now 
became irreparable. Lord Clermont's 
urgent' defire of having * ; grandfon ! to 
inherit his eftate, could* fcarce ' impofe a 
temporary civility upon the^ Wraged 
hufband} or prevent him from breaking 
forth into the moft violent expoftiilatiohs : 
.While the infidious mother, by 'appearing" 
to plead for th'e : poor, inexperlenred'/'well'' 
meaning, milled young creature, 
tuaHy undermined every fentiment of 
confidence and regard V and, funk the 
unhappy Marianne into an objeft or pjty> 
arrd perhaps contempt. " 
^ Mr. Clermont now determined to carry 

his wife back to ■ Stannadinei wheie he 
r'efolved fhe mould in' future conceal her 
follfin obfeurity. For himfcif, he intended 

: :. »« . foon 
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foon to plunge into the buttle of pub* 
lick life, and endeavour to forget both 
the eape&ations and difappointments of 
love. The ftate of Mrs. Clermont's 
mind upon difcovering that (he had loft 
her -hufband's heart, will not require ex- 
planation. It was wretchednefs in the 
extreme. She tried to recal the dear 
unkind by tearsj and foft complaints ; but 
he always avoided the latter by leaving 
the room, and he had now too often feen 

- 

the former to be affedted by an April 
fhower. 

The hiftory of Mrs. Clermont's mar- 
ried life, may teach ladies not to depend 
upon the durability of that evanefcent 
affe&ion which lovers feel. It may ad- 
monifh their fanguine adorers not to expedt 
too much, nor yet to rejedl and defpife 
what is amiable, becaufe it is not perfect. 
Perhaps I fhall be cenfured for afcribing 
the deftruclion of married happinefs to 
fuch light caufes; but I am willing to 
appeal to the experience of every wedded 
pair, whether $reat crirpinalky on either 

w-S fide 

— 
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fide is neccflary, in order to render the 
bonds of Hymen a galling yoke of mifery. 
My mind is open to convidtion, and if I 
have been wrong, I (hall at leaft acquire 

• 

a more confolatory profpe& of the hap* 
piqefs of my fellow- creatures* 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

Integrity and duty are the cordials ofi 

affliftion. 

My thirty third chapter concluded 
with a letter from Mifs Dudley to her 
father y I (hall begin this with his reply. 

€ It is not upon flight grounds and 
•capricious motives, that I rejeft the in- 
f treaties of my dear child, fo affe&ionately 

* and earneftly urged. I am influenced 
« by a principle which I have venerated 
4 through the whole courfe of my life, 
4 and which I ought not to renounce in 

• the clofing fceaes. I know, when I have 
•explained myfclf, you will have the 
' greataefs of foul to approve my conduct; 

ji 'But 



■ 
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. *B\it I rnoft firft inform you of a» 
''incident which has deeply afflidted me, 
• f Mr v Topnereau yefterday difgracefully 
€ terminated his exiftence by his owp 

* hands. Unhappy man] He found that 
c feme of his creditors were refolutely hent 
€ to expofe his condudl, and to pu(h their 
f difcbveries to the utmoft extremity. Hp 

* knew that his guilt was fo far developed, 

* that no fubterfuge could avail j and hp 
€ dreaded the aufterity of thofe laws which 
€ he had provoked. He trembled at the 

vengeance of man, but he did not fear to * 

* brave that of God ! * 

€ You know, Lou i fa, how much I once 
c eftecmed him, - , He was the friend of 
c my early youth,, and for many ye*rs I 
c can affirm that his cohdutt was fprnrted 
€ upon principles of hontft industry. I 
f acrv allured that latterly he confiderably 
f deviated from the aufpicious commen.ee- 
c ment of his life. He has been didipated 

* and extravagant^ and then to redeem his 

* tottering credit, he has applied to the* 

H 6 . € dangerous. > 
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r . dangerous refources of the gaming- 
table. : tV ' • "• ; 

( When I confider this man's laft fccnes 
f of life, can I term my own fituation 
'unfortunate?' Deferted by the licen- 
c tious companions of his follies jjuftly 

* execrated by thofe injured people, who 
c , (though once his friends) now con- 
c fider their acquaintance with him as the 

* mod difaftrous circumftance of their 
f lives ; his character held up by thofe 
c who are ftrangers to his perfon, as a 
f mark of abhorrence and infamy $ alone 
f in a prifon, deftitute of the comforts of 
c life, though till then accuftomed to 

* its fuperfluities ; no one near him, but 
€ a mercenary attendant, callous through 

* familiarity with mifery $ no eye to pity 
f his forrows ; no friendly bofom on whicfo 
€ to repoie his griefs j his own reflections 
« his worft enemies ; and even defpairing 

* of mercy from the fountain of gfcodnefs, 
« Unhappy Tonnereau ! I pity thee too 
1 much to hate thee. 

• But 
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€ But let me recoHeft myfeflf. Since t 
c 'havi been rn Eondon, I have taken an 

* ihvehrory of my effects, and find tirey 
1 will not be fuflicient to difcharge the 
! debts which I contrafted, with, as I 
? thought, fufl ability of paymenti Inte- 
grity is no lefs the charadter of an 

* Englifh merchant than enterprife ; nor 
c can I willingly renounce the glorious 
c boaft which I have hitherto enjoyed, of 
c having never injured any one in per- 
c fon or property. I cannot retain it^ 
4 if I negleft any probable opportunity 
c of recovering enough of my fortune to 

* fatisfy every legal claim upon me, 
c The infirmities of the body may inter- 
c rupt the foul in the exertion of its 

* fublime fpeculative functions; but they 

* never ought to impede us in the per- 
c formance of pofitive duties, unlefsbjf 
c impofing total inability. I have not 
c long to live, my dear, even according; 

* to the courfe of nature i and lately I 

* 

f have been frequently unwell, A fea- 
€ voyage may be of fcrvice to me, but 

* fuppofing 
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* fuppofing the worft, what is the Jo{| * 
'of a few months of painfql exiftence > . 
' to the pleafure of refieftrng in my laft 

* hours,, that by facrificing it, no injured 
4 orphan or widow has caufe to curfe ipy 
' allies ; and that I have prevented my 

children from being. foHo^ed by the - 
clamours of my defrauded creditors ? 
Mr. Pelham has received intelligence 

* by means of the Ambafiador, that the 

'Council of the Indies have admitted' 
f the legality of my claims, and as foop; 

* as I appear perfonally to identify ^hem,, 

* the value of my part of the fl*ip'? 
4 cargo will be punctually paid. I an) 

* determined to take my paffijge*on board 
' of the firft packet that fails for Corunqa^ 

' I (hall not decline the kind offer of / 
' your company, for the <?opri plaint in my* 
' fide is at times very troublefomei i$ 
' often, affedts my breath, but when my- 

* dear nurfe is with me I (hall be better* 
•Set out, my love, as foon as ypu receive 
€ this. I am ftill with my friend, nor cai* 
1 r.bffer to change; tpy refidence during 

•-the..- 
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* the fliort flay we (ball make in London* , 

* without offending him. His aunty Mrs, 

* Penelope Pelham> is defirous to be ac- 

c quainted> with- you* She is a^ little - 

* Angular, but* upon the- whole, a worthy- 
4 woman. I will promife you a moft 
c affe&ionate reception {torn Mr. Pelham. 
*■ Let us know when you fet out, and 
« we will meet you at the Jaft ftage» 
* Adieu, haften to the* arms of your 

9 AJEt&ionate father, , 
'-riphard. Dudley/ 

■ 

Ih little i»ore than a week from the 
receipt of this letter Mifs Dudley arranged 
her affairs at Seatondell, preparatory to 
an abfence of Tome months, and finifhed 
a journey from Lancafhire to London, 
It was part of her character to form her 
pla s with propriety, and to execute 
them with dif patch. I therefore forbid 
any conje&ures as to the effeft the pro-- 
mifed affectionate reception from Mr. 
Pelham might have upon her expedition. 
Defirous to furprife her father with her 
fpeed, fhe forbore to fend any intelligent 

of 
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of her motions, but wifhed to be the 
agreeable herald of her own arrivah 
An accident which happened during the 
laft day's journey, detained her upon the 
road, and (he did not arrive at Portland- 
Place till near midnight. She lent in her 
name, and Mr. Pel ham immediately ap- 
peared to condudt her from the carriage; 
Her heart throbbed with the livelieft 
tranfport, and a crimfon blufh irradiated 
her countenance i but he received her 
with a folemn embarrafled air, and led 
her almoft without fpeaking to his aunt. 
My friend, Mrs. Penelope, might, both 
in perfon and manner, be termed a brief 
abftraft of our fifterhood : (he moved 
by rule, and fpoke in a meafured cadence. 
The cold formality of her welcome added 
to poor Louifa's chagrin, (he ventured 
to turn her eyes upon Mr. Pelham, his 
were fixed upon the ground. Was this 
the promifed reception? Did « that 
fun of benignity which (hone in his 
countenance," to adopt an expreffion of 
her father's, ./hine! on, all but her ? Was 

it 
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it poffible'fbr htr to have difpleafed him, 
or had (he, by the pleafure (he fhewed 
at feeing him, unguardedly difcovered 
the fecrit of her v heart ? 
: After a few feint efforts to fupport cere* 
mortious cdnvfcrfation, Mr. Pelham with 
hdkatibn faid, lie would go and acquaint 
Mir. Dudley of his daughter's arrival. 
Louifa ' recollefting her father's early 
habits, to which fihee his indifpofitiori he 
had ftri&ly adhered, obferved the latenefs 
of the hour, and begged that he might 
not be informed till morning* 

Mr. Pelham 1 gravely replied, he was 
afraid his friend* Wis ribt afleep. < y A thou* 
fatid diftr^i^^fears^ bullied into Mift 

Diidley V nhind. ^ She recollefted that her 
Iqueftions it^eftittg r her father's health 
had been ivafively anfwered: She darted 
from her chair, and with a look of inex- 
preflible alarm, laid her hand in voluntarily 
upon Mr* Pdhanhfiv and corijured him 
hot to deceive her ^ "fte knew "hit father 
was worfe than ufuaUK'- : :f f T: 
z ' ^ " He 
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'« He is indeed," replied Mr. Pelhsnv 
holding her trembling hand. " I need 
not affure you that I take the moft lively 
intereft in his fafety. We haye called in 
Dr. L. You have probably heard of his 
medical reputation j but I hope moft from 
your prefence. Your father's anxiety to 
fee you has confiderably aggravated his 
difeafe* Be calm, dear Madam, I befeedV 
you, We, have by no means abandoned* 
hope." ;• 

" When was hefeized r^ 

'* He has been evidently unwell ever 
fince he has been with us j and- 1 have 
fometimcs drawn. from, hjrn a relutant 
f° m pbW> ^ffii^djfo^r & . hjs, fide 
was at times infupppjrtably painful, , f feaf 
fht uneaGnefs of h;is cpj:reafe|: 
his difeafe s and £he - dreadful,, criminality 
of Tonnereau'a death, gave.:|iMp. ! a.|hock t 
which has- h^ene^ cr r #s,.: , #e has 
Jjeen confine^ tp feis-bed.,*^ tljf ee dajBf 
He is now, eatre/riely fetetifb* . W&fm 
an abfcefs is. forming^"; '■.,>.-.. 
r • : . Unable 
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Unable to fupport the painful intelli- 
gence, Louifa funk into her chair. 
M Nephew/' faid Mrs. Penelope, as 
lhe advanced, holding out her falts, " do, 
not keep the lady in fufpcnce. You ought 
to tell her the worft at firft. Your papa^ 
Madam, is quite given up by Dr*. L, 
and I am very glad he has done with, 
him, for I never liked his prefcriptions, 
and I hope you will now. perfuade Mr.. 
Dudley to try an invaluable medicine*, 
which I have often adminiftered, and never 
knew it fail of effeft. Mr. Pelham knows- 
that he owes his life to. it." 

Louifa could only reply by a flodd of 
tears ; a falutary relief to her big Two In 
heart. Her head dropped almoft lifclefs. 
**pon Mrs. Penelope's boibra, who* 
whilft bufily employed in rubbing her 

temples, and adminifteciiig pungent refto- 
ratives, alternately cenfured her want of 
fortitude, and commended, her afftf&ioni. 
aggravated Mr, Dudley's danger, and 
comforted her .by the affurancc, that 

while. 

* 

■ v 
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while life remained, [her recipe wouldt 
prove infallible. 

The natural firmnefs of Mifs Dudley's 
mind was perhaps more conducive to her 
recovering her wonted calm, than my 
good friend's oratory. She dried her 
tears, and thanking her with an air of 

mild benignity for her attention, intreated 
(hat fhe might fee her father immediately, 
u while my mind," added fhe empha- 
tically, " can exert its recovered ftrength." 

Mr. Belham's generous heart melted 
with compaffioru He withdrew to apprize 
his friend, thac « the fond darling of his 
foul," as he ft vied her, was arrived. Mrs* 
Penelope had now a fair opportunity for 
defcribing the cures effe&ed by her 
noftrum; but I am afraid (he had not 
an attentive auditor, for at the moft 
interefting period of her narrative, Louifa 
received the expe&ed fummons, and 
obeyed it as faft as her trembling limbs 
would permit. She drew afide the cur- 
tains with eager impatience. Her father, 
fopponed by Mr. Pelham, had raifed 

himfelf 
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fcimfelf upon his elbow and lie welcomed 
her with a penetrating firiile: " My dear 
nu(fe is come to talte care of me" faid 
he. " I have been too impatient, love, 
for thy arrival. Come to my arms. Re* 
ftoration hangs upon thy lips/' i 
His emaciated countenance, and the 
laborious weakneis of his voi^e, (hook 
his daughter's fortitude. She hung over 
him in filence, arid bathed his pallid cheek 
with tears. 

" Do not alarm thyfelf fo much/' con- 
tinued Mr. Dudley; <c my danger is not 
fo imminent. My worthy friends 1 hen* 
are too anxioufly felicitous, too apprc- 
henfive. Recoiled yourfelf, my child; 
I 'expeft confolation from your fociety. 
You are to. enable me to fuffer. ,> 

^Oh!" the tortured Louifa was tempted 
to exclaim ; " who will confole, who 
will fupport me? In what afylum fhall 
/ hide my orphan-head? Gracious 
Heaven ! deprive me not of my only 
friend and prote&or ?" Her native piety 
recalled her thoughts from this melancholy 

cxcurfion. 
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, excorfibn. She recollected the endear- 
iogf, titles pf " friend of the friendler!/' 
and * father of the fatherlefs," which 
the great author of creation had deigned 
toaftumt ; and her foul firmly anchored 
upon the rock of ages. 

♦ 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

■ 

* • 

An bijiance of < the ftrong inter eft volml 
dignified diftrejs can -excite. 

No fooner had Mifs Dudley reco- 
vered fufficient Ifrength to look beyond 
the gloom of a temporary parting, than 
a ferine fmile diffufed itfelf over her 
countenance. She now fixed her eyes 
fteadily upon her admirable father, and 
with awful pleafure contemplated the 
undiminifhed glory of the never-dying 
imelle&yal power, which beamed forth 
with fqperior fpleojdor from under this 
ruins of the tottering mortal f fabrick* 
Though her countenance was not regularly 

be$uKiful, it generally attracted s&tur&tm 

'.',<.:.■■*) from 
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tftofa being an cxpriflive inaex^ of the 
excellence bf her heart. Her compotc^ 
tehdefrnefs ahd dignified patience J -dliJ nol 
itovv efcape the attferftion of ah accurate 
judge of dhara&er arid manners* 

Mr. Dudley raifed his eyes to the 
-amiable youth, who ft ill fupported him. 
** Thank you, my dear Pelham," faid he > 
* c now lay me gently down upon my 
pillow 4 . I hope to have a good nighty 
and will difmifs you all." 

« Mifs Dudley," returned he, muft 
be fatigued with herjburhey j but I mufti 
infift upon watching you to-night. To- 
morrow morning I will refign you to hfer 
tares." 5 

» * * 

«• I am not fenfibleof theleaft: fatigue;** 
replied Louifa ; '« and you know we 
ftofejfeii riurles always fleeb beft in our 
patient's "ap/artmenti 1 (hatf be able to 
repofc myfe'lf ib that krtri-chair, and if 
my father appears e'afy, " enjoy a very ; 
comfortable night.** 1 

« We muft: yield to her in tni$ point," 
iaid Mr, 0od% •« The dear girl is 

yery 
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very tenacious of her opinion, and will 
a»ot confider my medicines to be effica- 
cious,, unlefs I receive them from he/ 
hands," Befides, we muft fettle, the plan 
of our voyage. Good night, Pelham, 
do not fail to enquire when the next 
packet will be ready 5 for we muft not 
6xpe£t to.take our paiTage'in that whic!\ 
Vhow under failing orders.'* * ' , >, 
1 'Mr. Pelham withdrew in filence, with 
his "heart divided between grief and admi^ 
Ration,, Mr. Dudley's anguifli not-per- 
Oiitting Jh^n to lie corojpofed, he affe&ed 
a degree -pf! fprjghtl^,, and . enquired 
^fter.ljis.; plaptatioaa v and improvements, 
with the iriterefted curiosity of one who 
hoped $ fee them ri% to perfeajon . * At 
intervals , he talked ,of their intended 
expedition; and defcrib'ed the, natural 
advantages, of ; . r jSj>ain, and the ,4uttere. 

ants, from. obfer^iops, which he ^ had 
made in a former journey to that kingdom.. 
His difcourfe was .merely intended to 



Digitized by Google 



A GOSSIPS 5*0 RV. it s 

he felt certain that he (hould never fct oot 
for any other country, but that from which 
♦no traveller returns. 

Thus paflfcd the night; — in the iftommg 
Dr. L. came to make what he termed a 
friendly, inftead of a profeflional vifit. 
Mr. -Dudley under ftood the diftin&ion. 
He wiftjed to afk fome queftions, but 
was interrupted by Mrs. Penelope, who 
came again to urge the propriety of 
adminiftering her infallible medicine. 
.Dr. L. on being confulted, owned the 
patient was in a date to admit of hazardous 
experiments, and withdrew, promifing to 
call again in the evening. 

Mrs. Penelope might now be faid to 
enjoy her full importance* Every 
domeftick was employed to procure 
or prepare the refpe&ive ingredients, 
which (be mixed with her own hands, 
according to the prefcribed rule. She 
at length approached Mr. Dudley's bed- 
fide with the celebrated compound, but ^ 
whether like Circe with the poifonous 

vot. iu i chalice, 

- 
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chalice, or like Hygeia with the reftora* 
tive cup, the event will determine. 

The immediate effeft certainly did 
not realize her fanguine expectations. 
JPerhaps Mr. Dudley's ftrength was too 
far exhaufted j or he might want faith, 
which I am told is a neceflary auxiliary 
in this clafs of remedies ; for they often 
lie dormant, unlefs quickened by a fort of 
reaction in the patient's mind ; or the 
herbs might not be gathered at the right 
period of the moon, whofe influence in 
pharmacy is unqueftionable. I will not 
dare to arraign the infallibility of the 
recipe, but will only ftate, that Mr. 
Dudley appeared confiderably worfe a r ter 
the operation, in the opinion of every 
body but Mrs. Penelope 5 who, having 
the fame faith in her preparation as Don 
Quixote had in the balfam of TFircbrafs, 
perceived ftrong fymptoms of immediate 
recovery. She retired exulting in her 
phyfical knowledge, to enjoy the pleafure 
of a pool at Tredrille, with two feleft 
friends. 
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Dr. L. did not confirm Mrs. Penelope's 
Opinion at his evening vifit. Mr* Dudley 
had previoufly requefted to be left alone 
with his phyiician ; 4C I perceive, Sir/' 
faid the exalted man, u that you are fen- 
iible I am much worfe, and I thank you 
for your explicit behaviour. I could not 
be deceived by common profeffional 
forms, and you are too liberal to adopt 
them. I have feen enough of life to be 
willing to rcfign it ; but we are not called 
into exiftence merely for ourfelves, and 
there are circumftances which make me 
wi(h that I could at this time recover. 
Do you know of any experiment that has 
z chance of fuccefs ?" 

TheDr. replied that an operation might 
be performed upon his fide, but that it 
was excruciating and highly dangerous. 

u I will fubmit to it cheerfully," re- 
plied Mr. Dudley. " Let the furgeons 
artend me at five o'clock to-morrow 
morning. I do not wifti for any of the 
family to be informed of it." 

12- In 
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♦ 

In purfuance of *his refolution tie 
anfwered every interrogatory with ah 
affurance that he was *jmuch better, and 
difpofed to flumber. He perceived by 
Louifd's eyes on her re-enteiing the room, 
that fhe had difcoveied his increafcrd 
danger, and he endeavoured to confirm 
her finking fpirits by infpiring a degree 
of falfe hope. c< Do not, my love, entirely 
depend upon my phyfician's report ; a 
lick man is the btft judge of his own 
feelings. I flatter myfclf that I (hall have 
a comfortable nighr. Go early to bed, 
and you will be fufficiently refrefhed to 

attend me in the morning. I (hall com- 

pofe myfelf with the thought that yOu 
are tranquil/* 

Mifs Dudley did not controvert this 
opinion. She tenderly wifhed him 'a 
good night, and withdrew to her cwn 
apartment* Her breaking heart required 
fbme relief, and (he now recolle&ed that, 
/ at her exprefs defire, (he was lodged ia 
a fmall room feparated from her fathers 
by a thin partition. She therefore haftily 

kft 
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Jcfc if, aqd took two or three turns in an 
^jpining ante-chamber, undetermined 
how to difpofe of herfelf for a few hours^ 
if Ihe joined Mrs, Penelope's party, it 
would only be to receive felicitations, 
and to hear prpgnofticks which her reafon 
fadly difproved ; or probably flie might 
fee prefled to take a hand at cards, as a 
fure fpecifick againft: melancholy. She 
had ever felt a tendernefs for the preju- 
dices and peculiarities; of age* but at this 
time, her mind was in a ftate to render 
" folitude the beft focietv." ' 
She at length withdrew to the library, 
and endeavoured to relieve her dejedtiori 
tjy applying to fome of the treafures with 
which it was ftoredL But wit had loft 
its atticjc point, and elegance its forcible 
attraction. She could hot follow an 
argument through its long train of deduc- 
tions, and the beft-tpld narrative failed 
to intereft her attention. She returned 
the books to their places, and after a 
minute's paufe funk upon her knees; 
Grief has been termed the parent of elo- 

13 quenccs— 
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qucnce ; — it is peculiarly foin an informed 
well-regulated mind. She raifed her 
eyes, the feelings of her agitated foul 
animated every impafiToned feature. Her 
fnowy hands remained clafped in anguifh, 
and regardlefs of the tears which fell 
copioufly upon them. In the warm flow 
of unftudied elocution her lips expreffed 
the piety of a feraph, chaftifed by the 
humble awe of a weak, dependent mortal. 
She fupplicated Heaven to fpare her 
father, her only friend and comfort i 
but (he aflced with fubmiflion. She 

• 

painted an orphan's forrows $ but not 
with the dark colourings of defpair. 
Her mind appeared to gather ftrengtfx 
from her divine employment i her tears 
ceafed to flow 5 a ferene fweetnefs Beamed 
in her countenance, and when (be rofe 
from her knees to retire, her whole form 
feemed infpired with fupernatural intellir 
gence, and exprefled the moft lively 
refemblance of fuperior beings which 
the human imagination can form. 

'Mr. 
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Mr. Pelham's apprehenfion for his 
friend having rendered him unfit for 
company, he had retired to fpend his 
evening in a reading clofet at the upper 
end of his library. His attention was 
drawn from his ftudies by the found of 
a female voice. He ftepped foftly to 
the door, and became an unobferved 
fpe&ator of the fcene I have defcribed. 
His fenfations were in fome refpe&s 
fimilar to thofe expreffed by Sir Eldred 
of the Bower ; 

u My fcorn has oft the dart repelPd 
** Which guileful beauty threw ; 
: Bot goodnefs heard* and grace beheld, 
M Mod every heart fubdue," 

After Ihe had withdrawn he returned 
into his clofet, but even his favourite 
authors were now taftelefs. The pleadings 
of Demofthenes were ftudied and artifi- 
cial, when compared to the more lively 
oratory of a deeply-affc&ed heart ; nor 
did the morality of the divine Tully 
ftrike the foul with fuch ftrong convi&ioa 

i 4 in 
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in favour of the nobleft virtues, as it 
fcceived from thfc powerful example of 
youth and innocence. 

He left his books* and walked to the- 
table, againft which Mifs Dudley had 
lately knelt; it was ftill wet with her tears* 
There, bending over the marks of holy 
forrow, he recalled her image to his 
recoiled ion. Even When his heart was 
mod infatuated by the fuperior brilliancy 
of Marianne's charms, it had done juftice 
to Louifa's virtues. Time and abfence 
had blunted the pain of difappointment, 
and gradually reconciled his mind to the 
lofs of his firft love > but his attachment 
had been too ftrong to permit him to 
form a fecond choice, though every 
hope had been excluded by her marriage. 
He had too ftrong fenfe to yield to 
whining complaints, and he fubmittcd 
to a Jeverc mortification with manly firm- 
nefsj but whenever Fancy recalled to. 
his mind any pleafing ideas, the attra&ing 
image of Marianne Dudley rofe to hi* 
view, and &he charms of other fair one* 

faded 
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faded at the comparifon. Yet even that 
fafcinating form feemed to yield to the 
fuprriour lovelinefs of intellectual beauty, 
and he determined if poffible to refcue 
Louifa from an orphan** woes, and to 
Elicit the affedions of fo valuable a 



woman. 

« -. • 



CHAP. XXXVIII. 

> 

f circumftance of awful Solemnity prepares 
the way for a very deftir able event. 

Mr. Dudley (pent the night in 

but his fortitude feemed to increafe 
withhis pains ; and his defire of not dif- 
turbing his daughter, who, he found, 
lay near him, re preffed the groan of 
anguifh. The powers of his mind con- 
tinued unimpaired? he fek his danger 
and copfidermg.it poffible that he might 
not furyive the intended operation, Jie de r 
fired that Mr, Pelham might be called ^jt 
an early hour. The worthy man flew tj> - 
his apartment, but (hocked at the vifible 
" 1 5 . change > 
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change in his friend's countenance, he burft 
into tears, which the dying hero thus re- 
proved: "Check this unmanly forrow, mjr 
good Sir; mine is no uncommon lot, I do 
but undergo the general law of nature* to 
which this world is fubjedt ; a world mor- 
tal and perifhable like man its lord. I have 
many comforts, at times \ hey predominate 
over my fufferings ; my foul is tranquil ; 
I look forward to futurity with hope. 
I have orly one trouble/' — " Confide it to 
me," faid Mr. Pelham, endeavouring to 
fttfle his grief. 

* c Bleflfed be Heaven for a little inter- 

A * 

val of eafe," refumed Mr Dudley ; " I 
am perfuaded that you will exert your kind 
endeavours to procure that fatisfa&ion to 
my family from the Spanifli government, 
which I could not in perfon demand. The 
peculiar circumftances of my ftory muft 
move attention, but fhould you fail of fuc* 
cefs, I commend my character to your 
care. Defend it from opprobrium ; fay 
that I was not intentionally unjuftj unfore- 
feen incidents, a variety of misfortunes, 

all 
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all united to prevent the favourite wifh of 
my heart. Thofe whom I have injured 
will complain ; endeavour to foften the 
afperity of their complaints/* 

" Your memory/' faid Mr. Pel ham, 
clafping the hand of Mr. Dudley, " (hall 
be as irreproachable as your life. I do 
not doubt but that ample juftice will be 
done you, yet if it fliould be withheld, 
I will make myfelf your executor. I know 
the amount of your debts; calm your 
worthy heart; were they double the fum, 
I would with pleafure difcharge them." < 

c< You are too good,, too generous; 

I a(ked not this; I expe&ed it not; your 
kindnefs pains me/' Mr. Dudley funk 
upon his pillow, and remained filent a few 
moments. 

The furgeons now entered ; he opened 

Ws eyes, and welcomed them with a flight 
motion of his hand : " I have fome private 
bufinefs," faid he ; " go, dear Pelham, 
leave me a little while ; if I am worfe I 
will fend for you."— " Gentlemen," re- 
fumed Mr. Dudley, when every thing was 

1 6 prepared, 
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prepared, " I am afraid your intended 
iafliftance will not fucceed $ l am much 
weakened by a bad night * but aft as you 
think btft. I am ready, my mind is cot- 
ledted. Yet if you think I fhall not fur- 
irive the operation, I would firft fee my 
daughter." 

On hearing thefe words, Mi fs Dudley 
^uflned into the room; her anxiety had 
tmly permitted her to throw her felf upon 
the bed, frdm which (he had frequently 
tfifen during the night, and wfth laudable 
curidfky haftened to hear if any groan* 
^proceeded from her father's chamber. 
From the filence which prevailed there, 
iht had compofed herfelf with the thought 
that Mrs. Penelope's hopes were not en- 
tirely vifionary. The found of ftrange 
Voices which ihe imperfeftly heard, ha i 
cleared . away her broken (lumbers, and 
iier father's words hurried her into the 
room in an agony. 

The principal furgeon humanely endea- 
•voured to confole her. He perfuaded her 
%ha t opening the ulcer in the fide m rgh t be 

attended 
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attended with falutary confequences. " Let 
me ftay then, 0 faid (he, " white it is per- 
formed j I can rub his temples : I know J 
can be of fervice/ , ^ < Retire my love/ 1 
(aid Mr. Dudley ; " Your prefence would 
overpower me. If I faint you> foall bp 
fiimmofled." Louifa . clafppd her pious 
hands fin mental prayer, and withdrew. 

The furgeons now examined their pa- 
tient, and unanimouflj declared, that from 
frgftnt appearances the prppofed>inciCipn 
muft he declined* No good could ,po0k 
bly arife from it, a m0rtij6?atio^ having 
already taken place. 

"I am fenfiWe," fai<i the Jberoick ob- 
ject of their/care, <f thatw>thing can pop 
be done foi* me. I thank you for your 
humane attention i— yet if you can inform 
me how long J may continue to fuffcr"— * 
" Your fufferings, Sir," faid one of 
them* u will very fpeedily terminate, but 
you may live feveral hours/' 

Mr. Dudley yvavtd Jhis band^ and they 

■ 

withdrew. in tears. 

Jie nor stfolved to jwpjpar* M 

ii by 
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by the moft folcmn chriftian duties for its 
expefted journey. Pievious to the clergy- 
man's arrival, Mr. Pelham feated hirrr- 
felf be fide the bed of death, loft in forrow, 
and infcnfible to the frequent fobs which 
proceeded from Louifa's apartment. 
♦ Mr. Dudlty preffed his hand; f< Com- 
fort mjr child; dear amiable friend, com- 
fort my forlorn Louifa: a fingular attach- 
ment fubfifted between us, it was more 
than the tie of blood. She was my ad- 
vifer, my comforter, my companion, my 
;ffiend i our- taftes, our habits, our defires 
correfponded. I am not anxious now re- 
fpedting her fortune. L know that fhe 
has fufficient greatnefs of foul to dignify 
narrow circumftances by cheerful pa- 
tience ; But my lofs will fit heavy upon 
her heart, confole her as a friend^ and if 
the weaknefs of her fex fhould expofe^her 
to injury, be her prat* ft or . 

" My heart," faid Pelham, finking upon 
his knees> " afpires to a more facred title. 
Ever fmce I knew you it has panted to 
be allied to your virtues \ difappointcd i& 

1 the 
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the objeft of mv youthful love 3 I have 
with matured* judgment formed a fecond 
attachment. You once promifed me your 
Marianne, I now afk for your Louifa" 

" Gracious Heaven !" cried Mr. Diid- 
ley, raifing himfelf up, and with an ener- 
getick voice which fcemedto intimate re* 
covered health and ftrength, <c but did I 
underftand you rightly ? Do you indeed 
love my Louifa ?" 

u Even when I was her filler's adorer, 
I honoured her chara&er, and efteemed 
her virtues 5 they now blaze upon me 
with invincible fplendor. The delicacy 
of her fentiments may induce her to rejeft 
a man who confeiTes a prior attachment* 
Support my pretenfions by your confent* 
and reft affured my prefent love is fincere 
and ardent. The exalted Louifa may be 
influenced in favour of a pafiion which you 
have approved." 

99 Son of my foul!" exclaimed Mr. 
Dudley, ftretching out his arms, " come 
to my heart, and let it tell thee that all its 
Jectct wijhts arc now fulfilled." Go and call 

my 
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rpy darling to me. How blifsful arc n>j^ 
departing moments ! v Mr. Pelham with- 
^drew. 

Mils D&dley haftily threw* herfelf into 
Jplcr father's ^rmsi " You feem," faid 
(he^ bending pver him in m$ek aJHidtioq, 
" to be fomeyvhat revived.''— " I am, 
p$y child. I thought my bjood had ftag- 
nated, but jQy has (quickened the languid 
current. Why did I dejpair, or^thinjc 
thy ,merjt .cpuld, pafs ^unnpticed ? My 
? Louify, the worthy Pelham loves tfyee. 
Ganft thou regard thy father's generous 
friend ? *Je has alked me to beftow my 
pnly treafu«;e upon him. 1 have npt nqany 
moments to lofe. S peaky my love, wilt 
thou be his ? Aw?y with that referye 
which keeps, thy dying father \n fufpenfe, 
on the only fytpeci which interefts him 
upon earth.- ' 

No language could da juftice to ^{Jif$ 
Dudley's feelings. Qiief ^nd furprife, 
gratitude and loye, wtre elevated to a 
painful extreme. She jw^as told that the 
paj&pn ^itf ^d ^^a ^^ 

ferved 
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fferved but penfive innaate of her bofom,, 
at length had met a reciprocal return* 
She was even called upon to confefs the 
affection which, virgin modeQy had con- 
cealed . B ut by whom, and in what circum- 
fiances was (he urged to this difclofurei 

Thrice lhe attempted: to fpeak, and 
thrice the wild palpitations of her heart 
forbade her utterance. At length flic 
faintly exclaimed, " I have long>efte*med 
him — loved him I (hould fcy. But oh* 
my father, at what a moment do you 
claim this confe&on." 

u At a blifsful one, dear delight of 
my foul 1 It is* a moment which fends a 
joyful pilgrim back to his native country^ 
and feals the happinefs of two kindred 
minds.. Pelham, my humane, generous, 
noble fon, where art thou ? Come and 
receive this biefling from my arms,, while 
they have yet ftrength to beftow her on 
thee." 

Mr. Pelham, who from motives of 
the pureft delicacy was abfent at thi* 
eclaircitfement,, entered at the welcome: 

fummons, . 
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fbmmons. Mr. Dudley held his daughter's^ 
band between his numbed and clammy* 
palms, and railing' his eyes with patriarchal 
dignity, thus beftowed her on her kneeling*, 
lover. " I give her to thee, a dear and 
folemn truft. Look down, Gracious* 
Creator, and blefs this worthy pair. Give 
them long life, love, and temporal felicity r 
and let their laft moments enjoy the 
holy tranfporr, the divrne beatitude whicte 
I now enjoy/' 

Louifa funk in ipeechlefis anguifh a$r 
he fpoke* Mr. Pelham fupported her^ 
His fond attentions recalled her flutter- 
ing feiifcs. " Spare, oh fpare, every* 
expreflion of love and tranfport," faitf 
(he* w My heart is entirely yours, but t 
can now attend to nothing, but my 
father/' 

A* ferene, elevated fmile, expreflive 
of intellectual tranfport, beamed in Mr* 
Dudley's face. His agonies fubfided; 
lnftead of reftlefe toflings and convulfive 
ftarts, he remained placidly compofed* 
He received . the moft facrcd . rite of 

chrift- 
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chriftianity with his beloved daughter 
and adopted' (on. As he tailed the con- 
Iterated chalice he again bleffed them> 
theabfent Marianne, and* Mr. Clermont^ 
He repeated to Louifa a parting charge- 
for her fitter; then finking into a languid 
ftate, he dozed at intervals till the even- 
ing, when again calling his daughter ta 
him, he drew his lafl: breath in her arms. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

- 

Includes a greater portion of time than alt 
~ - the preceding narrative. 

MlS9 Dudley, reftraining her grief 
with fentiments of reverend awe, forbore 
to interrupt the departing foul. When 
the quivering pulfe had (topped fome 
moments, (he preffed with pallid lips the 
honoured remains 5 and committing the 
corpfe to the care of the attendants, with 
a requefl that every thing ftiould be 
conduced with propriety, retired to her 
apartment. 

Miv 
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Mr, Relham followed h<r, he intended 
tp have offered fon?e tppiflq of confo- 
lotion, but hisi faulting ypige dif^p- 
pointed his. defign, and he eoqld only, 
ktreat her not to indjilgp her forrow,. 
Ifift it fhould ^ffeft her health. « In 
heart and in foul I refign him to his 
Gpd," faid ?hp exalted mourner. «*Oughc 
I to fipk in defpsyy becaufe ray belovecfc 
father is become an inhabitant of a better 
world? Yet allow me, Sir,. to vent in 
privacy the fond regrets of nature, I 
wifti to offer my firft forrows to my 
Maker; I truft he will enable me to* 
fupport them/* 

Mr, Vtlhm apgujefced } bjit Mrr. 
P$R?!opS w»s firmly pf opinion that the 
Wmg lacjy ought pqt to be left alqnp. 
It ms e ¥ pe#ed ifly old friar's %pri%- 
at hearing Mr. Dudley was really dead,. 
WAuld be very great, as (be even to thfr 
Jaft perceived inereafing marks of hiy 
amendment : but (he happily recollefted 
that fhe had adrmriiftered her medicine 
foon after Dr. L.Vlaft. prescription*. 
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tfbr her potion to exert its wonted efficacy, 
■She now offered to vifit Mifs Dudley, 
and to talk her out of her melancholy* 
by arguments drawn from her fa'toritte 
^aphorifms, that " what muft be will be/* 
and <c that Fate mult govern all things;** 
^but Mr. ]Pelham refpedted the finftity 
of his Louifa's forrows, and infiftcd thit 
they Ihould not be difturbed. 

From the time of her father's death, 
till every thing was prepared for hits 
funeral, Mifs Dudley never left her 
chamber, except twice a day to vifit the 
corpfe. There, kneeling by the coffin, 
Ihe poured forth the fulnefs of her affec- 
tionate grateful heart. There (he accuf- 
tomed i erfelf to recoiled* all the invaluable 
precepts fbe had received from hftn, 
Tefpedling her condudl in life, and left 
her memory fhOuld 'fcil, } fhe Committed 
'them to writing. " There, my father," 
fdid the, apoftraphifing to his fpirit, which 
%e fubllmely fantifed ever prefeflt with 
Vr, m&e; thy el^attd fehriments^ 
'ihiltfpeaJr wine aiidWnfekiftte, Chough 

* the 
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the inftru&ive voice which uttered them 

» 

is mute, and the heart which prompted 
them no longer beats at thy highly favored 
child's approach* Yet let n.e refle£t> 
though thefe eyes fliine not upon me^ 
they will no longer melt into tears; the 
human affedions are indeed extinft ; but 
borrow will not come nigh thee. Thy 
tongue will never more confole or inftrudt 
me, but the language of complaint has 
ceafed for ever. Thine, my father, was 
anuneafy pilgrimage for thee; the change 
is bleffed, therefore 1 will not. mourn." 

I will forbear from any further repetition 
of thofe fentimcnts of pious forrow, by 
which Louifa and : her worthy admirer 
,expreffed their unaffedted grief. They 
were elevated and devout, and a feeling 
mind may eafily conceive them. Nor 
will I circumftantially defcribe Mr. .Pel- 
ham's behaviour, which was all that 
eftcem, fympathy, and delicacy <could 
prompt. The corpfe was conveyed . to 
Aldcrlon manor, and interred in the . 
family vault* ciofe by Mrs, Dudley's 
. . coffin* 
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tcoffin. Mr. Pelham attended Louifa on 
*this fad occafion, and Mr. Clermont 
met her at the grave. Marianne could 
not join in the folemn obfequies. The 
intelligence of her father's danger, un- 
warily communicated, wars more than 
her weakened fpirits could fupport. A 
premature confinement was the confe- 
quence of the ihock, by which not only 
Loid Clermont ! s anxious expectations of 
an heir were fruftrated, but her own life 
was endangered, and the affe&ions of her 
hufbi d farther alienated. 

Hitherto the behaviour of Mr. Pelham 
had been more indicative of the friend 
than the lover. He endeavoured to 
divert her grief by refpe&ful attentions, 
or to f>oth it by fympathifing in her 
lofs ; rather than to interrupt the train of 
her thoughts by unfeafonable anticipations 
ofexpedted happinefs. At parting, reci- 
procal marks of tender regard appeared 
in each. He requefted permiflion to 
write to her, which (he readily granted; 
and while ihe accompanied Mr. Clermont 

to 



Digitized 



A GO&SIP'S STOR*. 

to Stannfcdine, (he perceived that all her 
livelieft affe&ions were not buried in h«r 
father's grave. 

The interview between (he fillers prc- 
fented a fcene ftrikiogly infierefting. 

The lovely form of Marianne, faded by 
ficknefs and diftrefs, was fupported by the 
amiable Louifa ; who bending over 'her 
with matronly tendernefe, joined in re- 
gret for a dear father's 4ofs, and with 
firmer but not lefs feeling heart, recapitu- 
lated the affe&ing narrative of his ficknefs 
and death, Mrs, Clermont bitterly be- 
wailed her abfernce; " and did he not/' faid 
fhe, <c reproach his abfent Marianne, and 
afk why lhe did not come to fmooth the 
bed of death, and to wipe the faint dews 
from his honoured face ? And you too, my 
Lou i fa, mud furely condemn your un- 
feeling filter, for not haftening to afiift 
you in thofe pious offices." 

4C I have too long known the virtues of 
that tender heart to doubt that fome cruel 
neceffity detained you from us. As for 
our father, ^unkind fulpicion had np part 
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ki his chara&er. Almoft the laft words 
which he fpake were a prayer for you. 
Give, faid he, emphatically, my dying 
bleffing to my dear affe&ionatc Marianne; 
and thou, all gracious Heaven, preferve her 
from real forrow, and leflen her fenfe of 
the fmaller evils of life. ' Blefs Mr. Cler- 
mont too, and grant them many years of 
profperity and mutual love." 

t€ Vain were thofe pious prayers,*' 
cried Mrs. Clermont in an agony ; " and 
yet they fometimes fay the good man's 
daying wilhes are fulfilled." She then re- 
lated what a lamentable change had taken 
place in her hufoand's behaviour: Mifs 
Dudley was diftrefied at the recital; yec 
(he felt willing to hope that a too lively 
imagination had as ufual aggravated the 4 
fombre lines of life ; but her own obferv- 
ation during her (lay at Stannadine fatally 

confirmed the fidelity of the portrait. 
She now exerted all the fympathizing 

tendernefsofher temper, and all the ftrong 
powers of her calm difcrction, to fupport 
vol. ii. k and 

- » 
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ami confole the mourner. She endeavour* 
ed to divert her from her own misfortunes 
by the exertion of thofe benevolent and 
aftive duties from which (he had formerly 
derived pleafure. But the Jpring of Mrs. 
Clermont's mind was entirely broken. 
She pitied the diftrefs of the poor, and 
*thcn an object was pointed out, was will- i 
ing to relieve them, but fhe bad not vi- 
gour of foul Efficient to ftep out of her. 
5eW> and to cake a lively intereft in die 
fottows of others ; her early and fevert 
dffappointment preyed upon her heart}, 
fixe no longer felt any inclination for 
amufement, or any de(ke to excel, and 
ker thoughts continually, wandered within 
tfte gloomy pale of ber own calamity. 

Mr. C kr mon C (now commenced a now 
of the world), wandered from oine place of 
jjublick refort to another; in purfuitof 
that fleeting h^ppineft which; ftill. eluded 
bis;grafp. Whep ^appointed he return- J 
ed home; buf it was only^ to contrail tb< 

WWlfrd* pepfiy«ie&i o£ hi? wife's, beba. 

vipur 
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viour with. the gay fcen^s be had jyft for* 
fak^o, and he derived from hejr condu6t 
a frefh deflre to enjoy them. 

Mifs Dudley deeply felt far bar fitter's 
woe$, but it was her only afflidVioa, Her 
own profpe&s were peculiarly brilliant, 
Mr. Pelham's letters r w^re v d*&at<Sd by 
that manly tendernefs which fhone in all 
his eondudt ; they were affeftipngte with- 
out infipidity, and p$it$ witbowt flattery.. 
In one of them he informed ber, that heri 
ljufinefs with the Spanifli government was 
amicably fettled ; the whole property re* 
n^itjte4 tp Engfend, her .father's debts dif- 
qharged and a furplus of. five thoufand 
pounds left at her dtfpoftl. " I rejoice at 
this eveptj," , faid he,;," as it will prevent 
your geperous remind from feeling the pain 
of/Hppofed obligation. Andyet, my Louifa, 
fhould littje pecuniary affairs ever difturb 
the felicity, of /^ lovers, who are fo 
liappy jjs. tq pe able to bo^tt on one fide 
elegant .competences juid v on the other, 
trfinfceijdent worth ?'\ 
\ If Mr. Pelha/n had ..doubted ,as to the 

k 2 affinal 



Di 



21* A GOSSIP'S STORY. 

*ftual transfer of his heart from its once 
dear objcd, the fenfations he experienced 
on revising Stannadinc would have con- 
vinced him; he beheld the beauty of Mrs. 
Clermont withering under the worm of 
difcontent, her features contracted by 
peevifti melancholy, and her temper ren- 
dered irritable bydifappointment. Though 
foch an objeft moved his pity, admira* 
tion and love could only be awakened by 
the rtiHd intelligence and unruffled fweet- 
nefs of a Louifa. His impatience to call 
the meek-eyed angel .his would fcarcely 
permit him to wait the expiration of the 
twelve months, which ihe had devoted 
to the robes of mourning. At length the 
amiable pair plighted their mutual vows. 

Immediately after their nuptials, Mr. 
Pelham conduced his bride to his coun- 

i 

try feat. As he led her the tour of his 
pleafure- grounds, (he was particularly 
pleafed with a long avenue of majeftick 
oaks, doping down the declivity of a hill, 
on the fummit of which a fine Dorick 
temple was dedicated to Integrity and 

Forti- 
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Fortitude, Mrs. Pclham admired the 
attick fimplicity of the appropriate em- 
blems ; but her attention was fuddenly 
arretted by oneobjedt fuperlatively xnttttft.- 
ing; a fine bud of her father m white 
marble, was placed at the upper end of 
the building, and on a beautiful Etrufcar* 
urn under it, (he read the following in- 
fcription ; . 

m 

Here, as to firm Integrity we kneel, 

And light to Fortitude the votive flamev 

Thy memory, Dudley** animates our zeal, 
And purer ardour* kindle at thy name. 

• • • r 

» . i . ■ . 

Here, when we mourn the father and the friend, 
Hope (hall the funeral pall of forrow raife; 

And felfi (h Grief its lamentations end, 
Thy life to copy, and thy death to praifew 

c [ 

Here, if we faint beneath the talk of life/ 

Thy bright example ihall new force fupply; 

Arm our weak, fouls for renovated ftrife, 

And point our juft ambition to the fky. 

Oh, ever lov'd Iwhile o'er thy facred earth 

Affe&ion graves thy deeds and drops a' tear; 
Our future lives (hall emulate thy worth : 

Our future virtues prove that thou.wert dear* 

« » 

» 

it 3 Mr, 
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. Mr, Pelbam thus tenderly addreffed her 
when lhe had recovered from her firft 
emotion* cc I propofe my felf many delight- 
ful hours in this tranquil retreat. Here, 
my Louifa, we will often retire to hold 
communications with our own hearts, and 
to form a juft eftimate of life. We will 
not furvey its little for rows through the 
gloom of mifanthropy, nor will we judge 
of its pleafures from the colourings of en- 
thufiafm. We will recolledi your father's 
precepts, and confider it as a chequered 
fcene, from which the virtuous well re- 
gulated mind may derive many advan- 
tages. Here we will converfe with that 
ever-refpe&ed man ; we will feaft our eyes 
with gazing upon his features, and our 
minds by recalling the nobler likenefe of 
the informing foul. We will think of 
him, not with that ufelefs regret which 
ends in penfive melancholy, much lefs 
with that bold forrow which audacioufly 
dares to queftion Providence ; but our 
remembrance fhall tend to meliorate our 

own hearts, and our love prompt us to 

excrcile 
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cxercife thofc virtues which have glori* 
fled him, and will exalt us to equal hap- 
pinefs. Should any little error in the 
conduft of either, give pain to the fufcep- 
tibility of fond attachment, here we will 
come, and fancy that marble animated, 
and that it repeats the excellent obferv- 
ations we have fo often heard : That im- 

* 

perfection is always mixed with -human 
virtues^ and infelicity with human blifs " 

- 

CHAF. XL. 

t 

j * 

The eonclufion. Mrs* Prudentia ceremom* 

oujly fakes leave of all her characters. 

» 

HAVE now brought my narrative 
to a period ; but as Swift obferves, that 
no well-bred modern author will omit 
the conclulion, I willingly fubjoin one. 

I once intended to have adopted fup- 
plicatory addrefles to the candour and 
generofuy of my gentle readers ; but re- 
collefting that there has lately been an 
uncommon demand for thefe qualities, 

k 4 and 
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■ 

and apprehending they muft have been 
entirely worn out in the fervice of my 
lifter novclifts, I am under a necefiity of 
depending upon the tafte and difcernmeot 
of the age,, without even advancing the 
ufual pleas of little leifure and pain- 
ful interruptions. , Indeed I am afraid 
readers care little about an author's private 
hiftory, and after all the civil things we 
can fey, only appreciate our merit by 
our ability to entertain and inftruft them. \ 
Therefore, in (lead of obtruding myfelf 
upon the pubKck, the remaining pages 
lhall be employed in defcribing the 
frefent fituation of my principal cha- 
racters, 5 

Nearly three years have elapfed face 
Mifs Dudley gave her hand to Mf. 
Pel ham* and the enamoured hufband fitll 
confiders that event as the happieft pf 
his life. She has fanned the torch of Love 
with fuch admirable dexterity, that it 
continues to burn with a calm fteady 
flame j and with fo little diminution of 
its priftine brightnefs, that Mr, Pelham 

• » 

IS 
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■ 

» celebrated by all who know him; fdr 
being a polite, tender hufband, to an urv- 
. affuming wife* Her chara&er rifes in 
his; eftimation every hour, and (he oftea, 
furprifes him by. the difcovery of fomc 
new virtue, or graceful accomplilhment^ 
which unobtrufive delicacy had hitherto 
concealed from his obferyation* Her ex.- 

• 

cellent judgment, tempered by cheerful 
affability, induces him to confide in her 
as a friend, and to admire her as a com- 
panion; his high opinion of the fupe r 
riority of her condudt,, prompts him to* 
be nior$ obfervant of his own, and to 



natural infirmities, left t^y Ihould pre*- 
judice him in her efteem.. He is now 
acquainted, with the preference which 
his Lpuifa felt for him, during the time 
of his attachment to Mrs. Clermont j and 
his greatnefs of foul induces him to ad- 
mire the delicacy, that fo clofely con* 
cealed it from every eye, and the.gener 
rofity,: that refolved by conquering it to 




fcrupulous care againft his 



facrificc 
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facrifice every felfifti wifti to the good 
of others. 

4 Mrs. Penelope Pelham, who was ex- 
tremely averfe to her nephew's connec- 
tion with Mifs Dudley, from a perluafion 
that he was deferving of a Dtichefs, and 
'at laft contented to the marriage becaufe 
there is a fate in thefe things which can- 
not be withftood, is now completely 
reconciled. 

She refides with the young couple, not 
only to fee that every thing goes oa 
' right, but alfo to pleafe Mr. Pelham, 
"who Ihe is convinced could not be happy 
without her- We have corrcfpbnded fe- 
veral years. ■ 

Her letters are now generally filled 
with thfe wktieifms of matter Pelham, 
who is juft twenty months old, and by 
her account a prodigy.. She fbmctimes 
fpeaks of her niece, allows her to be an 
obliging good-tempered- young tfoman, 
^nd fo well 1 informed in boufekecping, 
that Mrs. Penelope has yielded die family 

& ato 
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affairs to her management, and thfey are 
now almoft as well conducted as when 
flie herfdf prefided. She mentions 
amongfl: her niece's perfe&ions, that (he 
is an excellent milliner, and makefc 
" mighty becoming bonnets" For ladies 
who are not very young. She has alfo 

Ifcarned to play at Tredrille. 

Louifa has not deferted Seatondell. 
Indeed (he is particularly attached to the 
little farm, which afforded an afylum to 
herfelf and her father in their adverfity ; 
and which was planted and decorated 
under his direftions. Mrs. Arby and 
the reft of the neighbours are cc prodi* 
gioufly proud" when (he honours them 
with a vifit, and they difcover inany 
fexceltencies in Mrs. Pelham, which they 
overlooked in Louifa Dudley. I find fhe 
has enlarged the charitable inftitutions 
which flie formerly founded, and rt gives 
me particular pleafure to hear that Mr. 
Pelham has made poor Walden tolerably 
happy* by prefenting him with a living. 

* 

k 6 Mr. 
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Mr. Clermont is become a peer by his 
father's death, but the acquifuion of a 
title has not contributed to his repofe. 
The late Lord's fentiments in politicks 
;were fo violently, in oppofirion ta governr 
ment, that- they have operated as an 
antidote to. his fon ; who being tired of 
the infipidity of a fafliionable life v has 
entered into adminiftration, with the 
fanguine hope of having now found the 
long-dcfired good. His features: have 
acquired a caff of myftery, and his frank 
impaffioned manner is changed into 
rcftrve and importance. He fometimes 
pays a, ihort vifit to his Lady at the 
^Park, who welcomes him with tears,.and 
endeavours to detain him by complaints. 
Her time pafles very uncomfortably. She 
has in a great degree fecludedi herfelf 
from fociety, fome of her neighbours 
fay (he i$ deranged* others think her 
intolerably proud;, all blame, her. for 
living unhappily with, a.handfome, gefte- 
*ous, well-behaved hufband. Few caa 
underftand her forrows, and fewer have 

courage: 

- 
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courage to ftem the torrent of publick 
opinion by pitying them. 

The Dowager Lady Clermont is a con- 
vert to methodifm, and is efteemed a 
blejfed acquifition by that fociety. 

Mifs Milton's fenfe of her friend's 
injuries is fo- very acute, that fhe has 
rejefted two unexceptionable offers, and 
transferring the faults of one man to the 
whole fpecies, has declared herfelf a 
determined member of my fifterhoodi 
Her refentment againft the bafe, ungrate** 
ful, tyrannick fex is fo great, that ihe 
entirely avoids the fociety of gentlemen. 
Her apartments are decorated with 
hiftories intended to defcribe their 
falfehood 5 and ftie fpends her time in 
writing fatires againft perjured fwainsj 
and elegies upon deceived nymphs* Her 
favourite fubjeft of converfation is to 
inveigh againft Lord Clermont* and fome 
of thofe cenfures have reached his Lord- 
ftiip, and contributed to increafe the 
unkindneis which ihe deplores* 
"* * 

After 
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After feveral unfuccefsful attempts to 
form a matrimonial connexion with a 
woman of charadter, Sir William Milton 
has taken MifsMorton again into keeping. 
Their tempers are too violent for cordi- 
ality, fcarce a day pafles without a 
quarrel; and though he congratulates 
himfelf that he is not bound to the fury 
for life, fhe makes his haughty fpirk 
bend to her controul. Nay, (he affirms, 
that (he may be Lady Milton when (he 
pleafes* and the bets in this particular 
are two to one againft: Sir William, 

A very ftrange event has taken place > 
at Danbury fince I mentioned my favour- 
ite abode, and I beg my readers pardon 
for not informing them of it (boner* 
Gould Any one have believed that after 
thirty-five years of irreproachable conduft, 
Mifs Cardamum (hould at laft elope with 
Mr. Inkle- Though this match *A§ 
completed under the a'ufpicis of Cupid* 
k does not prove to be a very happy 
one. Mr. Cardamum is inexorable » 
point of fortune, and as Mrs. Inkle pofi- 

tively 
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ttvely refufes to go behind the counter, 
or to do any thing inconfiftent with her 
dignity, I am afraid the young man is 
plagued with a well-bred wife, and a 
fcanty income. We have excluded her 
from our genteel aflembly : I am told fhe 
is much piqued at it, but fuch an unpar- 
donable dereliflion of all rules of decorum 
ought to be feverely reprobated. 

A great deal has been faid lately re- 
fpe&ing Captain Target's attention to 
Mrs. Eleanor" Singleton. They have 
been furprifed tete-a-tete at picquetj. 
and I faw him with my own eyes carry 
little Fido from church laft Friday, for 
fear he fliould dirty his new pink fattin 
ribbon* I have a very good opinion of 
my friend V underftanding, and I hope 
it was only a neighbourly a&ion. 
, Since Mrs* Inkle's marriage, Mrs. 
Medium has laid ftrong fiege to Mr 0 
Alfop, and fhe manages the battery of 
feer daughter Dolly's merits fo admirably 
that I think his heart mitf furrender at 

discretion. 
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difcrction. His houfekeeper, Mrs. Betty,, 
is of a different opinion^ 

Ifhali conclude wich a fong lately cony- 
pofed by. Mrs. Pelham ; who ftill occ*- 
fionally facrifices to the Mufes. My 
correfpondent Mrs. Penelope has luckily 
favoured me with a copy, juft in time 
for publication : 

Go, daughters of Falhion, for pleafure repine, 
The joys ye purfue are not equal to mine ; 
The humours of thoufands for yours muft agree, 
Mine centre in Henry, and' Henry's in me. 

Tberofe thrice hath.bloom'd on thechaplet of May, 
Since I bow'd at the altar, and vow'd to obey ; 
Talk not of reftridlions, the bond I approve, 
'Tis fan£tion*d*by reafon, religion, and love. 

■ 

Gay carrols the lark as we rife in the morn,. 
And at evening the blackbird chaunts fweet on 
the thorn* 

We join in the concert, why fliould we refrain ? 
Gur hearts are as grateful, as lively our ftrain. 

* ♦ 

We bait in the funfliine which fummer fupplies* 
And count, ferule autumn ! thy exquiGte diesi 
No terror in ice- mantled winter we fee, 
A book.and a fong itill can conquer ennui. 

Domeftickju 
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Domeftick, yet cheerful, delighted to blend, 
By prudent attentions the lover and friend, 
In wedlock's full cup we fome bitters expeft. 
And allow for the frailties we try to correct. 

Though (hunning the many, wild Comus's crew ; 
For focial enjoyment we chufe but a few: 
Thofe few round our table (hall frequently meet, 
Sincere be the welcome, and finople the treat. 

Our boy on my bofom I cherilh with pridis, 
He calls to thofe duties we gladly divide ; 
May he live when our limit of being it done, 
A id our names and our virtues furvive in our fon; 



THE END. ] 
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t. T?AMILY SECRETS, Literary Wd Domettic. 
X* By Mr. Pratt, 

Concerning thofe things wherein men's lives -and petforrs are mofc 
" converfant.** BaCoh. 

In five large Volumes, 12100. Price il. 53. Boards* 

* ( Mr. Pratt ha? introduced to a numerous fet of readers a novel 
that has the merit of being at once tender, pathetic, and foil of 
love ; and, which may be a more uncommon circumstance, of 
love mixed with the greateft difcrction." 

Monthly Rrtlnv, May 1797. 

«* In the volumes before us, there are feveral beautiful an! 
affecting ftrokes of nature.** 

Analytical Review, April 179^ 

« This production is in the Manner of the Old School} that ia, 
the author has made it his chief obje& to dil'play Nature as Jbc fa, 
and to exhibit fuch characters as eannot but be found among thdfe 
claffes whom he has tfejfcteatetV. - Accordingly, the great merit of 
the b?ok confifts in the feveral fcenes producing their appropriate 
effects, and the whole tending -to imprefs on the mind new motives 
to love, and to promote humanity, virtue, and religion.*' 

Gentleman's Magazine for May. 

a. GLEANINGS THROUGH WALES. HOL- 
LAND, AND WESTPHALIA ; with Views of 
Peace and War at Home and Abroad.- To which 
is added, HUMANITY} or, the Rights of Nature : 
A Poem. Revifcd and corrected. By Mr, Pratt. , 

la 
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In three Volume*, Pfice One Guinea in Bouds. 
Third Edition. 

" We v ' c ^ oun ^'° many lively and pleafant exhibitions of 
p^.i lb many amufing and interefllng anecdotes,, and Co many 
0 V«* rations and reflections, gay and grave, fportive and fenri- 
rncntal, (all exprcfled in a gay and familiar iryle,) belter fuited to 
the puipofe than fentenccs laboured with artificial exa&nefs, that 
we cannot but recommend it to our readers as a highly amufing 
and interefUng performance** 

Molytical RtvieiD, Jan. 1756. 

3. A DEFENCE of the FRENCH EMI- 
GRANTS. Addreffed to the People of France. 
By Trophiub Gerald Db Lally-Tolendal. 
Translated from the French, by John Gifford, 
Efq. In one Volume, ffvo. Price 7s. Boards. 

" We do not here propofe to announce,. or recommend to public 
notice , a work which was known all over Europe as foon as it was 
published, and of which the numerous editions are difpofed of with 
a rapidity equal to that with which* they fucceed each other; bat 
we would willingly pay that tribute of homage and good willies which 
is due from eveiy man who commiferatea the unfortunate, or it 
fenfible of the claims of ju ft ice, and the interefis of focial order.- 

M If ever a man could be fitted, by a train of circum (lances, to* 
undertake the defence of a caufe fo great, and at the fame time fir* 
difailrous and fo difficult, it is undoubtedly the noble advocate who 
has taken it op*— ■ «.* 

f < Undoubtedly there is not among all the French emigrants * 
man more proper to undertake their defence, than he whom for- 
tune had placed in fuch a fituationj than he on whom Providence 
iadimpofed fuch duties, endowing him with fuch fentimeots and 

faculties, and had forced and inftru&ed from his infancy to pur- 
sue, to unmaflc, to combat, to difarm, and beat down fraud, in- 
juftjee, and violence* 

w We confeft that under each of thefe poinra of view, the cham- 
pion of the emigrants has fulfilled, perhapprfurpafled, what we had 
uromifed ourfeJves from his undertaking. We wall not prajfe tbe 
eloquence, the force of reafoning, the touching fen Ability which 
characterife every page of tbe Defence of the Emigrants. We fl.all 
only repeat what has been laid a thoufand times in France and out 
o£ France, " It was what every body expected from bim." 

Mritijb CnVif, Jung 1797+ 
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4. AN OLD FRIEND WITH A NEW FACE, 
a Novel. By Mrs. Parsons. In three Volumes. 
Price ios. 6d. Boards. 

5. CLARA DUPLESSIS and CLAIR ANT; 
The History of a Family of French Emi- 
grants, Tranflated from the German. In three 
Volumes, izmo. Price ios. 6d. Boards. 

** This pathetic novel, or relation of fa&t, hat been defervedly 
fuecefsful both in its native country and at Paris. The characters 
are drawn with a truth of nature which is truly admirable ; espe- 
cially that of the Vi (count. The diilrefs, every where refulting 
from prejudice, tends to counteract thofc mifchievous opinions 
for which it irifpires the deepeft pity. Every emigrant muft feel 
indebted to the author for the fairnefs with which he pleads their 
eaufe ; and every democrat fljould acknowledge the favour which 
he (hews to their fpeculations. The pathos of Richardfon and of 
KouiTeau is not unfrequently emulated in the fituations, and in the 
letters j and they derive a novelty of intcreft from the great events 
with which they are interwoven. 

" We would with pleafure tranflate fome arTecVmg fragments,' 
but a work of this' (ramp is not iormed to be long a ftranger to our 
literature.'* j4f>p. to Monthly Revicut, Vol. %%. 

6. SECRET HISTORY of the FRENCH RE- 
VOLUTION, from the Convocation of the No- 
tables in 17S7, to the Firft of November 1796. 
Containing a vaft Number of Particulars but little 
known ; together with Extra&s of the moft remark- 
able Publications on the Revolution, which have ap- 
peared in France, Germany, and England. Tran- 
slated from the French of Francis Paces. In two 
Vols. 8vo. Price 14s. in Boards. 

7 An HISTORY, or ANECDOTES, of the 
REVOLUTION in RUSSIA, in the Year j 7 6j, 
Tranflated from the French of M. Di Rulhikri. 
With an elegant Head of the late Empress. Price 
4s. fewed. 

This work was written hf the author Ihortly after the tranfac- 
tSons which he relates, of which he was an eye-witnefs. Great 
efforts were made by Cat he rink at the Court of France, to 
fupprcfc the publication. Bribes sad sflcaacts were aaade afo of, 
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but (he could fuccecd no further than tp obtain a prormfe that h 
Aould not appear in her liretirne. The Emprefs being now dead, 
RUjuft publi&ed in France by the Heir of M. De RtrLHUtac. 

w The grounds of M. De Rulhiere's information feem in- 
difpotable, and his readers appear to have every reafon to be fatis- 
fied with his difcernraent, in unfolding the motives and circum- 
itances that concurred in bringing about this linking event. He 
it no ftrvile copier, but has drawn hk characters, and defcribed hit 
fcenes, with the, hand of a matter.— Such is the account now, for 
thefirft time, delivered to the public, of the circum-ftances attending 
the melancholy end of Pbter III. the abfolutc monarch of a vatb 
empire ; and who, with ail his-infirmitics, performed, during hi* 
wort reign of only fix months* (6 many acls of humanity and 
mercy, and (hewed fuch difpofitions to piomote the happiness of 
mankind, that his defects in point of prudence demanded xrom the 
fympathiiing heart a tear upon his aflies. 

*' We Jhall only add, that we have feldom ro^t with morein- 
terefring original anecdotes, than thole that are contained In the 
Ji'tjle work which we have now reviewed. '* 

Afrp. to Monthly Review, Vol. 22. 

8. A RESIDENCE in FRANCE, during the 
Years 1792, 3, 4, and 5 ; defcribed in a Series of 
Letters from an Engliffr Lady ; with genera] and in- 
cidental Remarks on the French Character and Man* 
rrers. Two Volumes, 8vo. The Second Edition* 
Price 143. Boards.' 

lr U only juftice to fry,' that the ftyle 1$ as, polifted as the 
inatter is inteiefting and important j nor have we any doubt thifc 
the book will remain* a permanent monument of the tafte and 
talons •ftj* writer.;' . . .. Bntifiy Critic, April 1707. 

9. A LETTER to die Honourable THOMAS 
ERSKINE ; containrng fomc STRICTURES on his 

" VIEW of the CAUSES and CONSEQUENCES' ! 
«* df i*e. ' prefer* A A& with * ^RANCfi." By 
Ja»f :OiFron«i,Ef^^ t\m -Tetth Edkiorr. ^Price 

^-Seeing as e ver y reader mu!V here 'fteV'fafes opp'ofetf to 
declamation, and proofs to bare affertion, we cannot cortCeive ours 
felvest bUfied by an| lpod/©£ nrejudiSf,, wfeon we pronounce that 
"tbjja publication cqnLuai r a* compete. and folid. anfwor to- Mr. 
Ef^ac/' - 8nt}fc€vtk> ApiU 1797.' 

v. '1 
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to. A LETTER to a MINISTER of STATS 
on the CONNECTION between the POLITICAL 
SYSTEM of the FRENCH REPUBLICK, and 
the PRINCIPLES of the FRENCH REVOLU- 
TION : Containing an Expofition of the Refolution 
and Projedls of the French Government, on the im* 
portant oubjecfc of PEACE. By Mallet Du Pan.' 
Tranflated frQm the French* Price is. 

€( There is no political writer in Europe to whole production* 
we are more inclined to pay attention, than thofe of M. Mallet 
Du Pan. 

'* Of a pamphlet fo very important, we could not content 
ourfelves with giving only a wort account j we have therefore laid 
before the reader fuch fpecimens ai will evince its general nature 
and will, doubtlefs, induce many to confider more at large a me- 
morial containing fo many proofs of political fagacity and wifdom." 

B ritijb Critic > July % 79 7, 

11. A JOURNEY OVER LAND to INDIA, 
partly by a Route never gone before by any Euro- 
pean. By Donald Campbell, of Barbeck, Efq. 
who formerly commanded a Regiment of Cavalry in 
the Service of his Highnefs the Nabob of the Car- 
natic. In a Series of Letters to his Son. Compre- 
hending his Shipwreck and Imprifonment by Hyder 
Alii, and his fubfequent Negociations and Tranfac- 
tions in the Eaft. Handfomely printed on fine wove 
paper, 4 to. Price One Guinea in Boards. 

" A work like this has, in one refpeel, an advantage over thofc 
Books of • oya-es and Travels which are written on the four of 
the occaiion * for it abounds with matured reflexions, and contains 
the travels of the writer's mind, tocher with his bodily pere K ri 
nations We cannot take leave without expreffing our admirafioa 
of the fp.nt and perleverance difplaycd by Mr. Campbell in fur 
mounting the difficulties and dreadful hard&ips, which he has 
defenbed with (o much feeling and ability/* 

Mmktj Review, OS. 1795* 

12. LOVE's PILGRIMAGE, a Story founded 
t>n * atts 9 compiled from the Journal of a de« 

ceafed 
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BO OKS printed for T. N. Longman. 

ccafcd Friend. In three Volumes, ^imo. Price gi» 
Boards. 

* " A moft interefting and well-told Story. ' The languagt 
poli/hed and eafy $ the morality pure and clear. We could expiate 
on its merits 5 we could feie& many finking parts ; but we truft a 
strong commendation will be as ufeful as a prolix one. 

Britijb Crifr, Augufi 179^. 

13. CAROLINE DE MONTMORENCI, a 
Tale. Jn one Volume, i2mo. Price 38. fevved, 

- * l A pathetic Tale, told in elegant language—* At a whole, 
U b far fupeiior to moft publications of the kind.** 

Mriti/k Critic, Maj 1795. 
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